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The death occurred in England on October 27, 1932, of
Dr. Ilenry Ogg Forbes, who during the years 18D0-1803
held the post of Director of the Canterbury Museum in New
Zcaland., During his stay in New Zealand he devaoted a goon
deal of attention to the avifauna of the Chatham Islands
and the resulls of his researches are embodied in a paper in
The His for 1893,

The followine new members have been enrolled :-—-Albert
Heolt, 70 Dunlaven Road, Mitcham, Vie.; M. Kliza Bira
Clul, ¢ o Miss H. Dright., Humphrey’s Road, Frankston,
Victoria; J. Dinsdate, Pakula Siding, Owens Creek, via Mac-
kay, Qld.; T, Fraser, Incham, Qld.; Mrs. Ronald Robertson,
Ruthven Station, Isisford, Qd.: K. B. Livingstone, Koora-
gamu, Moree, N.S.W.: A, 1. Robingon, Ullawarva Station.
Onslow, W.A.: E. De Santos, Box 213, Los  Banos.
Californin, T.8 A Edward Schroeder, 811 S.16th Strect.
Munitowoe, Wis, U.S.A F. B, Madrazo, Lisia 20, 2fadrid.

Spain. f

Al 6, AL Alathews is monographing the Tubinares, and
bas little Aus ralinn malerial upon which Lo work now that
his collection has gone to Americn.  He would appreciate
the despateh 1o bim (Meadway, 8t. Cross, Winchester) of
skins or portions (pwrtienlarly heads and feel) ol Petrels.
Albatrosses, ote. My, Mathews has a permit to import skins
into Englund, and doubtless If specimens are lont to him
for un unstated time the difficolty in regard to theic leaving
Australia can be overcome.

Capt. 8. A. White has been appointed as Stale Seerelary
for South Australia, and Mr, T. . Souter as an additional
membor of Counedl Tor that Stale.

Report of Bird Observers Club

A the anmual weeeting held on March 27 much discussion cenLes
arouml the vecent oxhibition, which proved a suceess financially, as
well ax in the general interest it arouscd. It was decided to make
the oxhilition an anmual institudion, amd Lo use the funds so obtuinel
Tor the furtherance of this movemant,

The Leach Memorial Club continues to Tunetiom in co-operation wilk
the Dird Obaervers by arrapging the meervhly outings. Last vear’:
ineraty covovrod over 700 mites.

Tho attractions of Anthony’s Crossing, on Dierriwarrah Crect,
Tucchus Barsh road, drew a lavge atlendance, The pieturesque valley,
150 {oet below the plain, hag the makings ol a fine park,  Upstream,
<uill in unapoiled condition, is the area which a writer deseribed, somo
years ago, as the hwstoall-round collecting ground near Meolbowrne
For the naturalist,  The country varies from rich basaltic soil
tertiary gravels and the poorest reef-bearing shales, The vegetution
has not yel been properly investigated, but there are {o hie seen large
clumps of mallee encalypt and simall-leaved  tea-tree, known  as
*moonah”, with several members of the sulltbush family, all indicating
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excessively dry conditions. The ehief interest in Livd gevgraphy lies
in the Fact rhat some northern fauna come down that far, to e then
blocked by the voleanie lava flows, The elub™ census of the bivds of
this wrea, after several vigits, now reaches 1200 and more can be
expected in the future. Mr. V. R Davey, an enthusiostic hivd Tover
at Teolern, a few miles away, throws ont the idea thal o bivd obser-
ration cabin could he constructed as a cuntre for systematic ohsorvu-
tion. Thut i a practical svggestion well worth o trinl, A paie alf

e
Eagles circling in the blug amoeng flecey clonds, dbrew vape atien-
tion. [ was agreed that suck o <ight was a goad cquivalent Tor the
pecazional loss of a lamb or two.

The ordinary meeting on April 24 was devefed to a demonsteation
hy Mr. J. A, Ross of the practival ways of skinning and preseevioge
Wrds as cabinet specimens.

The ouling in Aprl] was to Warrandyte, or Anderson’s Creck, o
rural villape on the banks of the Yarra  There the rviver passes
through poor Silurian vidges by an extremely fortiuons enurse, which
adids 1o the variety of the scenery, while many of the zecluded veaches
ave sU1l in primeval heauty. AL this time of year hirds were nol
plentirul, neverthelsss il was interesting e note which species Bad
taken themselves off to warmeor regions.

May 7 found a large party ol fifty-tive members and frionds at
Cranbourne, enjoving a ronble over the dry. =andy slopes of thoe
tevtiary hills.  Earvly heath was flowering, and dwar? hankeins at.
tracted many Moneyveaicrs.  But most of the serubby vegetation was
only in bud awaiting the delayed autamn rain=. The lavee tolal ol
forty-four species of bivds was identiiied for the day, including foar
speeies of Robinsg and seven ol Honeweaters, v is inlevesting 1o find
slder types of Dirds established in such geologicaliyv-new country.
notably the BDmo-Wreen, The survival of such a frall creature may
be aceournted Tor by the very dense serub it now inhabits, The main
danger is rom five, after whick, although the scrul grows apain, the
Emu-Wren, the Tawny-crowned Honcyeater, and the Steialed Mield-
Wren do not returm. FProm rising gronnd the purly eould see the
waters of both Port Phillip and Weastern Povt, and, away (o 1 he novih,
the encircling hills of ancient highlands—rthe backbone ol Vietoria

At the May meeting the president reporvted that Bourke Pareots
were being sold in Melbourne, and diseussion concerning their pro.
tection followed.  Turther action will be taken after consideration
by the comnsitice. Mro A0 G, Cawpbell gave a leciure on Mod Tsland,
being & combined account of several reeent wvisits by bivd lovers,
The lantern slides, contributed by =everal mewbers, with Mro Charnpe-
hell’'s pertinent ohservations, made an interestineg el insfruelive
record of ithis little-known bird sanctuary, the breeding grounds ol
perhaps 5,000 pairs of White-foeed Storm Petrels and the vendesvous
of thonsands of Waders, (See Fhe foue, Vol VI po 17, for Turiher
particulars.)

On May 20 a walk was undertaken Mvom 3Mitcham to Ringwood, via
the bushy tervilory of Teep Creck. A small hivd list wus of entively
resident species, no Cuckoos or other summer visilors el nofed,
The ereek valley was the seene of some early pholographs ime being
the nest of the Bpolted Ground-bivd, in A, T, Camplells Nests ond
Eygs, po 254, The quarey has recenily been reopened after forts
years ol idleness. The rvock theveubouls appears to gmive o beller =0l
and the messmale gum trees do nol attract parasitic mistletees in
such quantity as was seen at Warrandyre. Two partics ol Superls
Blue Wrens were seen, which upset the theory of a change in plumage
in winter, for the male in hoth cases was in breililant Dlue ddress,
The party was shown a nest of the Speekled Warller, hidden heneath
4 tussock of grass, where a family was reared last scason. Py ooven-
tide the party reached the pine-crowned Lop of Ringwoowd Hill, the
calminaling point of Melhourne's Silurian roclk, B30 et above =ca
level, and @ well-known landmark, enjoying a panorama of hill and
dale, the far distance being bedimmed with cloud and oy




