26 THE EMU Vol. 66, Pt. 1

REFERENCES

‘Bird Observers” Club, 1953-60. World Bird Day District Bird Lists.
Melbourne.

Coulson, J. C. 1961, Movements and seasonal variation in mortality of
shags ringed on the Farne Islands, Northumberland. Brit. Birds 54:
225-235,

Heinroth, O., and Heinroth, M, 1927, Die Voge! Mitteleuropas, Bd, TII.
Berlin-Lichterfelde: H. Vermubhler,

Holmes, W. N., Butler, D, G., and Phillips, J. G, 1961. Observations on the
effect of maintaining glaucous-winged gulls (Larus glaucescens) on
fresh water and sea water for long periods. J. Endocrin 23: 53-61.

Holmes, W. N., Phillips, I. G,, and Butler, D. G. 1961. The effect of
adrenocortical steroids on the renal and extrarenal responses of the
domestic duck (Aras plaryrhynchus) after hypertonic saline loading.
Endacrinology 69; 485-4935,

Mack, G. 1941, Cormorants and the Gippsland fishery. Mem. Nat. Mus.
Viet, 12; 95-117.

McNally, J, 1957. The feeding habits of cormorants in Victoria. Fauna
Coniribution No. 6, Fisheries and Game Dept., Victoria,

Philiips, J. G., Holmes, W, N., and Butler, D. G, 1961. The effect of total
and subtotal adrenalectomy on the renal and extra-renal response of
the domestic duck (Anas platyrhynchus) to saline loading, Endo-
crinology 69:; 958-969,

de Roos, R, 1963, The physiclogy of the avian interrenal gland: a review,
Proc., XIH Intern, Ornithol. Congr.: 1041-1058,

Schildmacher, H. 1932, Uber der Einfluss des Salzwassers auf die Entwick-
lung der Nasendriisen. J. Ornithologie 80 293-299,

Schmidt-Nielsen, K., Jorgensen, C. B., and Osaki, H. 1958. Extra-renal saft
excretion in birds. Amer. J. Physiol. 193: 101-107.

Scothorne, R. G. 1959. On the response of the duck and the pigecn fo
intravenous hypertonic saline solutions, Quarr. f. Exptl. Physiol. 44:
200-207.

Serventy, D. L. 1938, The feeding habits of cormorants in south-western
Australia. Emu 38: 293-316.

Siegel, H. S. 1959. The relation between crowding and weight of adrenal
glands in chickens. Feology 40: 495-498,

Technau, G. 1936. Die Nasendriise der Vogel, J. Ornithologic 84: 511-617.

Zaks, M. G., and Sokolova, M. M, 1961, Ontogenetic and specific features
of the nasal glands in some marine birds, Sechenov Physiol. J. U.5.5.R.
47 120-127.

School of Zovlogy and Cenefics,
University of Melbourue, Parknﬂz, Fie

Coburg Touchors' College, Coburg, Vie,

Manuscript recetved 4::;;1{5# 19, f9a5.

Birds and Lizards.—I was surprised, recently, to observe a male
House Sparrow, Passer domesticus, busily engaged in beating a
small lizard against a concrete footpath, obviously intent on killing
the reptile, which had apparently already shed its tail. This is
surely unusual in a species of which secds and insects constitute
the accepted diet. The lizard was one of the small dark skinks so
commoen in suburban gardens.

A vear ago my wife observed, in our garden, a female Magpie-
Lark, Grallina cyanoleuca, with one of these small lizards wriggling
in her bill. She was attended by a pair of well-grown young, which
were begging for the meal, but when the adult bird put the lizard
down, it escaped into grass, whence the excited bird sought in vain
to recover it. The incident was not without humour. The harrassed
mother bird had laid down her prize to leave her free to make a
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determined each-way swipe to repulse her too-pressing chicks, on
either side of her, and it was during this brief respite that the reptile
made off.

In the case of the sparrow, I was not able to see what eventually
happened to the lizard in possession, as the bird flew off with it at
my approach, which was near, the bird being too engrossed with
the business in hand to be aware of me. In each case the lizard
was about four inches in length.—GORDON BINNS, 14 Patrick
Street, Box Hill, Victoria.

Godwits in South Anstralia.—The following winter and spring
Godwit records are considered worthy of note. On August 14, 1965,
in company with Dr. D. W. Brummitt, two Black-tailed Godwits,
Limosa limosa, were seen on the L.C.I. saltfields south of St. Kilda,
this being the first occasion that the writer has recorded the species
on the saltfields. Later the same day, four Bar-tailed Godwits, L.
lapponica, were seen on the saltfields some distance further north.

On September 26, 1965, in company with Mr. J. Nelder, five
Bar-tailed Godwits were seen a short distance from where the four
had been previously observed. When flushed, they were immediately
joined by three Black-tailed Godwits, previously unnoticed, and
after flying together for several minutes, they split up and alighted
again as separate groups.—ALAN LENDON, 163 North Terrace,
Adelaide, S.A.

Cormorants a Century Ago.—As there is so much controversy
at the present time regarding the pros and cons of cormorant preda-
tion and suggested means of population control, the following
report warrants repetition. It occurs in the Launceston daily news-
paper, The Examiner, Vol. XXVI, No. 26, Thursday, March 1,
1866, p. 5. The Hobart Town Mercury is acknowledged.

“Fish Destroyers—Reference has frequently been made to the
vast numbers of shags which have visited the lakes and rivers of this
colony, and more particularly the waters in which fish are preserved
with a view to their acclimatization, and the fact that the number
of these rapacious birds is under instead of over stated may be
gathered from the circumstances that as the Marine Board boat in
which were the Master Warden and others, was being sailed down
to the Iron Pot Lighthouse on Saturday, it passed through a flock
of these birds which must have consisted of many hundreds of
thousands, as from Brown’s River to Shag’s Point, for nearly five
miles, the river was quite black with this species of the cormorant
tribe.—H. T. Mercury.”—R. H. GREEN, Queen Victoria Museum,
Launceston, Tas.



