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Obituaries
WILLIAM DAVID KERR MacGILLIVRAY.

On Sunday, June 23, 1933, there passed on at Broken Hill.
NS W alter g short illness, Dy W, 1L KL MaeGilliveay, one
of the finest ornithalogists Ausivalia has produced. [T =
hard to believe that one of his fine physigque and robust
habit should suddenly have gone from the carth he loved so
well, and which had been the means of delighting him in
the swwork of nmasking many ofl i1z secrets,

Jorn at Kallara Station on the river Darling, NS.W., on
November 27, 1867, MacGilliveay wus the third =on of
George AMacGilliveay and hiz wite Janet (Haxton). of Mil-
nathort, Fifeshire, Scotland, When he swas about three
vears old, the family wenl to Eastern Creek, o tribulary of
the Flinders, in the “Gult country™, Queenstand, where they
togk up land for o station.  Thiz country was then in s
virgin state, entively uinfenced, and the nearest white {olk
were forty miles away.,  The distriet was full of native
tribes ready at any fime 1o make an attack on the white
intruder.  For ek of pluvmates (his two elder bhrothoers
being at work) the boy had perforee to make friends with
piccaninmies, and =oem learned their craft in the scarceh for
anvthing living, in the shape of birds, olther animals, In=eets,
vte,. which formed part of their diet, and belore long he
became as expert as they were

Young MacGillivray soon started a collection of natuval
history objects, and gol {ogether a small muscum of =peci-
mens of all #orts—beetles, butlerflies, moths, reptiles. ete.
Thus the first ten vears of hig life wore passed, yvears in
which he amaszed a wonderful amount of information on
the native flora and faoana, and enltivated that power of
obervation which became 2o useiul to him later on. and
which made Tor accuracy in all his writings, statemoent =, and
stortes of his Hie amongst primitive surroundings.  When
one broke down his ihnate modesty in anvthing about him-
self, one telt that he never drew on his Imagination, but
dotailed facts, At the end of 1877 he was taken away o
school, e was entered as o pupil at S Kilda Scoteh Col-
Tere, near Melbourne, under the founder, Mr. Alex. Gil-
loapie,

During hix school days he began collecting alresh, and
all the localities within euasy distance of Melbourne, such uas
Cualiield, Cobuve, Preston, Heldelberg, ele, were exploved.
MacGilliveay matlviculated in 1835, and, in 188G, bewan his
medicdd course, and like myself had the privilege of learning
biology under the eminent professzor, the late Sir Baldwin
=peneer, the influenee of whose feaching made a marked
Impression on each of ws
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It was during this period that the writer beeame
acguainied with MacGillivray, and a friendship was tormied
which grew in strength with the vears, and which remuained
till the end. 1 had been eolleeting in Vicloria since 12377,
and ax 1 had been taveht how to “skin™ bivds Tor spocimens,
it became my privilege to show MacGillivray the sorfes
aperidi, which he quickly learned. Most ol oy =paoe time
wee spent togelther In excuesions 1o hivd haunt= ranging as
Canr out as the foor of the Dandenongs, and. more close uf
hand, to Blackburn, Dayvswaler, Deep Creek, and Anderson’s
Creek on the Yarra side of the country.  After the enjoy-
able Tong dave swe would return, tired enoughe, Lol never too
tired Lo set Lo and preserve what the day had produeed.

Puring these outings it wag alwavs a great source of
peasure and interest 1o hear him tell of his bovhood doys
amongst the aboriginalz, and of the Lirds cxpeciallyv, the
names of which he did not know at ithe time, butl subse-
quently was able to ascertain,

On one occasion we were the guestz of Me, Jack Mae-
Gregor at his holding on the Koo-wee-rup swamp. At that
time the swamp was not completely drained, o few large
channels or drains only being then ent. A fovtnight <pent
there gave a fine opportunity for studving waders and
swamp birds generally, and MacGillivray's knowledge of
swimmers and waders was greatly added to therehy.

On gaining his madical degree in 1800 MaceGillivear acted
as foewin fcicns In varions parts of Vietoria, ond in each
place all his spare time was devoted to his hobby, and all
of hig letters to me swere "bird” letters, with wsiudlv o Het
of those species identified.  After a few months spent in
Launceston (Tas.) he returned to Mcelbourne and was
appointed to the stall of the Children’s Tlospital, when he
had but few chances to do much in the way of outings.

In 1895 AMaeGillivvay was murried Lo the thivd dunchier
of Dr. J. 11, Eceles, and then went to practice in Coleraine,
in the Western District of Vietoria, a town in the eontre of
a lurge pastoral distriel, which offered =cope for a large
amouni of investigation. Through the Doctenr’s suppesting
it, the writer began  practice  at Casterton,  some
elghteen miles off, but exigencies of work kept us from muny
meetings,  Later on, MaceGilliveay  starled  practiee o
Hamilton (¥ie.). where, in spite of a4 busyv ife in the hivver
town, he made use of all trip= fo the stations cte 1o <tudy
the nutural history ol hig surrounding=.  Lades on wie tind
him at Broken Hill, NSW. where he soon beili up
a fine (ezpecially surgicald practice, and led o very husy
and active life. From “The LY in his holidavs and when
oceasion offered, he would explore the surrounding country,
olten going very far aficld.

About 1896 the writer had given Mr. W. AMelonnan, a

1
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vounyg enthusiastic bird-lover and “born™ observer, of ('as-
terton, o letter of introduetion to the Doctor at Broken 1M,
whore MeLennan was sceking employvment,  This mecling
of two such men turned vut to be of the greatest benefit to
Ornithology. for not only did thev investligate together from
Broken IIil, but later MaceGilliveay engaged MeLennan to
explore Quecnsland’s inner country and the Guli country,
also part of each side of the Cape York Peninsula. The
results ol these trips are probhably well knovwn to ornitho-
logists, as their valuable records of new forms have boen
published.

In 1916 MacGillivray enlisted in the AM.C, and was
ordered 1o France, where he attained the rank of Major,
andd was on service there until the Armistice. On his return
to Broken 11l the Great Barvier Reet occupied his atten-
tion, and he made 1 number of excursions lo many of the
islands composing thal fascinating vegion, ehiefly with the
idea of studying our migrant birds and shore birds gener-
ally. It was on his return from his last trip there, early
in this year, that the writer met him for the last time on
his way back to rejoin his son, algo a medical man, helping
in the practice. He had the misfortune to cut his foot on
a zhell on this lasi trip, This turned seplic, and he was laid
up 2ome weelts resting the foot, which finally got well.  He
was at this time apparently n excellend heallh, in spile of
some slight musenlar wasting in the upper arms, the result
of having struck his bead on & submerged log when diving
inoereck, ont from Broken Hill, 2=ome months earvlier.

Convequently after a leller from MacGilliveay in April,
Lthe news of his sudden death came as a ereat shock 1o all
who hiad known him, and Lo many who only knew of him
trom hiz ornithological writings, eie.: and there ig no gain-
saving the faet that his death has left a4 gap in our ranks
that will be very diflienll to fill!

Quiet in deneanour, shunning the limelight of publicity,
and of amiable nature, with a temper that was not to he
ruffled, his vharactor was the means of endearing the Daclor
Lo all he came inlo contact with.  Although reserved he had
i fine scnse of stibtle humour, and an always-nearby smile
reflected the lurking merriment within,

MacGilllvray  was always an intense hater of shamas,
fakes and the like, and both in his professional and lav life
was o stickler for faets, & quality that was reflected in the
plainness of hiz writings on all nature subjeels, In faet,
most of w2 used to 20y “Whatlever MacGillivray savs, goes.”

As an undevgraduate he did not go in for sport broadly,
although he was a good carsman, and was very proud of his
o from the winning boat when he was one of the Ormond
College crew. Professionally, his accuracy of observation
stond him in good 2tead, and enabled him to muarshal all
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his findings when it came to o diagnosis.  As aosurgeon he
was above the ordinary, and he had a fine repuiation in
Broken 11} amongst the bie mining community.  Big man
as he wax, children were never afraid of hinn but at onee
ook to him. 1 had opporiunities Tov secing this duarving
his two vears at the Children’s Tospital.

During hix last five vears or so he began Lo ose some of
hiz sense of heaving, and as tinme passed thi= defeet in-
creased. He lamented the fact that he could ne longer
heut the lower notes of bivds, and later =ome of the loudey
ones. This began to eut him oul of his beloved study,
Nothing daunted he turned his attention Lo the study of
nutive flora, which gave him the chanee to cmploy his Keen
evesight.  Alwivs an ohserver of the trees, plunts, flowers.
ote., that he came across in his ramblings, e sem aequired
a4 bolanical mind in addition to hisz oruiibological one, with
{he result thal he was graduaily getting logether an hoer-
barium of our native {lora.  Undoubted]y lie wis thus en-
abled 1o replace what ke waz missing in the wiyv of hewring
bird veices, and to find another outlet ror further acguisition
of knowledge, by training his ob=ersvution powers in another
direction. A eollector himself, MacGilliveay considered that
collecting should not be carvied oul mercly {or indulging
the collecting habit, or to strive to have o lirger collection
than someone elze.  He contended that “series”™ collecting
should be done only by a few, and he had o particularly
stromg dislike lo rapacious coflectors. whether Vor their
own, or ome other's benefit.  In fact. in his very last fetter
to me, he told me of an incidern that he knew of, from
another collector, who refuscd cven to =peak again to one
whom he saw kill o brood of young ones in order 1o oblain
another laying of cggs!

Such was Do Willlam MacGilllvray, U trust thal in
attempting to supply these few lnes Topeay he o Tor-
given for imperfections in porvtraving the character, oted
of gueh an outstanding personality. T wish here to state
that T am indebied to Mr. Gregory M. ALdhews"™s shord bin-
graphy of the Doctor published in Vol TIL No. 7, of the
Austral Aviae Roeeord, for some of the ilems in this articke,
and 1 herew{th record my thanks to him,

The following is a list of the contributions from the pen
of the late Dr. W, DL K. MacGilliveay to The Fle s —

“The Region of the Darvier Reof™ (N, 16, 33y "Along
the Great Bavrier Reof (X, 218) 1 “New Pavvot lor Aus-
tralia and Description of Fges (XITL 187) 0~ Descriptions
ot Nests and Eggs ol Mosugiclio evsrsovas and Novoekala
phaeton wlbivenfer” (XV, 3630 A new Honeveator: MHoe-
aiffivrayernis elapd™ (XY T7) “(Ornithologists in Novth
Queensland” (XVIL, 83, 115, 180): “Notes on Sea-Birds"
(XIN, 162); "Drought Notes from Western New Sonth
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Woales™ (NN, 90 »The Nesting of 1he Austradian Peliean”
{(NXXTI 1620 “Iiateresting Conduet of the Southern Stone-
Plover (NXIL 3093 A Spring Fxeursion into South-
Western Queen=land™ (NNTV. 13, 90): “Dirds of the Cap-
vicorn Islands" (NXV, 2205 1 “The Charming Bourke Par-
rot™ (NXVIL 63 “Birds from o Coastal Dout” (XNVII,
92) 0 “Bird-lite of the Bunker and Cupricorn  Islands”
(NXVIL 2201 “Threngh & Dvought-Stricken Land”
(NNINL B2 113) 0 A May Visit to the Capricorn I=lands”
(NNXNL 2903 00 The Shining Flveatcher™ (NXXI, 81); “The
Flock Plgeon™ tXXNTO1A9) = The Yellow-hilled Kinglisher™
(NAXIL 1),

Enoaddition to the aliove papers articles by Des MaeGilliv-
iy owere written for the Buarvier Reol Commission ot s
request. Aldvo he wos at swork on o ook an Anstralian bivds
tor nse i school<—F A DO vprars.

CLIVE ERROL LORD

On Saturdayv, July 150 1933, after a <hort illness, Clive
Errol Lord, one of Tasmania's leading ornithologists, died
at the carly age of 13 vears,

He wis horn ot Hobart in the voar 1829, hoth his father,
the Lite Oetiviue Lovdo and his mother Twing members of
Tusmnnin's oldest familier. He was ednealed at Buekland's
and the Thitching Schools.  Upon leaving school, he entored
upon the study of arehitecture, and at the dale of his death
wios o Fellow ol the Roval Austrealinn Institute of Arehi-
fools il of the Tasmanian Institute ol Architeets. Aly.
Lord wax a1 the time of hisg deadh Divector of the Tasmanian
Aiseunt, having Leer appointed Assistant-Curator in 1918,
Cuvator i 19200 amd Dirveetor in 1023 Natural history
matte r= abwavs interested hime and in the vear 19040 he,
wilh =ome olhers, one of whom was Lhe writer, tounded the
Tasmanian Tield Naturalists” Club, of which he was Seere-
tery and President Tor many yewrs. 1le was a born organ-
fzer. ws lhe camps-ont of the Field Naturalists and the
R AU, which were held in Tasmania, demonstrated,
capecially the former, where numbers up 1o one hundred
were soecesstully caleved fore He acted as Honorary Stlate
Seerctury for our Union Tfor a number of vears—having
Joined it in 191 T—and in 1931 he was eleeted as President.
His vresidentia]l address was a masterly review of Tas-
munian ornithology,  Two vears ago he was paid the high
compliment of being one of the few Austvalian delegates
oo b invited to the eentenavy ecelebratinoms of the Dritish
Svirver Assochation in London. He was Secrctavy of the
Roval Rociety of Tasmania for 15 vears, where his greal
warl for thut Sociely caused him to be awarded the honour
ot being presented with the Society’s Medal, of which there
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is only one other holder. He swas adso o Feliow of the Lan-
nean Soclety of London, o covvespoending mwemilbaey ol 1ne
Zoologicul Socicly of London and an As=ociate of the Aus-
tralasian National Kescarch Council.

Il contributed mansy papers 1o e Boval ~oereiv ol Tos-
manin and other =ocietiess and i=sged sceveras smocl bend-
books dealing with seienliflie mutlors as owoel as tav ontiy
history of Tasmania-—on which maiters e wos cosi
an aulhority.,  Domye vears ago, In condonetion with My B
I1. Seott, Cuorator of the Victovia Muscum. Loaineesoon,
complled a comprebicnsive work, 4 Nuywopsis o e ey
eele Animals of Taxpenio. The one of jos aeinvioes which
will live longest, however, was the estobisanent ol thae
Animal and Bivds" Protection Boardl oo oniect Dot waich
he worked for a number ol vearso avd woieh ciintinated
in the vear 1928 inan Act of the TPavliament ol Tasmuonia
dealing with faunal protection. 1o was an oieicinad mem-
Ler of the Bourd, and continued to be i nember up 1o ilee
dute ol his death.  I@< =cientitic knowledge, conosined with
his wide and lilelong acquuintance with ibe natasd pe-
sourees of hix nalive State, parlicolariy o out-of-lhe-way
places, made him 1 most usetud member of e sarious
boards and commitiees on which he 2o ably seevod,

For many yveara Mr. Lord was Sectvtary ol the Fotanical
Gardens, and after hiz return from BEoglaea tao voars auo
he undertook much additional work. in reeied fe fhe re-
orpanization ot the gardens,  Amongst othier seiiyiivs he
was also closely inlerosted In prollems of cavls Tasninion
history, amd in particuiar the rocords ol the vanisieo ghingi-
eine<. e published several popular 1reaiises, totabily one
on the snakes of Tasmanin, and o stovies o oy Tas-
manian times, Fliaally, he might wiso be clas=ed a- an
oxplover, baving dore much investigaoion in the Porl Plaevey
focality and other less well-known paris o0 the Sagee fle
published much about his teips, and vendered gresd =evvice
to the Tourist Dovenn authorites Pl owis acoeely eone
nected with the National Paek i the Devweest Valicv, heing
Secvetary to the Trastees therecis e owas partieniarly
keen on having Lyrebirds intvoduccs foto the Park-an
object that it s boped will bre carvied out in e near fninee.

He was of o most genial ispoesilion, swhich cndieaien nim
1o o laree number of Tricnd= pothing wis toe Dt eoalde
to him, belng alwars veady o assist o teliow -wn 1lis
death will cause general regvet throughowr toe Siate aof
Tasnianis, send aleo I natardist=" civelos on toe nnonlad,
where he was well known for his work i oot 4 fisore

Papers by Mr, Lord in The fam are oz follow: ;
to the Nutional Park of Tasmaniaz ot Mount Fiold”
g%y cOmn the Nest and Bggs of the Kest Ishoid
Wren' (NN 503) 0 Ullistorieal Assochabons of

i
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ture Buy™ (NX{IL 208); "The South-West Coast of Tax-
mania” (NXVL 2641 “Southern Oulpost=™ (X NVIIL 16Y;
“The "Button-griss’ Parrot”™ (XXVIL 42) 0 A Review of
Tasmunian Ornithology™ (XXXII, 211).—A. L. BUfTLER.

DAVID WILLIAS GAUKRODGER

A former Queensland member of the Counell of the
R.AOUL and g bird-phatogrvapher of distinction, Mr. David
W, Guukrodger, swho diced in Brizhane on August 3 aged
62 vedrs, was one of the Dest naduralists ever prodoced by
the pastoral industry. Born o New Zealand, where he
recoived hig early training  in wool-growing. My, Guouk-
rodger migrated to Noew Sonth Wales and alterwards to
Quecnsland, where he bocame manager of the important
station known as Alice Downs, The great plains of Central
Queenslund carry many tascinating birds, and Mr. Gauk-
rodger was altracted Lo them alter photographing the nest
of o Wedge-tailed Eagle in or aboni the vewr 1912, During
the nest few vears he studied arnd photograpboed many
species, anmong them the Emue Weoedge-tuilod Fagle, Buas-
tard, Groumd  Cuckoo-Shreike,  Black-backed and Purple-
bucked  Wrens,  Grev-crownoed  Babblev,  Rainbow-hird,
Spolled  DBower-bird, Striped  and Spinv-checked  Honey-
caters, and various Finehes. Al of the piclures were ad-
mirable, and =ome remain unigque. A considerable number
ot his photographs have appeared 1w The for, notably
Those of the Kmu and the Wedge-tailed Fugle, in association
with Mr, Gaukrodger’s impovtant articles on these two
species (Voo SXIV, poo3, and Vol XXV, po 330 A photo-
graph ol Av. Gaukrodger himscll appears with the article
un the Emu.

sSeveral unisual Gietors were associated with Mr. Gauk-
rodger’s work in ornithology,  One was that o busy poas-
tovali=t, and o man who ook up™ birds in middle age,
shodd be 2o socee=sful; another was his remarkable in-
goenuity in creating dovices Tor photographic pavposes and
a third wus the extraordinary enthusiasm be arotsced among
pesidgents ol the district. "See how Uve got lem trained ™
B =ex] to chuckle, when s telepbone cali would  come from
a sheep-station perhaps fifiv miles away anheuncing the
direovery of anest, o mavbe & ca=wad labourer fu the bosh
wouldl stop the car to reporr the finding ol a Bower-bird's
plavgronmd.  Every ornithologist who visited hospitable
Alice Downs enjoved this emthusiaam. and enjoved, oo, the
compuny of David Gaukrodger—a zesttful, talented, and
charmine man. The svmpathy of a2 wide civele ol fviends
will be extended vo Mes, Gavkrodger and her daughter in
their hereavement.- -AL L CHISITOLAM.
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o Turther rotes an Meo Gagkvodger ool the s

tucensland, see W, B, Alexander. “A Woeel oo

(R e, Vol XTI poos2iy AL L Chishaim, Berdgs o N
Plains" (Hivde cad Groen Plaoccs, poo I3 el S0 B e Reach
Thomas (A Froeelioe T News)o Theve e ool My
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Gaukrodger on one of his vemarkable phoag
nolnt's Mateship with frivds tiacing po 1.

MRS, E.J0 BAXNTIERLD

A link in {he history of bivd-study i Nosch Queenshond
has been snapped by the death of Mo KoL Buaniiend, wiiich
occurred at Wynnum, near Brishanc, on Jone S ven vears
after the passing of her famous husbuud, “The Beach-
comber”, of Dunk Island,  Although My Buaelicid Jdid nes
write Tor publication, it was her compantons=lip ond stimu-
lus that enabled her husband 1o lve Tor o guarler conine;
on the little tropie isle. 1t was also Uhroush the help of
this eultured and courageous woman that Daniicld wias able
to study patural history In general and bivels i pariticalay,
and to write several books that ave knowe thredghout the
world,  Mrs Banfield, too, was ford of bind= She was on
the best of terms with the dainty Sun-bivds that nested
beneath the verandah of the islimd bungaliow @ =he received
“Jacky”, the Yellow-spotted Honeyveiior, Lo morning amd
afternoon ted; and she was the only pevson who conid hold
the confidence of the Serub-fowls thut xoole out of toe jungle
to leed with her poultry.—ACHLC,

On December 20 next the tendh Embas ihovive Keof
Expedition will leave Sydnex Yor Haymm bslaiuh, i Preser-
pine, Queensland,  Accompanying the paviv s ornithelogis
will be Alr. AL GE Alarshall, T AOU L whilsi the mavine Zoo-
fogist on the trip will be v, 170 AL MeNeillo ol the Aastralisn
Museum, Sydney. A= a resull of priov expuoditions, mwh
data relative to the natuvad economy o the recl-haunting
and islund-Frequenting birds his Been colleetoen s and ander
the supervision of the iate Dro Wo Do K aeGillivray.
RAO.L., hundreds ol sca-birds were bamied oo the Tast
Embury expedition,  Not only will pelagic forms e =Lt
but the itinerary ineludes a cruise to Double Cone xlands
w0 that members may study the interesting Nuwrmex Pigeon
nesting, whilst several other erwises crsure that the visitor
will =ee muny of the raver tropic Toneveniers Plveatvhers,
and other land-birds which are Cound on the mainband xles
The expedition is organized by MroIo ML Kmbuvy, of Man-
illa, New South Wales, who will be pleased 1o =end an ilics-
irated syllabus to anyone interesied.




