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SOUND RECORDING

.

Ausfralian Bird calls Index—Series 1, Western Aunus-
fralia by John N. Hutchinson. 12 inch Long Playing
Record or One Hour Tape-Casette. Price: $AS each
including packing and postage. Available from J. N.
Hutchinson, Gascoyne Research Station, Carnarvon, WA
6701,
The use of casette tape-recorders, now rapidly gaining
favour as an aid to field-work, must inevitably be ex-
tended to include tapes of bird-song such as the one
under review, the first of its kind on the Australian
scene. The quality of sound of this recording, a delight
to the non-technical ear, was referred to in Electronics
Australin as highly professional. Calls of other birds
can be heard occasionally in the background providing
an atmosphere of reality, but there is no disturbing noise.
On the cover of the record and on a printed sheet
accompanying each, tape, the calls, in Checklist Order,

—are numbered from-1 to 50-against the vernacular and

scientific names. Also shown are localities of recordings
and such remarks as ‘perched in Boab tree on hot
tropical night’. Each call is announced by number and
vernacular name, thus enabling swift location on the
tape.

In a recording of one hour’s duration, the selection of
calls must have posed a problem and, although seme of
them are of birds confined to north-western Australia,
the range of species is wide enough to interest residents
in other States, Most of the uncomplicated calls are
short, but the ideal is reached with the White-plumed
Honeyeater Meliphaga penicillata in a series of six dif-
ferent calls.

Towards the end of my recent tour of Australia, the
tape-casette was presented to me by the producer for
the use of RAOU members and it is now available from
the library. Had 1 had it earlier, it would have assisted
greatly in the identification of unfamiliar birds.

Using an inexpensive low-powered tape-recorder, I
played the song of the Wedgebill Sphenostoma cristatum
within the hearing of singing birds in two areas 80 km
apart in Western Australia, The reaction was immediate
and each time the birds came within three metres. Mov-
ing away a short distance, they sang vigorously, some-
times in unison with the tape. When the recording was
played close to Wedgebills singing continuvously near
Menindee in New South Wales there was no reaction,
This was not surprising, because the calls in New South
Wales sounded very different from those in Western
Australia.

On the other hand, although to my ear some of the
calls of the Western Australian White-plumed Honey-
eater varied from those of Victorian birds, when the
recording was played in my garden six birds of this
species perched on the low branch of a tree and dived

at the-tape-recorder; ‘Al -joined in with agitated alarm

calls making it impossible to differentiate between the
sound from the tape and that from the birds.

If we can expect, as implied by the title, more such
recordings, then they must become as necessary to the
ornithologist as the ficld-guide. Not only can he famili-
arize himself with calls in advance, but also when a
song is in doubt in the fleld a quick playing of the tape
should serve for identification, Often this will bring the
bird into sight, though confusion may arise becanse some-
times other birds will respond to the call of another
species or family.

A further application of casette-tapes may be the
delineation of territory; also photography is made easier.
Nevertheless, caution should be exercised, Because of the
agitated reaction of birds some distress might be caused
if they are subjected fo this strangs phenonemon foo

often.
PN.R.

BOOKS

Water Birds of Australia by Gordon Beruldsen, 1971,
Rigby Instant Book T 7186. Pp 64, b, & w. diagrams, col.
pil 16. 90 X 130 mm paperback, $A0.35.

The author and publisher are to be congratulated for
producing a mini field-guide at a price which even a child
can afford. In a booklet that weighs only 40 g 160 species
are described. It fits readily into a shirt pocket, which is
helpful in Australia’s warm climate.

The colour photographs are good and show diagnostic
features of the birds. It is a pity that not more of them
could be included. Though some of the black and white
diagrams are adequate, others are misleading (heads of
terns on pages 37 and 39), or wrong (on page 18, wing
4 is that of the Grey-headed Albatross (No. 14) and not
the Grey-mantled Albatross (No. 13)). The diagram on
page 23 is no help to anyone tryving to distingnish be-
tween prions, shearwaters, petrels and storm-petrels at
sea.

In such a small booklet very little space can be given
to each species and so for many there is not enough

information for identification of them in the field. More
space would have been available if the rare vagrant
species had not been described but only listed by name,
as was done for penguins.

A similar booklet on Land Birds of Australiz i3 in
preparafion by the same author and publisher. It ap-
pears that the excellent introduction to Warer Birds of
Australia was meant for Land Birds of Austrelia, be-
cause it is inappropriate to the study of waterbirds. The
section, A Challenge, on page 12 should be revised or
omitted in fufure publications because it is out of date.
In any case it does not concern waterbirds.

Unfortunately many of the vernacular names are ob-
solete and many of the scientific names are incorrect.
The author tried to group together birds of similar size,
habit and habitat, but failed to do so consistently. As a
result of this, a worthwhile attempt in principle, the
sequence of species is chaotic and will cause much frus-
tration in the field when one is guickly trying to look
up the text about a particular bird.
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It is to be hoped that Land Birds of Australia a-nd
future editions of Water Birds of Australia will receive
better editing, because there is a definite need for light-
weight field-guides of this kind. GEvT

F.v.T.

Fairy Penguins, A Brief History with Photographs by
Pauline Reilly, 1972. Privately printed Melbourne. Pp
32, b. & w. pll 24, 185 X 175 mm, $A0.75 (4 7c if
posted). Available from the author, 1 Exon Sireet, Hamp-
ton, Vic. 3188, : .

This book is based on the work of the Penguin Study
Group of the Victorian Omithological Research Group
of which Mrs Reilly is leader and is illustrated with
her own delightful and informative photographs. The
Fairy Penguins Eudyprula minor of Phillip Island, Vic-
toria, are visited every year by tens of thousands of
people, many of whom have never before thought of
making a special journey to see birds, Mrs Reilly has
accordingly been concerned to ensure that people whose
interest has been aroused by seeing the penguins may
learn something of their life history and may also realize
that much is known. In this she is entirely successful.

Based as it is on recent field-work, the booklet con-
tains much information which, though previously re-
ported in The Australian Bird Bander, will be new to
many ornithologists.

Mrs Reilly has the happy knack of combining scien-
tific accuracy with a vivid and affectionate picture of a
bird’s life.

R.AB.

Emvu 73

Woodland Birds by Fric Simms, 1971. No. 52 of the
New Naturalist series. London: Collins. Pp xxii -}-"391,
col. pll 4, b, & w. pll 24, figs 27. 216 X 145 mm.
$A8.10. .
This excellent volume illustrates one direction being
taken by books on birds and is stimulating to Australian
ornithologists for that reason. The author, a prominent
BBC commentator, has tried to summarize the various
major factors that affect one of Britain’s threatened
habitats.

After considering the palasographic extent and de-
velopment of the woodlands and the historical pressures
that have affected their present distribution, Mr Simms
describes in detail the ecological relations of the various
types of woodland and the seasonal changes that occur
as well as sampling techniques that he used. This section
is followed by an interesting chapter on song, and the
concluding chapters examine the role of comservation in
preserving and extending the woodland areas and their
inhabitants. The appendices contain lists of woodland
birds and plants, and ar extensive bibliography.

‘Those who are looking for a field-guide to British birds
will be disappointed, although the book is not lacking
in excellent illustrations, some in colour. Those of us,
however, who are concerned with the environment and
ecology will read it with interest and the hope that a
similar study will soon be made of major Australian
habitats,

NS,
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A continuing and selected catalogue of papers

The Tasmanian Nafuralist (30) 1972

Easter Camp, 31 March—4 April 1972, Cynthia Bay
Lake St Clair (L. E. and M, Wall) 1

Craggy Island, Bass Strait, Tasmania (J. S. Whinray) 4
Birds of Lake Pedder and the Sentinel Range (cont'd
from last number) 7

Unvsual bird sighting (note on Black—shouldered_ Kite)

(D. Pinner) 8 -
Letter to Editor (about Broad-billed Prion) (R. H.
Green) 8

The Australian Bird Watcher 4 (5) 1972

The occurrence of the Pilotbird on Wilson’s Promontory
(R. P. Cooper) 137

Return to Marrapina (G. R. Beruldsen) 144

Notes on waders in South Australia (G, R. Beruldsen) 147
The nesting of the Spotted Pardalote (B. Richards) 150
Tool-using by birds: a commentary (A. H. Chisholm} 156
Birds in New Caledonia {(A. V. Tucker) 160

Short Notes:

Nest of Mountain Thornbill (L. Robinson) 164

Reef Herons on Heron Island (T. H. Guthrie) 165

A third Awvstralian specimen of Cook’s Peirel (G.
Holmes) 166

Unusual nesting at Maryborough, Vie. (Golden Whistler
and White-throated Warbler) (Y. and R. Bishop) 167
Koels displaying (T. H. Guthrie) 168

The Cattle Egret in East Gippsland (D. G. W. Hollands)
169

White-winged Black Terns do not have stragglers (T.H.
Guthrie} 170

The Australian Bird Watcher 4 (6) 1972

Birds of the Mopoke Plains (R. P. Cooper) 171

Tl}e) nlessémg of the White-winged Chough (Mrs M. Bald-
win

Short Notes:

The Black-shouldered Kite in Tasmania (Mrs B. Angel)
201

Bowerbirds in the garden (D. M. O’Grady) 201

The Grey Noddy in Australia (A. K. Morris) 203
Feeding behaviour of a House Sparrow (W. L. Quinn)
203

_The Sunbird 3 (2) 1972 e
Some answers about Coucal nesting (E. Pratf) 19

Yellow-tinted Honeyeaters near Townsville (A, C. M.
Griffin) 26

QOS first annual bird count {List of 191 species) 28
Short Communications:

The Rufous-crowned Emu-wren Stipiturus ruficeps in
Queensland (D. P. Vernon) 34

Some wader observations in Townsville and district
(A. C. M. Griffin) 36

A sight-record of the Dunlin at Cairns (I. Fien) 38
Bridled, Sooty and Common Terns at Townsville (A. C.
M. Griffin) 39

A nest of the Jabirn (G. R. Beruldsen) 40

Requests for information (D. D. Dow—Yellow-tufted
Honeyeaters; E. M. McCulloch—Bell Miners) 43

‘Birds 7 (1) 1972

Tribute to retiring Editor-L. Courtney-Haines (A. R.
MeGill) 1 ;

Nesting habits of Spotted Nightjars (R. Miller) 3

The Shrike-TFit and mimicry (A. Colemane) 4

The White-tailed Tropicbird in New South Wales (A.
Morris) 5

The Black Bittern, a further extension of range (J.
McHroy) 6

Leaden Flycatcher notes (E. Hoskin) 7

Red-chested Quail observations (N. Kuriz, T. Izzard) 9
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Birds 7 (2) 1972

The Pectoral Sandpiper in New South Wales (E. S.
Hoskin) 17

Nesting of the Cicadabird (J. Purnell) 19

The White-headed Petrel off Sydney Heads (T. Kenny) 21
Little Wattlebird trio (M. Sharland) 23

Grass Whistling Duck observations in NSW (Messrs
Wheeler, Colemane, Miller et al.) 24

A Shiping Bronze Cuckoo at Coffs Harbour (P. Roberts)
26

The Australian Bird Bander 10 (2) 1972

The White-plumed Honeyeater in the Mount Isa district
(R. K. Carruthers) 27 g
Banding of Flame Robins at Mount Buller (P. Reilly) 31
Notes on banding nesting Flame Robins {K, Hough) 32
Tasmanian-type Silvereyes in New South Wales (S. G.
Lane} 33

Noies on the races of prions (P. J. Fullagar) 35

Bird in the hand: Identification of prions—Pachyptila
sp (P. J. Fullagar) 36

Recovery round-up 40

The Australian Bird Bander 10 (3) 1972

Summer visits to Australian Antarctic stations, 1971-72
(M. D. Murray) 47

Recoveries of Silver-grey Petrels banded on Ardery
Island, Windmill Islands, Antarctica (M. D. Murray,
M. N. Orten and R. L. Penney) 49

Bird notes from a summer trip to Davis, Antarctica -

{(G. W. Johnstone) 52

Banding Giant Petrels on Frazier Islands, Antarctica
(M. D. Murray) 57

Dominican Gulls in  Australian Antarctic Territory
(G. W. Johnstone and M. D. Murray) 59

Follow the band! Light-mantled Sooty Albatrosses on
Macquarie Island (K. R. Kerty and G. C. Colback) 62
Recovery round-up 63

Canberra Bird Notes 2 (3) 1972

Birds seen at sea in the Pacific (A. H. D’Andria) 2

The status of birds in Canberra and district {part 2)
(Anon.) 8

South American birdwatch (J. M. Forshaw) 13

Short Observations (5 species) 15

Notornis 19 (2) 1972

Northern Shovellers 4nas clypeate in New Zealand (F. C,
Kinsky and E. B, Jones) 105 ,

First New Zealand record of the Magellanic Penguin
Spheniscus _magellanicus (C. J. R. Robertson, R. S,
Abel and F. C. Kinsky) 111

The Australian White-browed Woodswallow in New Zea-
land (3. T. Darby) 114

The breeding biology of the Rook, Corvus frugilegus L.,
in New Zealand (J. D. Coleman) 118

The field identification and distribution of the Thin-
billed Prion Pachypiila belcheri and the Antarctic Prion
Pachyptila desolata (P. C. Harper) 140

Short Notes:

%bgervations ont kiwis on Stewart Island (R. D, Larritt)
Marsh Sandpiper at Napier (K. V. Todd) 187

Iftgrgaking of srail shells by Song Thrushes (F, H. Boyce)
A southern record of Wrybills (D. R. Sutherland) 189
Birds seen on a Coock Strait crossing, April 1972 (J. A.
Fowler) 189

Letter:

1139%01{ numbers in protecied areas (J. M. Cunningham)
Obituary:

_Arthur Thomas Pycroft (1875-1971) (R.AF.) 191 .

Notés and News:

Eagle in Wellington District (Ref. given) 195
(Biographical notes on authors of main papers)
(Note: This section of Notornis was omitted from last
issue of Australasian Ornithology.)

New Guinea Bird Society Newsletter (77 July 1972
Sundry brief observations inclading local records by
R. D, Mackay, B. Coates, K. Silva and E. Lindfield.
Excursion to Ogatana (highlights of outing given)

New Guinea Bird Society Newsletter {78) Tuly 1972
Sundry brief abservations including local records by W.
Filewood, A. Layton, J. Atompa, W. Dyson and 7.
Atompa, and E. McCrumm.




