123 Stray Feothors BT IR

sl

Stray Feathers and Camera Craft

What Bird Is That?—On sicpping out of my hut, on
the north <lhiore of Anson’s Bay, at about § wm. one morning
vecentlv, when it was just breaking day, and the fiest Waitle-
bird had muade his first croak from amidst the banksius
harvd by, T heard swhat T can only eall a piereing two-note
whistle coming from {he timber just at the rear of the hut.
It sounded something like a shepherd ealling his dog, und in
all my vears amongs=t bush birds in Tasmania, [ have never
hetore heard this sound. Tt was repented at brief inwervals,
and [ was =0 mystified that 1 called to my wife to come oul-
side to me to help me “spot” the bird responsible Tor the
o, It wus barely light encugh to dizcern small obiects
at anyv distanee, but before the whistle had ceased T caught
sight of a bird sitting on a small limb about 40 feel up in a
tall white gum jnst at the rear of the hut. T wus just going
in 1o wet Lhe glagses, when it ook flight, and as it Hew wlong
the hillside wervoss my range of vision [ eould get o fair idea
of ite outline, hut was sovely puzzied as to its tdentity, for
al the moment T just could not call Lo my mind any ol onr
birds 1o which il bore, in outline, the least resemblance. so
far, ot any rate, as size was concerned, [ was larger thun
the Buteher-bird., longer, and its flight was very direct,
withoutl any undulating movemaent.

About an hour later, T was standing on the bank over-
looking (he narrow, timber-margined beach, when T osaw
a very fine specimen of the Australian Ground-Thrush
{Orencinela Lowidate) busily engaged in searching for break-
Fast amidst the leaf-sirewn ground quite close to the beach.
It did not even then oceur to me that this mightl have been
the bird T heard and saw in the dim light of dawn, but when
i took fight, and passed plainly before me for about eighly
vairds, 1 became convineed that it was cither the same bird
or ane of ithe same species, for the shape and flight were
Identical.

Sinee veturnineg home here, T mentioned the matter fo
an old bushman, and he told me that he has often heard
these Birds make sueh a two-nole whistle in the very cavly
mornings from tea-tree scvubs cloze o camps he has oceu-
pied in the bush. T have known this bird well {as |
thonghtp ever sinee T was a boy, but this interesting inci-
dent has plainly shown me that T did not know all
about it. The lLule A, J. Campbell, in his grew work
(Newts oud Eags of Awstealivn Bivds) throws considerable
light on the voea! witvibutes of this bird,  1le savs iy par. L
p. 186, part 1, in his referenee to the bird's song: ™ . . .
Leing o melodious whistle of chiefly two notes, a slide abont
a4 {hird from one to the other, with teille and variations.
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Somddinies fhe Dived sings af dern” Thiv note jusi abow
deseribes whut 1 heard, without the “{rills and variation=",
The flalics are mine. Mr. Campbell speaks of this hivd as
“lovable”, and I thoroughly endorse his opinion. -Roist W,
LEGGE, &.A.0.U., Cullenswood, Tas.

Photographing the Friar-bird.- One o the chiel of the
charms of the northern submrbsz of Syvedney is the abun-
danee of native trees left avound the houses, These atiract
a variety of native birds, One such horme in o main street
in Killara, had an avea of tall trees ot the vear of 1he
house, in which a pair of Friar-birds were nesting, When
convineed that T had no designs on the bivds or cges, the
owner of the land gladly gave me permission {o observe
and photograph the hirvds.

The “leather-head=” as they arc commonly koown bocally,
had built their nest in o small stringv-baek (el gpfoad,
standing out alone from the main group of trees. The nest
was suspended from a herizontal branch about twenty feet
from the vround, and only abont six feet (rom the man
trunk of the tree. The situation was move than w=ually
aeeessible: that mostly chosen hoing the extremity of o thin
drcoping branch,  The nest, the usual, somewhat-nntidy,
cup-shaped structure, was composed chiefly of stringy-hark,
among which were woven a lew odds and ends snch oas
<tring.  The tnterior was lined with rostlets and comtained
two eggs, salmon in eolour, with dark spots

The “leather-heads™ became gquite excited and flow around
with loud protesting eries when 1 climbed the tvee, They
are quaint-looking, with black featherless hoead udorned
with a knob on the bill—a veritable clown among birds. In
keeping with their sirahge appearance they have a variety
of queer notes, loud and diseordant. A lavae amonnt ol
exertion appears 1o be reguired in vltering their loud calls,
for the hewd i thrown suddenly forward, and the whaole
body vibrates, 1 sef up my camerg with seme diflicoliv. 1
had to pholtograph against the sun, and. in addition, avoid
an iron-roofed shed, that occupied o good portion off the
Lackeround, The Birds soon ealmed down, and Lefore long
I could pholograph them without moving wway from the
ciamerd,

Encouraged by tho tvustful nature of the bivds, T paid
A visil to the nest on November 27, 1932—u week  alter
photographing them—with my c¢iné cameva,  Thr nest
then contained one yvoung, a few davs old, wnd the second
e had dizappeared.  After the fivsl flurey the birds
almost completely disvegarded the sound of the cine camera,
althongh 1 stood in the tree alongside.  The young hird was
tod on inseets, and, T believe, a littde honey,  The inseets
were mostly snapped up in omeid-aiv, the birds displaving
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ereat animation in capturing them.  Oceasionally they were
secured from the leaves of the trees. The birds wounld twist
und lurn in every eonceivable attitude in the scarch for
insects,  frequently  hanging  body  downwards.,  Any
intruding bird was pugnaciounsly driven off. T again visited
the nest a week luter, but found the vouny hird missing.
The adults already had a second nest almost completed in an
inaceessible position on the horizental Lranch of a tall tuy-
pentine.—NORMAN (CITAFTER, R.A0.U,, Sydnev, New South
Wides.

Lyrebirds Breeding Close to Sydney.—I have had the
privilege of sceing some exeellent photographs of the nest
of the Lyrebird tuken in a gully leading to Middle Harbour,
Sydney, by an intending member of the RAOUU, Mr. E, L,
Jendford.  The pholos, showa “elose-up™ of the female
in Lhe nest, and another of the nest with the cgg, the latter
having been only displaced a litlle forward for photographic
purposes. Later, it is hoped to send a geries if the chick
is hatched, and members may ook forward to some fine
piclures.  The locality ig only six miles from the G.P.O.,
Svdney, and close to a thickly-populated suburb.—I5. A,
DOMBRAIN, R.A.0.U., Rosgeville, N.3.W., 3 8 32,

Deud Fan-tailed Cuckoo in the Centre of Sydney.—Bird
ob=omvation in a crowded, bustling city leaves much to be
dexired, though oceasionally something of interest happens.
Not s0 mahy vears ago a bird of prey (I was ubnable to
ascertain the species) posted itself on the parapcet of a
building and preyved upon the Pigeons that were wonl lo
haunt the Lands Department edifice in Bent Strect, Sydney.
Public servants were noticed to pause awhile and admirve
ihe dexterity of the bird, and the matler was duly reported
in the press., Quite recently {20 6 1933) a friend, who
knows of my interest in birds, walked into the office and
guid, *There i2 a bird with a reddish-brown breast and a
Larred tail Iying in the gutter in Ash Street.”  Ash Blveet
= & narrow cobbled lanceway in the very heart of the city.
On woing down to investigate 1 found a Fan-talled Cuckoo
(Ceomantis Bebelliformizy that had been sgquashed flat,
apparently by the wheel of a car. It could notl have been
dead more than an hoar or =0, as the blood was not then
dryv.  How the Cuckoo came to be in such w place 1s some-
what of o mystery.  Perhaps it was flving over the eity
when il #trock an aerial or some anch obatruction.-—K, A.
Hispwonn, R.A0U., Willoughby, NSW., 25 T 33,
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The Fantail-Warbler.—1In the July issne of The Foan
{Vol, XXXTII, p. 62) appears an interesting ureticle on the
“Tailor RBird”, by A. H. Chisholm. The article had an
expecial interest for me as Cisticole erifis iz one of the most
loenl birds in my distriet.  They ave seen both in summer
and winter in the eultivation paddocks amongsi crops, or in
nearby grass land.  As far as I have observed, they remain
near the one spot the vear throngh. [ have studied these
little birds with very great interest for some vears, and
have seen some very beautiful nest<. 1 have walched their
building operalions many a time, but have never <een them
actually “sewing” the leuves together. Indeed, it would
he only by chance that one would see them at work at
this stage of nest building. They are most cautious
when approaching the nest, and alwuys enter the cover at
least 30 feet from where they are building, and work their
way quictly, but quickly, to where the work 1s being con-
structed.  The cobwebs are not easy to see, but when the
inner part of the nest is being made il is quite a different
matter—ihe material then used s very easy Lo detect, being
of a flulfy nature, and of a white colour. By watching the
direetion from which the birds rise when leaving the nest,
even though they depart as cautiously as they come, it is
not very difficult to locate the position of the nest.

From an examination of their work, il scems quite clear
ihat the leaves are pierced by the sharp little bill and the
web which iz used for sewing, pushed through the opening
and pressed on to the leaves, where it sticks and binds
them together. 1 have often seen the birds working on the
inner part of the nest, for which grass and fluff’ from plants
are generally used.  Some nests have been made solely of
silky down from Scolch thistles and silky while cobwebs.
forming a beautiful little nest inside. the outer frame being
of stilehed leaves,  The pesition of the nest varies a good
deal, some have been found in a tussock of grass, othoers
among weeds, but the favoured place is in saccaline or other
sorghum crops when such sites arve available.

The most beautitul nest I have seen was discovered on
January 30, 1932, The ouler frame of this nest was com-
posed of the growing leaves of saccaline, which were neally
sewn together with web, These formed a complete nest
in shape, the long leaves, which had been hent down o form
the top part of the nest, extended for 6 inches over the
entrance, forming a very neat hood,  Inside this frame, a
wonderful inner nest or lning had been made of Scoteh
thistle down and cobwehs—it was a splendid picce of work,
and resembled a very fine silk lace, through which the sun-
light pencirated and made a very beautiful setting for the
four pretty blue eggs freckled with reddish spois,

In September, the male bird develops hix golden head and
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neck, when he is easily distinguished (rom the plainer-
colonred female. It i3 then that the birds come nto full
voice, and it 2 very pleasant to hear their cheerful ealls
e warhles,

Thotngh the Funtail-Warbler is essentially a Livd of the
grisres and crops, at times they love to pereh on the top-
most branch of a tall dead tree, where they will =ing iheir
bright <ong for halt an hour. They also enjoy Hying high
into the air calling in purve detight, 1 have watched them
ening upwards vntil ont of sight, then “diving” ior the
crops below at wonderful speed. In April the Warblers en
into Lheir winter moult, aficr which bolk male and female
are alike in colour. With the change of plumage their
bright call ceuses, and from then, through the winter, they
ortiv atter o lwle harsh scolding call, or a weak little monse-
like squeak.

All through the winter, one never sces the Tanfail-
Warbter out of thick cover—only oceusionally does i1 rise
to the top of a stalk of cals or other such plant, to disappear
guickly at the first move of the observer, They ave much
more tru=itul in the pring. when I have often had them
come to within three feel of me afler Insects that I had
dizturbed when catting feed for my cows—E. A, R. Lorp,
A0, Murphy's Creek, Qld., 21-8 33,

Notes on the Lyrebird and the Satin Bower-hird.—
Mro Edweard AL Vidler, rRAOU., writes with  extracts
trom a letter received from Mrs. Margaret Hardeasile, of
Cavney's Creck, via Boonah, QUd., concerning  the Albert
Larebird, which, she savs, she has heard “imitaling a
rocater’s crowing.” When the rabbit-proof fenee was being
crecled in the Condantine servub the Lyrebivds would often
fill in, in places, overnight, the trenches that the men had
dug doving the day for the wire netting, kicking baek the
[oosely-shovelled earth, She continues, A enrvious thing
happoened here some years ago, A Satin Dowevr-hivd built
4 bower in w small gquince grove righl against the house.
We peeped at them building and playving, and hoped 1o keep
the bower alwuvs,  To our disgust, afier playving in it for
abont three weeks, they destroved it leisurely, hit by bit,
with as much tuss as when they had buill it. At the time
they were building it 1 found another one, in about the
same stage of construetion, about a mile away from {he
hause.,  Afler the hirds had destroved the one in the guine:s
trees. [went to look al the other one. It was demolished
alzo”
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Birds and Weather.—On a recent beautiful suniny after
noon 1 owias watehing a group of Silver Gulls (Lains voice-
fiodivgieliay, which were busking on ihe sardy =hore of the
Leven River, twelve miles west from Devonport, Suddenls
three or four of them rose into the airv. circled aboutr up
aloft, then dashed down in o headlong “dive,” stopping
before veaching the water.  They then curved tpwaards Tor
another “«ail” arvound and headloneg “dive!” then veiolned
the group on the shore and =etiled down quictly Tor g 2n-
Lathe,  These frolies made me {eel suve thal o change of
weather was Impending, although the sky o was clear and
blite, The two following dayvs woere overcast wand threaten-
ing, and on the third dayv vain began at noon, and we had
iosolid downpour through the evening and nighi - Athe best
vain of the month, which has been  unusually dey tor
August., I seems strange that those gracetul birds could
sense the disturbance so long beforchand, Lut there is no
doubt that thev did. On a previous oceasion, when driving
with a {riend, we noticed a party of these Gulls elreling
high up over the Mersey estuary, and every now and acain
one would muke a headlong swoop as if to enter the water,
butl on each occasion checked and curved upwards beforo
touching the suvfuce,  The weather looked quite sertled
the time, bhut within forly-eight bours o cvelonie distuvh-
ance came alone, bringing squalls of wind awd raim. The
=o-called “lower crealures”™ are far ahead of himan boines
in their sensitivenoss to approwching atmosphervic changes.
— I STearT DovE, R.A0.0., Devonnorl, Tas, 30 8 5%

Native Birds in a Suburban Garden.—In myv presidential
address in 1929 T menlioned the fact that quite 2 number
of oy bivds which arve temporarily driven away From their
vatural enviconment by the expansion of our suburban
areas, In course of lime, as omr shrubs and plants evow up
return to their one-lime old haunt= 1 live in one of the
suburbs on the novth of the ceity of Svdney, about six miles
from the G.P0OL and in my gurden, in addilion to o tair-
sized CLurpentine’ tree and a topped eucalvpt., are a num-
ber of native shrubs and wild plants placed there by mysell
—Grevilleas, 3 sy, Hokbea eweelpptaides, Aeticle cnepon-
phdle ete, T hove noted the Lollowing bivds from time 4o
time,  The list (of 40 species) beavs out my contention.
Alse T think that a M2t ot birds seen in the Melbourns
Tiotanic Gardens would veveal quite a lurre number of
native residents or visilors by what I remember of them.®
Pied Currawong (Slreeperva gracilingy, Tawny Frogmouih
(Podargns strigeidesy, Broad-hilled Roller (Ferpsiomes

A st ol bivds compiled during a =ingle mornine visir to those

vardens appears i Volo XXV, po 1720 About 1300 species hoave beon
recorded from the pavden< Fd.
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arientelisy, Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracing norva-
Tredfddize), Laughing Kookaburra (Decelo gigas), Sacred
Kingfisher (Haleyon seactus), Pallid Cuckoo  (Cwenlis
pollicis), Fan-tailed Cuckoo {Caemmontis fiabellitormisy,
Square-tailed Cuckoo (C. pyrrophones), Black-eared Cuc-
koo (€wenaeis oserlans), Horstield Bronze-Cuckoo (Chi-
cites brselizy,  Restless  Flyealcher  {Seisure Twgwicta),
Grev Funtail Flveateher (K. febellifere), Willle Wagtail
(R leneophirys). Jacky  Winter  (Mlevwee  fuseinens),
Rufous  Whistler  (Puchycepheala rifivenfric),  Golden
Whistler (1. pectoratiz), Grey Shrike-Thrush (Colfiuri-
cinete  harpioiied),  Bastern  Shrike-Tit  {(Falewnculis
frontetis), White-winged Trilley (Ladoge tricolor), White-
throuted Warbler (Gerpgowe ofivecea), Yellow  Weehill
(Swricrorpis Hurexeens), Brown  Weebill (S, breviyos-
trisy, Vaviegated Wren (Maluves Tambeortl)y, Superb Blue
Wiren (M. cprnens), Dusky Wood-Swallow (Aifawme eyin-
opteras), Orange-winged Sittella (Neosilba chrpsoptero),
Mistletoo-Divd (Fheawm hivendiveceriy, Spotted Pardaloto
(Pervdmlotus penctatus), Striated (1) Pardalote  (Pordo-
Tt shiiatos, (5 arnatns), Greyv-breasted Silvereve (Zos-
terops  tateralis),  Kastern Spinebill  (Acenthorhyiciin
ternivasivis). Olive-backed  Oriole  (Oriolis  sugiffofns).
Grey witeher-bird  (Croelicws torguefes), Yellow-faced
Honeveater (Meliphaga chrigsops), White-naped  Honey-
sater (Mdfithyeptas henat ws), Brown Honeyeater (Gliciphiln
indistineta), Beown-headed Honeyeater (Melithrepins hreri-
pastriv), Red-browed Finch (CEgintha femporaiiz), Painted
Quail (il rovia),

In conclusion, 1 wish to state that, although T am not in
Favour of continually publishing lists of birds in well-known
loealitios. T think it would be of interest if all who possess
sardens near the eities were to lisl the names of their bird
veuburbanites. —Dr. K. A D'OMBRAIN, R.A,0.T., Roseville,

Srdney. 51 & 3

Some Sydney Notes.—Collared Plain-Wanderer: In fo'-
fowing up my =earch as to the cccurrence of this bird in its
old haunts each “open” season, amongst other rveplies, 1
veceived the tollowing from  Mre. Lo M. Kirkpatricl, of
Moroeo West, Deniliquin, New South Wales, in o reply
dated June 30, 19330 L F0nly vesterday put up a beanii-
tul specimen on a large plain on this property. Tt settlec
in long grass, and 1 was able to catch same.  1E was a cock
Bird.” The bird was later liberated

Fairy Martine in the city (Sydney) (#ide Vol XXXL
Do) Again Lhis vear a few pairs remained throughout
Lhe winter, using the castern side of the taller buildings
as a resting point, on the window ledges. ete.. of which they
eni The rays of the rising sun.
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Rapiores over Sydney: Recently T saw what 1 take to
be a Goshawk (Asfur fascictas), fiving in g novtherly divec-
tion above the eity. Ax these Hawks brecd in the =aund-
stone gullies of the north side of the havbour, and are tairly
common, [ presume the identitication.— Dr. E. A
I’OMBRATN, R.A.0.0., Rozeville, Sydney, 41 8 345

Pallid Cuekoos.—Wandering along the bhanks of the Yarra
River, close fo the Kew Asvium, on the afternoom of May
3. 1033, T was surprised to hear the vnexpected caliing of
the Pallid Cuockoo (Crerdfos pallidex). Owing to the jate-
ness of the season this scemed to call Tor veritication, und
on closer observation I was still more =surprised to count
no less than fifteen of this speeies in abmt @ guarter of an
acre of ground. Revisiting the spot again on Moy 13, the
birds were still in evidenee, and one hivd alone accounied
for eleven calerpillars, which were numerous in the grass,
in twenty minutes.  Possibly this food supply induced them
to linger so lute.  Apparenthy the cold weather we experi-
enced nemnr the latter part of May sent these Lirds north-
wards, as 1 have not observed them in the loenlity during
the balance of the autumm and winter—W. DBURGESS,
R.A.0.U., Iawthorn, Vic.

Crow or Raven.—Thore is a member of the wenus Crorres
in the Barlee Runge, 1t has the habita of (" cormioidos, and
some of the habits of O, Dewpeitic Thue eggs ave pale blue
without @ spot on them.  The birds nest mostly in the mulga
gullies away from water, vet are alwuys about the camp
during the day after seraps of meal.  The young when {ully
fledged have dull, dark bluish-grey eves, and the old birds
white® —- AxGUS ROBINS2ON, B.A0U.. Onslow, WAL 14 6 35

An Interesting “Stray”.—During the tirst week in June,
1933, my sister notieed a strange bird feeding on w road
about a hundred vards fvom the house. It flew before she
approached sufliciently near o get an idea of the species.
Sceing it in the same place & day oy two later, when it aoiin
fHow a short distance, [ followed it and found that it was &
Flock Pigeon (Histriophaps Bistrionica}, a bird 1 had nevey
soem in this locality before. TFinding il fecding aboui the
same place cach day, we scattered eracked corn there, A
oy working on the farm also frequently fed it The bird
became very tame.  Although s flight was very powerfal,
none of us ever saw it iy more than a few vard=: nor did we
hear it utter any eall. A small field adjolning the road was
cown with wheat, and the Pigeon begun to spend mest ol it
time there.  About 1he end of July it disappeared. —F. M.
IKBY, R.A.0.1., Cusino, N.S.JW.

SProbably O Benpeei s —= Pl
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The Bulbul—A few years ago. the sight of o Bulbul
(Otoeanipson enerie) 0 the suburbs of Svdney called forth
quite a4 bateh of enguiries as 1o the idenfity of the stranger,
Like muny other importations, they have found the condi-
tion= = congenial that they have inereaxed enormously.
To-dayv it iz o uncommon sight to sce flocks of any nomber
up to one hundred. during the winter months.  They do
not venture far inte the native bush, preferring the sar-
voundings of heusex,  Their natueal habitat 1= China, India,
Mabaya and Mauritins.

The Bulbul is very partial Lo soft friits, and has hecoms
such wopest in orchards that it has been placed on the list
ot unprotected bivd<,  During the winter large numbers
congreeate inan avei of privet trees growing wild near my
home,  The berries from ithese are a staple item of food
during Lhe cold wenther,  Lantana and inkweed bevries are
wlso eaten, and the birds no doubt play o big purl in spread-
ing Those pests. [nseets, too, enter largely inio their diet,
and are mostly captured on the wing. A comsiderable
amoun! of correspondence recently appemred in the Sydrey
pross, where opindon: were expressed tor and against the
lbul, Whilst muny spoke of the depredations among the
fruit, others drew attention lo the uzefulness of the birds
s Inaecet destrovers, Particular reference was made to
their destruction of the vine moth caterpillar, a pest that
few birvds will aliack.

The Bulbul is very animated and lively in dizsposition,
The head is adorned with an ereet, pointed crest, black in
colonr, which gives 1o the bird o sprightly  appesvance.
The eolors of the hird are—back, wings and tail, davk
Brown; head black with a eonspicuous white cheek, and 4
reddish patch behind the eve. The wider parts are white
and the under tail coverts red. In keeping with its sprightly
manner the bird has a rather pleasing, cheertul and lively
=ang. | must admit that my own per=onal ohjcetions Lo the
Dird wre only the likelihood of irs displacing native birvds
It i= offen kept in aviaries, where it thrives on o diet of
boiled rice and fruit. It is, however, ageressive and pug-
nacious, and will =ometimes kill other inmuates.

Ulocated o nest on December 4, 1032, in the grounds of
my neighbour™s house, 1t was built in a clump of bamboos
about 10 feet from the ground, and contained two yvoung
and an addled eceg. The nest. was a =hallow, open and
rather untidy =tructure, roughly five inches (o diameter.
and three inches deep extornally, with an egg cavity about
one inch deep. T was composed ol fibrous bark, shreds of
iihrons hanana leaves and roollets, and lined with very fine
short twigs,  The egg was whitizh in eolour, thickly spolled
with fine reddish and varple spots. The bird proved very
imid and would not face the camera Tor hours, even though
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T ran ihe shattor-releaze thread some titty feet away ingo
my owh vard, One bird approached late in the day, how-
ever, and Lwo pietures were =ecured —NORMAN UULAFFER,
kAU Sydney, N.3W.

The Grey Throsh as Mimie. -Oune doy in 3ay o couple of
vears ago (1931) the Toud alavm noles of o Noisy Miner
{Muzenthe miclonocepheln) were heard in the homestead
pines.  As the Miners do not haunt this particalar corney
of country, T went to investigate, but no trace o a Miney
could be found, the only inhabitant of the pines heing o
solitury Thrush  (Coflerieivele havmonieo ). which was
exploring the ereviees of a big limh, Whilst watching this
bird U ullered the alarm note of the Mier quite a dozen
times Lo perfeclion,  In September of the same vear the
Thrush'= power of mimicry was again heoupht nnder notice,
I"rom u hole Inoa Umb of an aneient vellow-box™ f=sned the
sgqucaling of n “possum.” A Grey Throsh that was explor-
ing the tree paused for a moment, and then flew 1o vhe hole,
and with hewd turned <idewavs inoa Cknowing™ altitade
pecred in. Again the Ypossum”™ squealed, and the Thruash.
nopping away a few inches, squealed  also, wnd  then
returnad to the hole and peered in again, This wus 1oe-
peated time after time. but the sguealing ot the Thrush
was i1 a =lightly different key from that of the “possum.”--
AL E. BRIDGEWATER, R.A0UC., Mansfield, Vieo I8 830

FER

Bell-bird Eating Caterpibbars.—On June 15, 19353, T was
afforded the opportunity of watching a pair of Cresied Bell-
bivis (Urcoieo gatlnealiz) feeding on processional euterpil-
lares.  The larvae had Tallen during o heny wind from
their bag =helter suspended amidst the foliage of o larye
Gidvew tree (Aeacio cnwmbugely.,  Grasping a live cater-
pillar, exch bird would thrash it on a picee of =andstone,
thus killing the larva., The bird would then hold the prey
by one end and swing it Upendulum wise,” allowing it o
drag backwards and forwards across the stone, in an vn-
Jewvour, 1 take if. to free it from spines.  Atfler several
soconds of unhurried rubbing, the larva was swilowd
whole.  The male bivd vose to a low bongh to swallow euch
caterpillar, after which he carcfully scanned his surround-
ings before descending again: the female remained on the
eround the whole time. T spent halt an_boar olierving the
hirds from a spot fifteen feet distant,  Thedr appetites woere
apparently still keen when I left, though the male bird
had consumed eight eaterpillars in that time.—A. ROBERT-

]

SON, R.A.0.U., Ruthven, via [zisford. Qld., 21 8 34
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Chionarchus minor and Its Sah-gpecies.—In  laoking
through the MSS. diary of Willlam Anderson T found the
following overlookod name:—

CORNUCERA NIVIZA

Generie Characters.—The  bill  compressed, cultrate:d,
acominated, with an irregular horny substance {(emurgin-
ated at the upper part) covering the base.  The nostrils
nearly circular placed on the sides of the mandible. under
the cdee of the horny cere, The longue forms half a tube
and is pointed.  The (eet have four tees. The thighs are
bare an the lower part.

Speeific Characters,—The length fourteen inches, breadth
from Lip of wing to tip of wing, twenty-cight inches,  Size
of a domestic pigeon,  Whole body white with an oblung.
bure, rough, black space ascending obliquely from the base
af the Bilb on each side. 1o above the eve. The bill is black,
feot veddish, irides dull lead colour.  The tail rather <hort
with twelve or fourteen feathers of nearly an equal length,
The eyelids are somewhat swelled or thick, Kerguelen
[sland, Decembier, 1776, .

In the Cotalogee of Bivds, Volo XXIV. p.o 712, 1892 (pred.
July 10) D, Sharve dizscusses  this bivd and points out
thut the Kerguelen Island bivds arve larger than those from
Marvion Islands, which latter locality | designate as tvpo
locality ol wiinor from the original measurements, We
huve then three sub-spoecies.

Chiowarehins mbior mboor (Hartlaob), Marion Island.

Chioparclins  mivcor  erozcitensizc (Sharpe), Crozetic

Ixlands,

Chioicrchons wivor wived (above), Kerguelen Island.

Coprcerg becomes o synonym of Chiowareloes, 1876,

Anderson also deseribed PROCEKLLARIA MAXTMA.

Pooieaime fusen, Rostro pedibusque sobviridi. Tlabitad
ddd Tierra del Fuego el Terra Kerguelinid,

Probully meant {or Macronecfus giganices (Gm.) . —
GrEGORY M. MaTHEws, RA0.U, Meadway, St Cross, Win-
chester, Kngland, July 3, 1033,

Bird Protection.—Although much has been written in
Thi Ewrie on the subject of prolection, il ix obvious that a
limited seclion only of the public can be reached by such
means.  The same thing applies, of course, Lo similar pro-
pavanda in any other journal,  Birds have, In many cases,
to profect themselves as it were—thal is {o assure prolec-
tion by their actions. It is superfluous to start telling
turmer, for instance, how usceful a bird 15 the Straw-necked
[Lis: its merits are too well known Lo need any advertise-
ment. O less obvious value are many other native bivds
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which, though nominally on the protected list, are regarded
wilh disfavour in cerlain places. It ix most pleasing 1o
record, therefore, that some of these are now receiving the
protection which they deserve. I quote the following {rom
the Queensfund Agricattiral Jowrnal (11 357, with veter-
ence Lo a serious sugar-cane pesl, the Grevback Cockehater:

SOur growers would do well to cullivate a regard Por the rany
spectes of birds which ave helping greatly Lo thin the ranks of this
notoricys eane inscet, baoth in ite beetle and eruh condiiions. In
these enlishlensd days. when entemolopisls are =0 Tend of voiciog
the merits of balagical control, we ave, perhaps. inelined to dwell
tou mueh on the entemological side of the quesiiom, and not cnough
on the advantaees Lo be devived Mvom oa closer study o our insect -
cating birds and their habits.  We must not forget that the serviees
repdered by birds in helping fo maintain what i knewn as 1he
balanee of nature cannol be valued too highly by the nian on the land,

“ipercdible as 1L may =cem, one eccasionally hears reporis ol the
shooting o iMx and other grub-cating bivds for {food. Such foolivh
slaughter, if eontinued, most eventualiy Jead to soveral of dhese
Feathersd Uriends avolding the neighbonvhoud of caneliells and freding
eiccwhore.  About iifteen years ago it was nol anissal b see locks
af the Straw-necked Ibiz in eancliclds arvound Gordenvale and High-
leigh picking up grubs behind the plongh, but noew only ore o twe
specime ns ave noticed at work inoa fiekd, while o same Jecalities this
valuable biml has disappeared altogethee,  The aveas proctaimed a-
bivd sanctuavies which chicfly coneern the rvestdents 0 and around
(ahms= are:—The shives of Cawns and Bavren, the Beltenden Ker
Reserve, Kuranda {3Monra Mona Mission), and Lake Barrine Heserve

“Amnnest the st of 120 bivds which are protected during the whele
ol the yvear threughout Queensland, the following render muope or
less Dmportant services in our eaneficldsi—- 1) Strvaw-necked s,
£21 White Tbis, (3} DPeewee or Muadlarvk, (1) Endien Manah, %)
Leatherhead, () Lanphing Jackass, (7} Fighivd, id) Blue day.
(o) Australian Bev-eoter, (1)) Black and-white Pantadl, €00 Black-
Faeod Cuckoo-Shrike, (123 Pallid Cockoo.”

— A, (. CAMERON, R.A00, Biddeston, Queensland.

Notes on the Eastern Grass-Owl—The ravity of {his
species (Tuto longimemnbris) and the paucity of intorma-
tion rvelating to ils oceurrence in Vieloria will add con-
siderable interest to the evidence whieh was recently
discovered at Werribee, Vietorin, The remains of a bird
wore found in a covner of @ eultivaled ficld, half-huried
in a muddy pool, and, following the usual custom, the
one presentable wing and a leg were removed from the
sgkeleton” for examination. Had the identity of the bivd
been apparent at the time, the unfortunate remains might
have received more ceremonions treatment, which they cer-
tainly merited. In a process of eliminution by which an
attempt was made Lo establish its identity on the spot, many
swamp birds were mentioned on account of the proximily
of the loculity to an exiensive arvea of swamp-land, und al=o
the suggestive bars and mottlings on the wing, but none
could sulisfy the peculiar features which the relies pos-
sevscd.
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However, when these clues—the size and shape of the
wing, its profuse havving, the soft texture of the plumage,
and the remarkable length of the tarsas, which was only
<emi-teal heved—woere arranged in oan ovderly fashion and
svstemautically examined, a balaneed opinion, which had Owl
writ luree upon it, resulled.

The localily -Werribee—suggested the Fastera Grass-
Owl, probably on account of a faint recollection that G A,
hoenrtland had taken a bivd of that species theve snme thirly
veirs o, The Bastern Grass-0Owl is undeniably a rare
birtd, and in reviewing its status several important factors
require eonsideration. 1L Is understood that thiz Owl in-
habits open prassy lands, where, in spite of its aocturnal
habits, it shouwld be more frequently med with than would
its forest dwelling relutions in thelr particular enviren-
ment.  Thus it follows that the species must be retreating
Lhetore the advanee of civilization, in 2o far as it has appar-
ently failed to colonize the traets of grass land which
appented in the wake of cullivation. and the removal of
patural timber, and which would appear eminently suitable
to support it. Cerlainly, the running of cattle on these open
ovussiands might tend to drive the Grass Owl away, but
povertheless the bird under notice from Werribee was
Fomuned in the midst of an area of intensive cultivation, com-
plete with a fine system of irrigation channels,

Eiterence 1o the records reveals that the Bustern Grass-
Ol has apparently always been a rare bivd throughout the
whole of its range, which ineludes the whole of Australasia,
Odd records from Queensland and Victoria appear in both
Mathews's Ripds of Avstrelio and Ao J. Novth's Nests ond
s of Awstealice Bidsc Go AL Keartland's Victorian
pecortd, i refevence 1o which appears in both works cited,
and which is dated July, 1909, veads as follows:—"The
Grass Owl 02 very rare near Melbourne, Lul occasienally
theee irds may be disturbed from the grass tussocks near
Beveridee, Mice averran Wallan several years ago, and
the Grass Owl =wddenly hecame common, and many wers
caueht in rabbit traps, but disappeared when the mice did.”

1t has heen suweested that the open and rather desolate
lunds om the western shores of Port Phillip Bay, boveond
Gueelone and in the neighbourhood of the Connewarre
swamps and lakes, might well harbouy Eastern Grass-Owls,
and that the bivds condd even nest unknown in the denss
reed beds and amphire. but nevertheless it 1= significant
that in Belchevs Birds of Geclowg the bied iz men-
fioned as being very rare in the distriel, with one doubtful
iir=t-hand record by AMy. (new Siv Chavles) Heleher him-
«eit, and thut in a lightlv-wooded guolly.

The dimensions ot the Werribee bird are wing 137, larsusg
300 North gives the wing as 127, und the Larsus as 537,
while Mathews cites wing 330 mm. and tarsus 78 mm.--
J0AL GrAY, r.A0.0, Melbourne, 31 8 30,
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A Falcon. u Harrier, and the Fate of & Racing Pigeon.—
Farly in June, 1933, a goodly portion of the quarantine
reserve at North Tead, Sydney, wus marde available to the
public.  Prior to its being declared a puidic park, the arie
war practicelly In g natural state. The few himan tros-
prassers were mostly fishermen who pussed through on theds
wav to the precipitous foreshores.  For the most part the
locality consists of =wampy heathland and Doibsio zcrub,
and twenty years ago the Ground DParrot (Peioporrs
watlicns) inhabited the low serub-covered wastes,

Towurds the end of June a fviend and | ovisited the
locality, chiefly lo investigate a veport concerning i sup-
posed colony of Cormorants, of which no fangible evidence
could be obtained by us. Jlowever, on our way to the area
we were attracted by an vnusual ehattering cal, and, on
looking up, noticed a Black-cheeked Falcon (Freleo pere-
grinus) about 1o swoop towards the ground. This it did
with tremendous speed, bul on neaving the enrth veered
npwards again and then repeated the dush from the oppa-
site direction.  Alwayvs it flew at the zame spot. chattering
the while, apparently in rage.  On looking through field
glasses (we wore about 70 yards away on the lur side of
a depression) it was noticed thal every time the Paleon
neared the earith the wings of a large bivd would be yaised
and flapped as though to ward off aun attack.  After several
minutes the Faleon desisted and flew =ome distinece away.

Whoen we walked across to the place a Swamp Hiorier
(Circus approringms) rose and flew lazily wway—in com-
parison with the ilight of the Falcon its movements seemed
laboured. There, on the ground, wax a racing Pigeon. Tts
vighl wing was broken and the throal was torn open, Pre-
sumably the Faleon had struck down the unfortunate
Pigeon only to be deprived of ils meal by the maranding
Harrier. Neither bird enjoyed Pigeon pie that afterncon.
for during the cvening it was served, suitably garnished
with parsley, at a certuin home nol such a great distanee
from the scene of the original encounter,  Fwo =mall
mementoes of the incident, in the form of an aluminium
ring and a rubber racing band, {ogether with a noic of hoth
thanks and sympathy, were later forwarded to the Racing
Pigeon Association—K. A, HINDWOOD, .00 Willonghby,
NESW.L 35 T 85

Funtail Cuekoo with Red-browed Finch. On Novemhber
15, 1951, in compuny with my brother. 1 tound the nest of
a Red-browed Fineh at Beaconsfield. Victoria, The nest
wits placed in a tall ten-tree bush al o height of twelve feet
from the eround. and contained one egg of the Fantailed
Cuckoo, together with two eggs of the foster bird, On No-
vemboer 20 we again visited the nesis but Tound that jtowes
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dezerted, although the three eggs were still theve.  On
examination It was found that one of Lthe eges of the Finch
wis slightly fractured and the contents of the cgg were
EBlown through this small aperture. Al the time of our first
vizit the eggs were cold, and it is more than likely thatl the
tost was deserted at that time. A very careful examination
was made bul no trace of egps having been cjected from
the nest could be tound. The most interesting fealure about
the nest was the fact that the entrance was so enlarged
thuat I mentioned the fact o my brother hefore I discovered
that the nest contained this most unusual combination. The
indications were such as lo lead me to believe that the
Cuckoo actually toreed the greater portion (if not all) of its
body into the nest in order to deposit ils ege, but of coursge
I am unable to say definitely whether the egg wus actually
Juid In the nest by the bird or laken there in its mouth.—-
N. T Favacoro, ka0, Mildura, Vie, 14 9 33,

Alhinos.—I am making a list of albino Auvatralian birds.
So far 1 have culled from The Einvwe the following :—Emu
(Vol, XVII, p. 74), Jabiru (X 243), Wedge-tailed Eagle
(NVI 167), Willie Wagtail (IV 169), Magpie (XVIII 71),
Pipit  (XXT 169), Yellow-tailed Thornbill (XXIT. 73)
(NXVIIT 13th . Satin Bower-bird (XXVI 310y, Crow
(IV 87)., There are severul references to albino Parrots,
hut no =pecilic Parrot iz mentioned.  [n The Bivds of Ans-
frafiv, by Lucas and Le Souéf, there is a photograph of an
alhine Magpie-Lark on page 340, and on page 392 one of a
Noizy Miner. Duoes anvone know of any others?—Marce
CoHN, R.A.O.U., Bendigo, Vie., 31 833,

Filitor's Note—TIn A, Cawpbell’s Nest and Kygs o veference Lo
an alline Lyve-hird appears on page h23, and an albine Stubble Quail
swopictured in North's Next wvod Rggs, Yol 1V, p. 174, The National
Muscurn, Melbourne, hax an albine Wookaburra.

Mr. A, 11 Mattingley has forwarded a copy of the leaflet
signed “D. Le Sonef. Hon. Sece. Provisional Committee”.
sent to ornithologists in Australia immaediately prior to the
ineeption of the Union—of which leaflet very few copies are,
apparently, now extani. T relers 1o the then recent Fede-
ration, and suggests a federal outlook on muatters ornitho-
logricud. An extraet of a letter received {rom Dr. P. 1.
selater is ineluded, which reads, 1 learn with pleasure that
vou are thinking of establishing an ornithologists’ Union
in Australin. I think it is a move in the right direction”.
Guarantees for annwid =ubscriptions are requested—refoer-
ence Lo proposed camps-out is made,  The birds thal =it on
the line weross the top of the leaflet arve, unfortunately, of
the type that sUll ornament Christmas cards,





