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Stuart Ross Taylor AC FAA NAS HonFRSNZ (1925-2021) 
 

Education and Degrees 
Wakanui Primary School, New Zealand 

Ashburton High School, New Zealand 

BSc, University of New Zealand, Christchurch, 1948 

MSc, University of New Zealand, Christchurch, 1951 (First Class Honours) 

PhD, Indiana University, 1954 (Supervisor: Brian Mason) 

MA, University of Oxford, 1956 (Christ Church College) 

DSc, University of Oxford, 1978 

 

Professional Appointments 
Department Demonstrator, Department of Geology and Mineralogy, University of Oxford, 

1954-5 

University Demonstrator and Lecturer, Department of Geology and Mineralogy, University of 
Oxford, 1956-8 

Senior Lecturer in Geochemistry, Geology Department, University of Cape Town, 1958-60 

Senior Fellow, Department of Geophysics, Research School of Physical Sciences, Australian 
National University, 1961 

Professorial Fellow, Department of Geophysics and Geochemistry, Research School of 
Physical Sciences, Australian National University, 1962-73 

Professorial Fellow, Research School of Earth Sciences, Australian National University, 1973-
90 

Visiting Fellow, Department of Nuclear Physics, Research School of Physical Sciences and 
Engineering, Australian National University, 1990-2000 

Emeritus Professor & Visiting Fellow, Department of Earth and Marine Sciences (Geology), 
Australian National University, 2000-8 

Emeritus Professor & Visiting Fellow, Research School of Earth Sciences, Australian National 
University, 2008-21 

 

Visiting Appointments 
Visiting Professor, Department of Chemistry, University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, 

California, 1966-7 

Visiting Scientist, Lunar and Planetary Institute (Lunar Science Institute, 1968-1978), Houston, 
Texas, 1969, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1989, 
1990, 1995, 1997, 2005 
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Visiting Professor, Max Planck Institute für Chemie, Mainz, Germany, 1973, 1996 

Visiting Professor, Department of Geochemistry, University of Rome, Italy, 1973 

Jane and Roland Blumberg Professor in Planetary Sciences, University of Texas at Austin, 1990 

Visiting Professor, Institute for Geochemistry, University of Vienna, Austria, 1992, 1996, 2000 

Ernst Cloos Scholar, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, 1997 

Vikram A. Sarabhai Professor, Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, India, 2004 

 

Awards and Honours 
Sir Julius von Haast Prize in Geology, University of New Zealand, 1951 

Fellow, The Meteoritical Society, 1976 

Fellow, Australian Academy of Science, 1978 

Honorary Fellow, Geological Society of India, 1978 

Honorary Fellow, Geological Society of London, 1982 

Richard Owen Award, Indiana University, 1986 (awarded to ‘alumni who have performed 
outstanding service to the geological sciences’) 

Norman L. Bowen Award, American Geophysical Union, 1989 (for ‘important contributions to 
our understanding of the origins and early history of Earth and Moon’) 

Honorary Fellow, Royal Society of New Zealand, 1989 

Goldschmidt Medal, Geochemical Society, 1993 (for ‘major achievements in geochemistry 
and cosmochemistry’) 

G.K. Gilbert Award in planetology, Geological Society of America, 1994 (for ‘outstanding 
contributions to the solution of a fundamental problem in planetary geology’) 

Foreign Associate, United States National Academy of Sciences, 1994 

Fellow, American Geophysical Union, 1995 

Clarke Memorial Lecturer, Royal Society of New South Wales, 1995 

Geochemistry Fellow, Geochemical Society and European Association of Geochemistry, 1996 

Asteroid 5670 named Rosstaylor, International Astronomical Union, 1997 

Leonard Medal, The Meteoritical Society, 1998 (for ‘innovative research in meteoritics 
resulting in contributions of fundamental importance to our knowledge of the origin and 
history of the solar system’) 

Walter H. Bucher Medal, American Geophysical Union, 2002 (for ‘original contributions to the 
basic knowledge of crust and lithosphere’) 

Masursky Lecturer, Lunar & Planetary Science Conference, Houston, Texas, 2004 

Heritage Fellow, Lunar and Planetary Institute (Houston), 2005 
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Companion of the Order of Australia (AC), 2008 (‘for outstanding service to science, 
particularly in the fields of geochemistry and cosmochemistry as a researcher, writer and 
educator’) 

Mary B. Ansari Best Reference Work Award, Geoscience Information Society (for Planetary 
Crusts: Their Composition, Origin and Evolution), 2010 

Eugene Shoemaker Distinguished Scientist Medal, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), 2012 (awarded to ‘scientists who have significantly contributed to 
the field of lunar and/or asteroid science throughout the course of their scientific careers’) 

 

Editorial Appointments 
Associate Editor, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, 1964-2000 

Associate Editor, Lunar Science Conference Proceedings, 1970-1 

Editorial Board, Chemical Geology, 1974-2000 

Editorial Board, Journal of Geodynamics, 1982-90 

Editorial Board, Journal of Lanthanide and Actinide Research, 1984-90 

Associate Editor, Meteoritics and Planetary Science, 1987-2002 

 

Other Professional Service and Activities 
Member, Lunar Sample Preliminary Examination Team (LSPET), Apollo 11 and 12, 1969-70* 

Principal Investigator, NASA Lunar Science Program, 1970-90 

Member, Australian National University Council, 1971-6 

Member, Lunar Science Review Panel, NASA, 1975-7 

Member, NASA Basaltic Volcanism Study Project, 1977-9 

Chair, National Committee for Geology & Geochemistry, Australian Academy of Science, 1980 

Council Member, International Association of Geochemistry and Cosmochemistry, 1980-3 

Member, School Geology Project Committee, Australian Academy of Science, 1980-3 

Consultant, United Nations Development Project, Beijing, China, 1983 

Council Member, The Meteoritical Society, 1983-6 

Member, Commission on Comparative Planetology, IUGS, 1984-9 

Member, Geochemical Society and The Meteoritical Society Joint Publications Committee 
(Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, Meteoritics and Planetary Science), 1985-90, 1994-7 

Member, CSIRO Postdoctoral Awards Committee, 1986 

Vice-President, The Meteoritical Society, 1987-8 

Foreign Council Member, Geochemical Society, 1987-90 

 
* Invited to participate in Apollo 13 LSPET, but mission was aborted during transit to the Moon.  
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President, The Meteoritical Society, 1989-90 

Member, Board of Advisors, The Planetary Society, 1990-2000 

Bureau Member, International Lithosphere Program (IUGS-IUGG), 1994-6 

International Secretary, Geochemical Society, 1997-2000 

Chair, House Committee, Australian Academy of Science, 2009 

Member, Walter H. Bucher Medal Committee, American Geophysical Union, 2012-4 
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This bibliography should be considered essentially complete although some publications that are not listed 
in online indexes or other available sources may have been inadvertently excluded.  Extended abstracts 
from Lunar and Planetary Science Conferences (LPSC; and their predecessor Lunar Science Conferences, LSC) 
and workshops sponsored by the Lunar and Planetary Institute (LPI) are included and identified by an 
asterisk (*). These represent an integral component of Ross Taylor’s research efforts, may contain otherwise 
unreported research, and are archived online by LPI and thus readily available. Routine conference abstracts 
are not included although several notable extended abstracts (≥3 pages) are.  Books are highlighted in a 
bold font. 
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