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Some characteristics of the trees used by sheep for diurnal camping and differences between the diade a d  nocturnal 
camps in a paddock on the Northern Tablelands of New South Wales 

J.A. Tu,l>lor and D.A. Hedges 

Provided individual trees were tall and their canopy deep and broad, sheep preferred to  camp under apple (Arlgo- 
pllora ,florihur?da) and kurrajong trees (Brach~ixhitorl popzrlrleurrl) o n  the Northern Tablelands. The ground Iwneath 
the canopy o f  these trees was dominated by a grass (Microlnerla stipoitlcs) that remained green throughout the winter 
period. Tl-iese camp sites are thus one of  the few natural sources of  green feed in a native pasture iri the critical winter/ 
early spring period. Thus the trees in a paddock constitute more than fence posts and firewood; trees like the apple 
arc not useless, as they are commonly thought t o  be, but are an important source o f  shade and during winter provide 
gi-eel1 feed beneath their canopy for sheep. 

The occurrence, distribution and characteristics of sheep camps on the Northern Tableland5 of New South Wales 

.1 .I Tai~lor, D.A. ijcdges and R.D.H. MJhalle13 

A survey indicated that slieep camps occur in all types of paddocl<s on the Northelm Tablelands of  New South 
W:lles hut are most conspicuous in winter/early spring in native pastures. This is because the green feed on the camp 
slands out against the hayed-off pasture that predominates. Merinos and Dorset Horns have a different c a i n p i ~ ~ g  
Iwhaviour. The locations of Merino sheep camps were not associated with water or slielter hut occurred at o r  a l ~ o u t  
the highest point in a paddock. Where there was a choice, Merinos would camp OII ltigli sites with a norlli-easterly 
;~qpect.  'The camp can be the major source of green feed in native pastures in the late winter/carly spring period, 
provided the vegetation is composed of  palatable species. 

Iktoliation and its effectc on  I rzrwapogorl uwnacetlr and firlcl~rus ciliarr~ populationc during two summer growth 
periods in central Australian rangeland4 

0 . J  I / .  Roc.c.1~ arzd thc lntc M.1,. Dudzirnki 

Persistence of the shortlived i<rinrapog-or~ avcrlacctrs (oat grass) populations in the open woodlaitd communities 
of central Australia depends largely on how they are grazed and on the effects of the graring on seed productiorl 
d ~ r r i ~ i g  each growth period. Populations in which more than 60 per cent of the pl;inls are ei t l~er  ungrazed or only 
lightly defoliated at  the end of a growth period produce sufficient seed for their persistence. This can be achieved at 
glazing pressures of  not more than one beast per 300 kg oCE. avcrzaccw biomass. 

Some open woodland communities now contain small patches ol' introduced ( ~ W ~ ~ Z I Z ~ S  ci1iari.c. (buffel grass) 
poprilations. Although they were planted for range reclamation purposes, their maintenance is also important bccause 
ol' their I-ole in reducing grazing pressure on the I:, avcrzacczts populations. Because o f  the tolerance of C'. ciliaris plants 
to  grazing, the use of  defoliation thresholds for their managenlent is not i l n p o r t a ~ ~ t .  llowever. defining managelllent 
st~ategies t o  ensure the further spread of  small planted C. ciliaris patches by allowing siif.ficienl seed replenish~ncnt 
i 5  of great importance and warrants further longer term investigation. 



Proclucti t i ty a n d  ~nawigernent  of u e \ t e r t ~  Queen\land' \  r;ingelancl\ 

'I'liis 211 t i d e  i loc i~nlents  the  l ~ i s t o r y  oi" tlic pastel-al i~idustr-y in western Q r ~ c c ~ i s l ; ~ ~ ~ d ,  and presettls :L cicsi:;i+rtri; ~ - r  
t h e  var ious  pastrtre types which comprise tlic basis o f  t he  indust ry .  'The Mitcl~ell grass and ~ririlga i-egio~is rt:< frcaieii 
in detail because of their  geog!-ap11ic:il ex t en t .  and the i r  contribution t o  rural productivity.  ,411 a ~ c o r i n t  o f  tllc I ) I - C S C I I ~  

~iian:igcmellt s y s t e m ,  pa r f i c ih r ly  as t hey  affec'l t he  composit ion and  stabil i ty of t l ~ c  pactili.cs. follows, ;tnd the  1~11-  
clusion is tlr:~wn that  these rangclancls will cont inue  t o  contr ibute  significantly t o  the  eccrno~iiic viability o f  tile 
Aust~mlian nat ion .  

Vegetation management of cllenopod rangelarrd\ in Sou th  Auqtralia 


