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Additional Notes on Surgeon

Arthur Bowes
By K. A IIINL)\-\-’()UI), R.A.().[:, \-x-'nz(mgm-. N

In The o Tor Julv, 1032 (Vol, XXX 108520 pp, 1720,
pls. 1600 T wrote of an O 1;J,m<11 nmunnseript J(ll]lﬂdl. writien
Dy Surgeon Arthur Bowes and now housed in the Mitchel)
Library, Syvdney. From eertain remarks in that journal it
Wis appurent that =ome of it ot least was tranzeribed (o
ansther source,

Since the publication of the paper in question [ have
noticed in the Historicad Recovds of New Soabh Wales
(Vol, TI, 1803, p. 389, of xcq.) extracts quoied from AN
Officer's Journal™, the officer being Surgeon Arthur Bowes
The per jod covered is from April 5, 1787, to April 50, 1738 —
that i=, from the time that hm\m left England until shovtiy
hofore his ship was discharged at Sydney Cove,

I is possible that (hiz journal is the original on whien
portion of the journal in the Mitchell Library is hascd. In
a gencrad sense the remarks from it, as quoted in the
Fictorical Recopds, weree wilh those in th(‘ manuscript copy
here, But haedly over in detail,

That two chlllLl‘\Lll}_Jf jowrnals (both scemingly originals)
ave in existence (2 not surprizing when we take into acconnt
the [ollowing facts. Customarily the Admiralty took pos-
sexnion of the diavies, log-hooks, or papers of officers, relur-
ing to a vovage. cither when the ship was discharged from
worvice or when the vevage was completed.  As the ship
in whiclh Dowes sailed, the Ledy Penrlope, was dizcharged
al Sadney the 1011111(11 ax handed over {presumably) to The
Admivadty would close towards the end of April or May.
Thut ix not =0 with the copy in the Mitehell Libravy, There
v evidenee cnoweh in that journal that =ome ot the deserip-
tions of events up to the discharge of the ship on May 25,
1732, have been copied from another source: thenceforth
there ix almost a daily vecord of the homeward voyage when

{he Loy Pesifign touched at Lord Howe Island, the Ker-
HhL(lt‘.{.r« and Ching, eventually reaching Ingland under
chuirter 1o the Bast India (ompan\

The Fditor of the Histarieal Records does not stale the
whereahouts of the journal from which he quotes.  Tn an
endeavour ta trace it 1 wrote to the Public Record Ofhee,
London, and received the following reply: —

AV R relerencs oo vonnr lutter of  10th Maren, concii ning T
Jonana! of Surgeer Arthor Bowes T aw diveeted sy the!
cenveh has been made T the -'\{lmnalt\ amd clher records, bt that
thee fowreal has not been frumd, Fnruivy was alsn made o 1l
Admiealty Lilearinon, withent sieeess”

The observations by Bowes, ax given below, are ehiefly
comcerned with bivds. Deing unable to trace the MEX
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journal from which they were originally taken I hove
extracted them trom the Historicel Reeords. They ave, ol
course, additional to those quoled by me in The Koo from
the Mitehell Library copy of Bowes jonrnal.

[t will e remembered that most of the First Fleet saited
into Botany Dav on January 20, 1783, but Capmain Arthor
Phillip, after exploring the surrounding land and  then
investigating the possibilities of Port Jack=on, ovdered the
ffeet to the latter place, where the Colony was established
on January 26, Bowes was much impressed by the scenery,
and not less so by the bird-life, as he sailed up Sydney Hur-
bour on that hisloric day. e remarks:—

“Tu deszeribe the beantitul and nevel appesrance ol the dierens
coves and lakes as woe =ail'd up = o task T shall nol undertoke, ne
o eonscious T oeannot do justice o the =ubject. Suffee it e =ay
that the Anest terves's, lawns, and grotioes, with dislinel plantazions
gt tallest and most stately trees I ever saw inoany nshioman™-
sroamds 1n England, cannot excel in beauty thosze w’'h naivre pee-
sonted Looour view,  The singing of the variouws bivds amone-t the
wers, amd Lthe flipghi of numerous: parrvaguels, loreiquets, cochiataos
and maceaws, made all around =eem lTike enchantment.”™
How different is the scene to-day after the pussing ot 115
viears of civilised progress.

Olher items of inlerest are:—

Fobvuaey 5, 17w,

SSaw b Wanoaron= and 2 Ostriches” [Emus=].
IFebruavse L, 1788,

“An alligator ali't 8 feel long, was scen elose by wheee b ogee o hivd
e just behind the camp, and has been seen amonest the teni= at
wicht woere than onee.”

The “alligator” was evidenlly a large “goanna” (Verows
et sy .




