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Organizations and Participation in Professional Life

As a senior member of staff in a young university, Morrison was deeply involved in
administrative and organizational matters, serving on the Academic Board (1982-1984)
and University Council (1968-1970). Of the committees on which he served, the most
significant was his chairmanship of the University Computer Committee (1968-1985).
From 1968-1971 he was Chairman of the Committee to found a third University College
at la Trobe, and as Chisholm College became a reality he was its Foundation resident Head
(1972-1977).

His expertise was sought by other educational organizations that he served as a member of
the Academic Committee for Applied Sciences of the Victorian Institute of Colleges
(1975-1978); a foundation member of Council of the Victorian Institute of Marine Science
(1978-1982); the course committee for Chisholm Institute of Technology (1983-1985); the
committee of review for the Research School of Chemistry at the Australian National
University; and the Committee for an Aboriginal Pharmocopoeia (1986-1988)..

For CSIRO he was a member of the ad hoc Computing Policy Committee (1980-1981);
Chairman of the Committee of review of Scientific and technical Library and Information
Services (1981-1982); and a member of the committee of review of CSIRO Divisions
concerned with atmospheric physics (1981-1982).



Morrison became a member of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute in November
1950, and was elected to Fellowship in July 1958. In 1953, as a young chemist, he was
awarded the Institute’s Rennie Memorial Medal, and in 1961 the H.G. Smith Memorial
Medal for significant achievement. He was a member of the Federal Council and
Executive (1976-1978), and Chair of the Physical Chemistry Division (1975-1978).

Other professional society memberships included the Royal Society of Chemistry,
London; Royal Society of Edinburgh; American Society for Mass Spectrometry; Australia
and New Zealand Society of mass Spectrometry; and he was a member of Sigma Xi. For
the period 1980-1986 he was a member of the Advisory Editorial Board of the journal in
which he had published much of his research, the Journal of Chemical Physics.

He was elected to Fellowship of the Australian Academy of Science in 1964, and
subsequently participated in the Academy’s Science and Industry Forum. He was a
member of Sectional Committee 3 (Chemistry, 1964-1968 and 1981-1984), and Vice-
President of the Academy (1986-1987).

He was a member of the Australian Research Grants Committee (1980-1984) and chair of
its Chemistry Sub-committee (1981-1984). In a more specialised role he was Chairman of
the National Committee for CODATA and Scientific Information (1979-1985).

He was a member of the Council of the Royal Society of Victoria and its President in
1985.
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