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Brush Turkeys and Their Young.—3Mr. L. G. Chandler’s
notes on the Mallee-Fowl in The £mu for April, 1933, p. 303,
suggest the placing on record here of observations made
by me some years ago on the Brush-Turkey {Alectura
{athami). The particular point which interests me in Mr.
Chandler's article is his conjecture thal the scratehing of
the old birds on the mound about hatching time is done to
agsist the voung ones to liberty. I formed the same con-
clision after watching, on many occasions and at several
nests, the behaviour of the Brush-Turkey. I never had the
good fortune actually to witness {as Mr. Chandler did} the
emergence of a young one from the nest, although on one
or two occasions 1 saw newly-hatched young ones close to
nest-mounds which were being tended at the time by parcent
hirds.

One morning | was witness to a procedure which excited
hopes that the manner of the young Turkeys’ debut was
about to be revealed to me, On this oceasion T was in hid-
ing close to a nest when both parents appeared and began
seratching holes about the top circumference of the mound.
The male, which on previous oceasions i had seen doing the
same thing alone, now seemed excited by the presence of
hig male, #and interfered considerably with her work. Both
desisted for a time, and the male disappeared. Then |
noticed a tiny voung one with the female, who was feeding
near the nest. [t ran nimbly about her, and onee she seemaed
to chase it for a few vards. After a while she ascended
the mound alone and began scratching busily.  She cxca-
vated several holes so deep as almost o conceal her trom
me. alternately scratching with her feet and probing with
her bill. I momentarily expected to see a ehick uncarthed,
bul, unfortunately, in the midst of her labours she took
alarm at something and hurriedly left the scene. [ also
loft my cramped biding-place and, as [ walked away 1
flushed the young one from the spot where 1 had seen it
with the parvent half an hour before. 1t ran a short distance
and then flews with case to a branch twelve or fifteen feet
above my head.

Another day I surprized a Brush-Turkey in the acl ol
seratehing on the mound, and, on cxamining the latter, 1
found an cog partly uncovered at the bottom of a hote lefl
by the bird. Thix egg 1 removed and then replaced and
covered up. A fortnight later T exhumed it and found il
cracked and containing a fully-matured but dead chick.
Probably the failure to hateh was due in some way to my
inlerlfaerence.

These observations, I think, establish my eonclusion thai
the Brush-Turkevs assist the exit of their voung from the
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mound-nest either (possibly) by uncovering the cgy at the
moment of halching or {more probablv) by repeatedly
digging down to the eggs, so as to keep the mound material
isticks and leaves) so loosc as to make the voung one's
emergence by its own efforts comparatively casy.—(. H. H.
JERRARD, R.A.0.U.,, Bryncbool, Proston, Qld., 29 4 33,

Black-capped Petrel.—Occurring, or Tormerly oceurring
about the North Atlantic and Caribbean Seas, and Lreeding
in the West Indies (Haiti, Guadaloupe and Dominiea) and
Bermuda, 1his exceedingly rarve bird, the Black-capped
Potrel (Plevodrome hasttata), has little elaim to be placed
on the Australian list. Yet according to once authority at
least, a specimen has been obtained in Australian seas. In
the tenth edition of the Rev. C. A. Johns' Brifish Birds in
Their Haunts, 1890, is the {following note :(—

“A very small number of Capped Petrels have been oh-
tained, of which one was taken in Australian seas and the
others were broughtl from the West Indies. The only speci-
men observed in Great Britain was captured . . . near Swaft-
ham, in Norfolk.” It would be very Interesting 1o know
just where this Australian specimen was taken and also
whal has become of it, as the Checklist does not recognize
it, nor does Alexander, in his Birds of fhe Ocean, include
Australia in the range of this bird.—A. E. DRIDUEWATER,
R.A.0.U., Mansfield, Vic.

Editor’s Nate

The Black-capped DPelrel here referrved to must not be confused
with the bird 1o which the same vernacular name iz applied by e
Stidelph in the lazt paragraph of his article in this part on the effec
of eivilization upon New Zealand bird-life (). Godman 4 Mone-
grephoof Hhe Pefrela, 107-10Y vefors to the lwo forms a= the Cupped
Fulmar and the Sunday Istand Fulmar respectively:  Aloxander
{Divds of the Oeean) uses Black-capped Petrvel tor Plevodeoina busi-
tafe, and inceludes the other as a sub-species (FPlecodvomn crforin
ceritdentis) of the White-neeked Petrel. Mre. Stidelph's trivial name
s talien from Oliver ( New Zealapd Bicda), B,

Nest in Mine Shaft.—The Grey Shrike-Thrash (Colfrri-
einela harmonten) appears to prefer, for 4 nesting site, the
centre of some “suckers” growing from the stump of a cut
or broken eucalypt. At Wandin, Victoria, a pair built in
a large letier-hox and rearcd the young successlully. That
was merely a curious incident; but at Chillern, Victoris,
where thers are many abandoned shafis, the Thrush has
taken 1o building on suitable ledges therein, as far, in some
cases, as six feet below the level of the ground. 1low such
a habit could arise in a species which otherwise builds above
the surface is puzzling. Terhaps some light may be thrown
upon the subjeet by the fact that at South Morang, Victoria,
in the stecp-sided Smugglers’ Gully, Grey Thrushes have
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more than once been found nesting on ledges. If that habit
iz greneral {which I am unable to say), then from the ledge
on the side of a steep eully it would be no great step to
using a similar site in 2 man-made shaft. It would be
interesting to hear of this species making similar uge or
shafts in other localities—E. 8. ITaNKs, R.a.0.v., Coburg,

el e
Vie., 9.5 34,

Daylight Killing by Winking OwL--On Sunday, May 21,
1993 while walking through the golf links at Glenroy, 1
heard # commotion among the birds and running to the
{ree from whence il came 1 found a Winking Owl (Niwox
conlicens) * with a Starling (STernus valgaris) in its claves.
The Starling was still strogeling, but rapidly becoming
wonker., The time was then about 2 pum. After my follow-
ing the Owl Irom tree to Lree for about ten minutes il finally
sedfled in its usual roosting tree.  IL did not geem to be In
a hurry to eal itz prev but would pull out a few feathers
from Lhe bird now and again, When flying from tree to
tree the Owl kepi its kill held well up under ils breast so
that it was difficult 1o see that it carried anything., When
the Owl was perching the Starling was held by the head
with one loot.

Whoen the Owl commoenced to eat its kill it started from
the neck and cleaned all the flesh from the breasl down.
While the breasi-bone and legs were being caten 1 eould
hear the bird breaking off pieces of bone, The entrails were
then ealen.  Althooeh all the teathers were picked off the
breast, the teathers of the back and wings, with Lhe ex-
ceplion of a few which fell out, were caten with the Nesh
and bones,  The head was eaten last. The bird ate daindily.
tearing off =mall portions and eating them leisurely.  The
time taken from when the bird was caught until ithe Owl
finished eating it was three hours filtcen minutes.

The Owl wus first noticed in the links on March 19, Since
it has been there numbers of ejected peliets have been found
inder some of the trees.  The pellets eonsisted mainly of
cockehnfer and ericket casing, while some of them contained
fur, feathers and small bones—W. HFEATICOTE, R.A.0.U,
Puscoc Vale, Vie, 20 5 33,

Tropic Petrels.-In looking through a private log which
[ kept many vears ago during a voyage from San Francisco,
pound Cape Horn, and up to Britain through the Atlantic,
and in which are many notes on cetaceans, birds and other
animals, [ came across a relerence to a Pelvel of which we
captured two specimens for examination. A flock of these

SifBeult of distinetion from the Boobook Gwl (V. Lonhooly in the
field, -Fall
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had kept in our wake lor days, apparently never vesting
day or night. According to a book pussesszed by the Chiet
Officer, who had a taste for natuval hiztory, the birds were
Leuch’s Storm Petrel {(Thallassidroma Tewchil), and the
deseription was: Seven inches in length, ol a brownish-
black colour, with grey transverse bands on the wings, and
white on the tail, which is forked. The size i< intermdiate
hetwween the large Tropie Petrel {T. fropice) and the small
Stormy Pelvel (T. pelugica) of which last we saw hundred-
in the Sonthern Ocean.  When lald gently on their backs
the captured birds would remain quictly in that position
for a minute or Lwo, but op reviving from this shovt trance,
one was very pugnacious, biting savagely at the lingers
The bill was long, black, hooked at the extremity, and sur-
mounted with tubular nostrils.  Afler examination the birds
were liberated.

This was in the Atlantie. Lat. 3 16" 3., Long. 30 1" W,

The only books in which 1 can find this species poterred
to ave Collingwood’s RumbBles of ¢ Nulwralist (186X)., 1n
which he sayvs that the most plentiful bird on wpproaching
the East African coast was the Fork-tailed Petrel (Thel
fassidronia feachiily, which was first observed 1300 miles
wost of Juva Ilead, where the only intervening land waz
the Keeling Islands, and a volume of the €hrieut Line (uide
(188%) which has a chapter on “Nature at Sea’”, by Mid-
Aleton-Wake, F.L.&.. in which he says, “Fork-tailed Petvel
(Procetlavin leachiiy : Generul plumiage, soulyv-hlack with
while above the tail, which has a long fork, Atlantic, strays
into Mediterrancan.”  No mention is made of a Tropic
Storm-Petrel, which, according to the Chief Oflicer’s vol-
ume {name forgolten), is vather larger than the Tork-
tailed species,

It would Le intervesting to know what ave the present-dgay
names of these two Petrels, and whether ihey are over
fornd west of Lhe American eontinent as well as cast of 1t
11 8T1varT DovE. R.A0.C., West Devonport, Tas, 6 3 53

Thetloaeilroe leweld Cheeetpinddeonpe desearcfiog 1 Leaeh’s Storm-
Fotrell; Bering Sca, Narth Pacifie and Nerth Attantie Oreans, =oath
i winter thJapan, Mesico, Brazil, veeasionally 1o Cape ot Croned Flope,
T, pelugive Hoed robries pelogicns (Britizh Stovm-Poteely; astern
Notrth Attantie and Meditevranean Seas, seuth in winter to Red Sc.
and west coast of Afriea, cceasionally to Greentand, Labnialor, New-
fonndland, Nova Seotia, Cape of Good Hope anl vanzibay, Fo o dpegiien
s Fregettu Tipide i(iould Storm-Petrel) ; southern covans, north o
the tropios—inchudes Australian = ax,—Fad.

The ubove distributionz of the three species are taken fvom W,
Alesander’s Hicds of the O -Fd,

Unusual Nesting Site of Sevicorois fronfalix.—The White-
Erowed Serub-Wren (Sericornis froufalis) is usually associ-
aded with ereeck-sides and dense undergrowth, cupecially
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during the all-important task of rearing a family, when the
parents usually consider a secluded retreat essential. A few
vedrs ago, carly in October, a pair wus discovered nesting in
2 gmall tangle of rank grass at the foot of an ornamental
tree in the house garden, a most unusual situation for such
birds to choose. At the time the nest contained young which
were safely reared, although a dog caused the parcnts much
worry by sleeping a few inches away. At the end of Novem-
her of the same year the birds nested again, this time in
a very small area of rank grass only a few yards from the
kitchen door, and but one yard from a gate which was
heing used almost every hour of the day. TUnfortunately
the grass was being cleaned up when the nest was dis-
covered, and the birds deserted it, although the egps were
partly incubated. At other times of the year, too, Scrub-
Wreng show a fearless disregard for man, espeeially during
gavdening operationz, when they forage about, seeking
small worms and insects almosgt [rom under the spade.
“White ants” are congidered a great delicacy, judging by
the number that a party of the birds devoured when an old
post was uprocted. At this feast they were ably assisted
by a number of Blue Wrens (Malures eyeneus) —A, E.
BRIDGEWATER, R.A.0.G., Mansfield, Vie,, 5 5 33,

Glossy  Black Cockatoo.-—The Glossy Black Cockatoo
(Celyptorkynchus fadhem?) is fairly plentiful in this dis-
irict, frequenting the forest oak (Caswaring) country and
feeding chicfly, i{ not entirely, on the sceds of the oak. Henee
its local name of “Nuleracker.” The cones containing secd
are not hard, however, but tough and woody, so that the
birds chew rather than cruck the cones, and the ground
helow fuvoured trees is thickly carpeled with the husks,
The birds will allow a close approach while feeding, so that 1
often wateh them with never-failing interest. It s a re-
markable Tact that they always use the lett foot to hold the
cones, which they turn and twist while chewing at them
with their powerfu! mandibles. They feed quielly, and
often the only indication of their prescnee is a clicking
sonnd as they work away on the cones, but when there is a
voung one present it keeps up a continuous squeaking and
makes no atlempt to feed itself. Generally they are seen
in twos and threegs and even when they come together in
4 Mlock of a4 dozen or so the family units remain unbroken.

Thelr flight, from tree to tree, locks laboured but there
is a peculiar buoyuney about it that T have notieed in no
ather bird. They can appear graccful enovugh at times,
qs when, with expanded and down-curved wings, they
sweep down from the tops for their evening drink, the
while uttering their ereaking eall. Tor scveral vears 1
searched in vain for a neat, and bushmen questioned on the



il
-1

Yok NEXIL Stray Fealhers

PR

subject had never heard of one being found. However,
early In 1932 1 was talking to a neighbour, Mr., Carter, who
told me he had scen the birds about likely hollows and prom-
ised to keep a look-out. On April 10, 1932, Mr, Carler sent
word that he had found a nest only a quarter of a mile
from his house, so next day [ went over, accompaniod by
a4 pood climber, Harry Johnston. The nesling hollow wuas
nearly 70 feet from the ground in the main trunk of a tall
dead white gum standing on an open flut and aboul one
hundred yards from the Iigna Barney River, The female
would not flush when the tree was tapped, but did so when
A stone thrown up struck a branch just below the entrance
hole.

A high wind was blowing at the time, and the old tree
vocked and swayed, but Harry Johnston wus seon 50 feet
up the tree, as far as the rope ladder would go. From there
he managed to throw a line over a branch at the nest, and
s0 hauled uvp the ladder, a difficult feat, requiring steady
nerves. The single cgg was placed on the earthy material
at the bottom of the hollow, three feet Trom the enirance.
With the egp safely packed away, we turned our attention
to getting 1he ladder down, but a rung caught in the rotlen
wood on top of the branch, and as ferking at it vocked the
tree dangerously, Johnston had to slide down the rope, of
which there was plenty attached to the ladder. We thought
it was a case of having to fell the tree Lo rescue our ladder.
but after a great deal of manceuvring it came down with a
run.

My, Carter had some inleresting observations to make
on the finding of the nest.  He had noticed the hirds about
{he flat, and it is worth mentioning that on one occuasion he
saw lhem feeding on the sceds ol a small “apple tree”
(Angophore). On April 3 he went over late in the evening
and knocked vigorously on the big eucalypt. the only likely
tree about, but without result. Howoever, he sal down to
wait and almeost immediately heard the ereaking call of the
male and szaw it sweeping down from the “top” country,
a thousand feet above. On looking up at the hollow, he
was surprised to ses the female, and presently she flew out
to a nearby tree, where she was fed by the male. This
same performance wasg witnessed on several evenings, the
male sometimes coming from the Tomaulla Tops, on the
opposite side of the river, a continuation of the famons
Barrington Tops, some 20 miles south. When the foemale
was flushed on April 11 she flew from trec to troe up to-
wards the tops and did not return until late in the after-
nocn. She could then be heard scratching about in the
hollow, and was fed az usual by the male at sundown, re-
turning again to the hollow while her mate {lew off to his
roosling trec by the river,
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This pair of birds nested again, in the top ol a tall, shel-
tered tree a couple of hundred yards [vom their first nest.
and no doubt ovenlually reared a young one.

On May 3, whilst out mustering, my brother noliced &
Cockatoo ly from a dead tree und as I was near the place
next day, I went over and tapped the bult of the tree, adead
stringybark. A Glossy Cockatoo  flushed from  the top.
where it was broken elean off about 30 feet Irom the ground.
Two dayvs laler Harry Johnston elimbed to this nest and
found, about four feet down from the lop, a voung one
clothed in vellow down and apparently just batched, as the
two picers of egg shell were still in the hollow, Like the
previous nest, thiz one was situated in open conntry, =o thu
{he birds apparently like to get away from the heavy forest
for breeding purposes.—I. L. HYEM., R.AOT., Mernot.
Barrington, N.8.W., 15 2 33,

Tusmanian Noles.—A  Spotted Owl (Novoa nocw-sce-
Tewehia) was found with two partly-fledged young in a hol-
low limb, at the end of October, 1932, at Lewixham, southert
Tasmanin. A pair of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos (Cel-
aploriynens fracreas) brought their three young ones in
the school grounds at Foreett in the first week of November.
1032 The voung were roughly fledged and aceompanied
their parents to the tall wattle 1rees growing at one end of
the school grounds. One pavent took one youngste; and the
other the remaining two, The older bivds searched along
the wattle limbse whilst theie offspring kepl up continual
screeching, bexeeching cries. 10 the parents were longer
than usual in securing a “erub” the youngsters “lopped”
alone (o them and serceched harder and louder and flapped
their wings to aftract attention, Oceasionally the old hirds
wearied of this and flew off to another {ree, bul were im-
mediately followed by their Insatiable young., It is worth
noting thal these young birds had been hatehed in the early
spring. in the Fpping Forest distriet these Cockiatoos com-
menced Lo nest in November, so that the birds under notice
were very eatly. They stayed for some weeks in the ad-
jacent wattle and gum paddocks.

Levently, when roturning from the beach, T fushod =
Ground Parvot (£Pezopoiws walliens) from the herbage al
the edee of the shore. Tt flew a short distanee and dropped
into a tangle of shorter serub.

In October a loeal lad reported finding a nest ol Spor-
winged Plover {Lobilyn sora-holtaondiz) situated on Clyde
Island, which is separated from the mainland by kelp-lined
waler ehannels that may be eroszed at low tide, The four
erps wore placed in a seanty tussock growing in a firsure
of the rock, well out in an open space which is oceasionally
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swept by foam when a strong south-east gale is on. 1 visited
the nest to obtain photographs.  When the time eame to
take the voung ones T found them running about, reugh
seas having prevented my crossing in time to photograph
them whilst hatching.,  With the assistance of two hoys
with me, wo captured the little ones and placed them back
in the nest, The parents, sercaming sbove, helped con-
siderably in our task of capturing the voung, thely warning
cries causing the young to remain cronched.  Passing by
an hour later we suw @ baby Plover running on the lower
platform, having evidently falien from the cliffs twenty feet
or =0 above. 1le looked a pathetic mite against the rocky
walls with the foam breaking a few feel from him. We
catight him and placed him with hix family on top. Their
foud problem puzzled me. The island is a bare hali acre.
with bui little woil, in which subsist o fow sheoaks, “pig-
face”™ weed and a small freshwater soakage occupled by
coarse reeds and tussocks.  In a Tortnight, the family. by
then only three, had been removed to o paddock o quarter
of a mile away. 1 do not know how the parents managed
1o transport the voung ones tor it would be impossible for
the little ereatures to eross the watery gulches,

A pair of Double-banded Dotterels (Charedeivs beiicfis)
nested o o corner of the Seven-mile Beach, The femals
was sitting in early December, 1932, und the young wers:
aufely halched.*—(Mi1ss) J. A. FLETCHER, R.AOU., Bagle.
hawk Neck, Tasmania.

“The Double-banded Dolterel breeds normally in New Zealand and
theve is no prior detinile record of itz nesting in Awstralia or Tas-
mania. The late Col. Legee considered thad ol prebably nested on
seme of the islatds in Bas: Steait—s=ce Nests amd Fgys, Campbeib
at p.od B

Wies Pleteher was communicated with relative to hor vecind, and,
atrer the seiting up of the foregoing, replicd as Follow-:

ST flid ot see the Double-Tronted Daotterel. mentioned o paa-
graph, mv=ell, but the accurrvence was reportd by a lad o vightese,
a4 keen nalure ehsorver, who knows Lthe ondinaey Dotterels welll ool
their neat=, having Found many.  He was =0 stenel with the dith
appearance of thiz pair, the double bands particulavly impees
him, thal he came to see my sister to ask her about the hirds as Tre
had never found one of thely nesix belore. She communicated with
woe. and 1 identified the bivd from her deserintion, Oae couldn't go
wreme, e alse deseribed the difference in The vgee Jram those ol
the Ted-capped and Hooded. which he knew well.

One January T cwwe upon o pair of the Double-banded on he
beach near Fos! Blaff, at Wynvard, with two young enes fnodowsn.
I montioned this to Colomel Lewge, and he said he Yelieved these birds
bred in the Straits [slands, and saw no rveason why they should 1ot
alzn do =0 here

T came upnt partly-groen young ones ot the Diouble-panded, with
a flock of Lhe same, when eamping lor a few duys ab Bisters [QETO
Beach. near Rocky Cape. This was in the numth of Mareh, Not
aire of the vear from memery, and can't lay my bands an the reeords
at present, bud think it was 1918
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Further Addition {o Sysfema Aviwm Avstralasinaorion.
—Under date February 18, 1933, Mr. Gregory M. Mathows
torwarded the following notes received too late for publica-
tion in the list of corrections, ete., published in Vol XXXII,
1 2RZ2.

To the Systema Avium Aunstralasionarum, Vol 1, 1927, p.
230, add this new bird to the Australian Avifauna—

Piscatrix nicolli, White-tailed Red-footed Booby.
Dhistr.: Madagascar, Mauritius, Glorioso Island
(brecding) ; Liltle Cayman Island, West Indics

{brecding): and Aliepata, Western Samoa

{breeding) ; Raine Island, Queensland: Navi-

gator Istand; Henderson Island.
PPiscatrix nicolli niecolli {Gy. and M. Pracd).

Sulee wiealli Grant and Mackworlth-Praed, Bull. Brit. Orn.
Clul, Vol LI, po 118, Fel, 24nd, 1933, Gloviosa Island,
north ol Muadagascar, Indian Ocean.

Distr.: Aadagasear and waters adjacent.

Piscatrin nicolli grantana suhap, nov,
Differs from P ow. aieddli above in having the under parts
vather paler, more pure ash-colour.
Type from Raine Island, Queensland, and is lhe spoeci-
men mentioned by Grant as above,
Distr.: Raine Island; Navigator Island and Hen-
derson lIsland.

2. 115, add Genus Paranectiris
Poraneetri=, Iredale, Austr. Zeol,, Vol VI, I’t. 2,
p. 115, Jan, 14, 1930. Type (by original desig-
naliony Proe. griseus Gm,

Movement of Flame Robins.—On April 9, 1333, T had the
cood fortune to see the Flame Robins (Pefroica phoenicen)
arrive at Glenroy, Victoria, on what was posgibly their
zcasonal migration from the mountain districts in central
Vietoria to the lowlands, | was in the Northern zolf links
at 6.20 p.m. when the birds began to arrive. They came in
parties of rom twelve to fifteen birds, flying low along the
vround and rom the north. 1 counted eleven parties of
birds and T am certain that there were other parties besides
those which T observed. As each party of birds arrived ils
members flew into the trees bordering lhe links and set-
tled down for the night. The next evening 1 made a tour
of the links to find out how many of the birds had remained
but I eould find only thirtyv-seven birds although I had seen
many more arrive the night before. They remained in the
links until about April 13, when the first birds were observed
outside the links boundary.—W. HEATHCOTE, R.A.0.U., Pas-
coe Vale, Vie., 20 5 33,
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Notes on the Wedgebill..—In their recent paper on the
Mallee Whiphird, Messre. Howe and Ross refer to the ques-
tion, “Has the Wedgebill ever been recorded from Vietorin 2™
The Official Checklist includes “Int. Vie.” in the range of the
bird. Leach, in An Auafralion Bird Book, ineludes it in the
seventh odition as occurring in the interior of each State,
and as it is not included in the earlier edilions there iz an
implication that a definite record from Vieloria had been
eslablished.* There seems no reason why It should not be
found in the Mallee distriets of Vietoria as well as in New
South Wales and South Australia.

My only experience with the Wedgcebill was on the Dullon
River, near Quilpie, Queensland, in June, 1932. | expected
to come across it, bul spent some weeks in fruitless search.
One evening, just before dark, I saw iwo birds fly inte «
patch of thick mulga. At first ! mistook them for Chest-
nut-crowned Babblers, which abound in the disirict. Before
they vanished, however, I noted that their tails were longoer
and wider than those of the Babbler. A few weeks later |
heard the calls of a strange bird proceeding from uan ise-
tated clump of lignum on a small plain. I went at once on
foot to investigate. I found the thicket to be roughly cir-
cular, about twenty yards in diameter and almost impene-
trable. As I started 1o work my way towards the stranger.
which was still ealling, several rabbits ran oul and the noise
cengsed. A party of Wreng was erecping about just in front
of me: most of them were “browns”, but finally a beautifuy)
male came into view for a few sceconds, e was identified
as the Purple-backed (Malvrus qssimilis), but vanished
almost immediately. and was nol seen again, e was much
more wary than his “wives”, and appeared to be the only
adult male in the family.

After a good deal of ecarcful stalking, rendered doubly
difficult by the carpet of dry twigs, 1 came in sight of the
bird [ was after. [U was perched on a twig two feel above
the ground, singing at intervals. The notes resembled those
of the Horsfield Bush-Lark (Mirafra jarawiea), but the
volume was much greater. The bird was undoulitedly a
Wedgebill.,  Apainst the dark background it appeared a= o
brownish-grey bird about the size of a Mappie-Lark, with
an inconspicucus ereat and a large tail.

Afler watehing it in silence for some time, 1 dizturbed it
in order Lo observe its mode of light. I lushed Tow down
towards another pateh of lignum, the wing beuats being even
and not very rapid., The tall was depressed and fanned.

Leach Tollowed The Cheelelisd, There appears to e no dedinite
record from Victeria to justity its inelusion in The Checidli=z! Trom that
State, Poszaibly, Messrs, Hoss and Howe's helietf that theyv hoed soen
a Wedgebill 1y the Mallee ccuntry (dating back 1o TN was v
sible for ils mmeluxion,  Thowe who had it ineladed arve ne o
available —10],
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and the broad white tip on cach feather identifled it as the
stranger which I had previously seen. A moment later 1
heard the calls ol several birds proceeding from the place
where the first had disappearved. I left them and turned my
attentions Lo the Meliras family —A. . CAMERON, RAOTU.,
Diddeston, Qld.

Australia’s “Tailor-birds”™.—1I" thore is one Australiun
hird which, more than another, arouses admiration in re-
spect of nost-building cleverness, it is the small Cisticoln
crili=, known variously in the vernacular as the Golden-
headed Fantail-Warbler—an  altogether too cumbersome
Cofficial”  name—ceorn-bird, swamp-warbler, and  grass-
warbler.  AMembers ol the R.AOQ. U party, who comyprised
the expedition of 1921 to Yeppoon and Byfield, Queensland,
will recall how abundant these hivds wore in the tall, rank
orass of the region, and how treely their strange songs, a
mipgling of gasping chirps and whistles, were heard as the
tiny creatures Muitered, like so many golden buttertlies, in
the air above.  Oddly enough, howovoer, my expericnce of
the hirds at their nests was not gained in Queensland’s free
spaces, bul hard by Svdney, During last summer, for
example, Mr. J. 8. ', Ramsay and I—accompanicd on one
oecasgion by Dr. W Macgilliviray—inspected al various times
ten nests that were situated along the edge of the Dee Why
tagoon, immediately north of Manly. The first two nests,
voth of which weve discovered by Mre. Ramsay about the
middle of November, werve models of their kind, One, buill
in reeds about a fool high, was constructed of fibre and had
two lurge leaves from a shrub growing near by woven into
the back wall.  The leaves were not detached from the
plant, and I have no doubt thal the “tailor-birds” chose the
siiuation especially to avail themselves of that leafy sup-
port.  ‘The second nest, even more beautiful, was built in
green grass away from o shrub of any kind; il was con-
structed entively of the fluffy substance from dandelions,
amd was supported by grass-stems stitched into the rear, the
“thread” apparently being strands from spiders’ webs,

A month later. on December 17, we inspected no fewer
than six nests, four of which were supported by the leaves
of blackberry bushes. A weck later again T glanced casually
at one of the nests, and, noting that baby mouths were no
ongor to be seen, T commenced Lo eut the nest down, where-
upotl. to my astonishment, three eges were revealed. T tied
The nest up again, but later found thut it had been deserted,
probuldy because the leaves around had wilhered as a resull
of the cutting.  Two points appear to emerge from this
experience: (1) thui the birds <omelimes use the same nest
for Lo broods, and (2) that they insist on green leaves™ ax

Slight not the intestevence, apart from the witherine ol Jewves,
Foe causer] the desertinn?— T,
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nesting material, and In most cases choose their sites
aceordingly.

The most remarkable nest I have scen, however, wis one
which T sceured alfter the vounyg had departed.  This gquaint
structure was almost entirely composed  of  bBlackberry
leaves, there being no fewer than twenty-throee stitehed to-
eother in highly artistic fashion, AMost of the leaves aver-
uged two inches long by one inch wide.  All but four or
five were completely sewn into the nest, the minority being
attached only by their tips. Three leaves, forming the hood,
had the green side fucing oulwards, whereas all 1the others
had the nnder side showing,  This seemed to be o muiter
of convenience rather than taste. The body of the nest
was about the size of a tennis ball, and the chamber, heanti-
fully fashioned among all those leaves, wag solt and cosv
with whitish fibre and webbing., Huas anvone watched these
birds at their stitching? There seems to be no room for
doubt that the bill is used az a needle, and that spiders’
strands are threaded through {he tiny holes, and then tied
or fixed by the birds in workmanlike fashion.—A. H.
CHISHOLM, C.v.a0.U., Mclbourne, Vie, % 6 33,

Unusual Nests and Nesting Sites. —While indexing my
volumes of The Frre, 1t occurred 1o me that if all the ae-
counts of unusual nests and nesting siles were collected into
ome article, they may Interest members, particularly new
members and those who do not possess a complele set of
The Ewr. My own sel 1z not complele, although nearly so.
Perhaps someone will wrile up those instancesg, if any, which
were reported in Volumes 1, IT, I1TI, IV, and XX

In Volume V, page 157, Iz an aceount of a Grev Thrush
nesting in the wicker from a demijohn; of 4 Pipit and a
Little Crake utilizing old jam ting; of a Swallow bullding in
d pair ol old trousers hanging up in a shed. Then there j=
the Rifle Bird which embellished its nest with the cast-of!
skin of a snake (Vol. VIL, p, 204), A Starling’s nest, con-
taining one cgg, was found in the wool of a live sheep (Vol.
X, p. 200); a Swallow’s nest under a railway earriage which
was in use every dayv (Vol. X1, p. 211) : a Sparrow’s nest in
a puard’s van (Volo XX po 78 and Theks' nests in old
rabbit-burirows (Vol. XI, p. 215).  Masked Finches, in the
Gulf of Carpentaria area, are rveported (Vol, XIIL pp, 100
und 195) to place lumps of chaveoal in their nests, This
may not be “unusual,” beenuse all the nests of Masked
Finches that were Tound contained charcoal.

Hundreds of White Cockatoos (Vol. XIII, p. 120) used {o
make lheir nesls in the cliffs of the River Murray neav
Cournamont. Evidently the Starling i not to blame lor
monopolizing the trees, because the Cockatoos were men-
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tioned, a long time ago, by Gould. I wonder if their de-
scendants are there to-day., A Magpie-Lark’s nest built
without mud seems extraordinary, but in Volume XIV, p.
170, appears a photograph of such a nest and a statement
that it was made of wet cow-dung, feathers, dry grass, wool.
and a little elay.

In Volume XV, page 148, i3 a statement that u nest was
found in a trench during the Great War—one of several, 1
believe—and on page 189 is a photograph of a Flame Robin
nesting in a tobaceo tin, which had heen nailed to a wall.
Another photograph on page 258 depicts the nest of 1 White-
browed Wood-Bwallow on a coll of wire-netting, A photo-
graph of 4 Serub-Wren’s nest in a frying-pan appears
facing page 191 of Volume X Vi, and in the same Volume, on
page 176, is one of a Yellow-tailed Thornbill's nest built in
a fence. A pair of Swallows built a4 nest on the bill of a
dead Eagle which had been hanging in an outhouse (Vol.
XVIL, p. 215). On page 235 of that Volume i3 a sad story
of a pair of Swallows that built a dead Swallow into their
nest. From the account it seems that the dead bird wax
once the mate of onc of the others, or at any rate the
uriginal owner of the nest,

Old kitchen utensils seem to be valued by birds as nesting
sites.  An old kettle was used (Vol. XXI, p. 143) scveral
times by a pair of Brown Tree-Creepers; and a pair of Ruff-
tailed Thornbills constrocted a nest in an old rusty safe.
which was hanging on a shrub (Vol. XXIII, p. 72). In the
same Volume at page 216 a Striped Brown Hawk is stated
to have laid its eggs on the tap of a nest of a stick-nest-build-
ing rat; on page 237 a Black Duck’s nest was placed in thut
of either a Crow or a Hawk; and on page 321 a Yellow
Robin has festooned its nest with pieces of newspaper in-
stead of the usual streamers of bark, A pair of Yellow-
tailed Thornbills (Vol, XVI, p. 196) and a pair of Brown
Treecreepers (Vol. XXVIIL p. 229), which birds usually
nest in bushes and hollow branches respectively, chose holes
in ithe ground for their nests. This was more unusual i
the Thornbills than in the Trecereepers. Another Yellow
Robin (Vol. XXIX, p. 227) decorated its nest with plecoes
of newspaper; a Swallow (Vol. XXIX, p. 75) built an the
top of a door of a church; and a Black-tailod Water-Ten
(Vol. XXI1 p. 28) nested in a kerosene casce. A Willie-
Wagtail (Vol. XXVIIL, p. 191) built its nest inside 2 Swal-
low™s which was in a cowshed.

In a kerosene lin, cut on the side, & Magpie (Vol, XXX,
p. 96) construcied a comfortable nest from clippings of gal-
vanized iron and pieces of wire, and lined it with horschair.
feathers and paper. In Volume XXX, facing page 168, is a
curious photograph of the nests of a Blackbird and 2 Thrush
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joined together; the Thrush's was evidently made later
than the Bluaekbird's, beeause the latter's eres were infer-
tile. The Willie-Wagtail 18 prominent again as a =elector
of unusual nesting sites in Volume XXX, p. 306, On this
oecasion she chose a piece of wire, slung between two
rafters ol 4 barn, ag a perch for her nest.

In Volume XXXI, on page 270 we are toid of the Magpie
that placed its nest on a stone wall; on page 206 of Fairy
Marting building in an old steam boiler: and on page 304 of
Tree Martins nesting in the sail cover ol a boat.

The latest reported curiosity is in Volume XXXII, p. 6.
This relates how a Willie Wagtail built on a rail ol & pen
overhanging a sheep dip, remained during 1the dipping of
the sheep, and hatched out her clutch—Mare Conx,
R.A.0.U., Bendigo, Vie.

Fditer’s Naote

On page 13 of Volume II 2 an account of Whitefuces nesting in
a wond heap and others in garden refuse. Vol IT alzo has veeords of
singular nesting sites of Crimszon Pinches-—one in the thatel of a
prass-built hutl, occupied at the time (p. 29), and the other in a g
hanging in a tree (p. H6)

In Vol. 111 at page %) are vecords as follow of unusual nesling siles
of Swallows: —Inside the ridee beard of a shearing shed mmediately
above the sheep In the sweating pens; on top of three pannikins hung
from a nail inside a store; hehind broken akivting ol a vabin of
wreeked vessel two miles frem shove; under hatches on lop of the
bulkhead of a &-ton cutter used in the locality described W tne artiele
in which the instances ave given. On several cecasions the hoat satler
with a nest containing eggs or young, amd the old bivds followed it--
on one peeasion for thirty-Hve miles and buck.,  On ledees ol timber
lining wells, even when waler was regularly being dravwn, were olhey
favourite situations.

On page 16 of Volume IV iz a reference to a Dusky Iobin that
built in a corner wherve a scheo! verandah joined a house. A case o
a Grey Shrike-Thrush nesting in o mine shao't is recorded o this part,
Mr. Cohn docs not record the incident of a Flame Robin resting in
a landing net described in Vol XXX, p. 211

Additions (o the Union’s Egg Collection.—Since the times
when collectors visited several unfrequented and widely-
separated parts of Australia searching for material for the
splendid collection of eggs which the late H. L. Whiic he-
queathed to the Melbourne Museum, additions to the Union’s
erg collection have not been numerous, but recently the fol-
lawing six elutches were veceived from Miss J. AL Fletcher,
of Euglehawk Neek, Tusmaria: Lewin Waler Rail (flallu-
pectoralisy, 5, 4; Australlun Spotted Crake  (Porsane
Ruminea), i Spotless Crake (0 plewbea), 4, 50 and
Southern Emu-Wren (StHpifures nealnehrresy, B0 Miss
Fletcher’s thoughtfulness and gencrosity have been much
appreciated, and it 1s hoped that other membeys of the Taion
who are particularly intevested in the oolegieal branch of
ornithology will, when oceasions arise. follow her example.——
J. A Ross, r.a.0.U., Melboarne, Vie., 9 6 33,

B



66 Stray Feathers L TS

Tur Ll

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike Hovering.—On February 1%
and 26 T observed two Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrikes ({Jore-
cint wova-hollovdie) hovering like the Nankeen Koestrel
(Faleo corehroides). Notleing that some of these hovering
Hights woere of long duration T decided to time some and
found (hat the flights varied from fifteen seconds down Lo &
few wing beats, aecording to the time it took to find an in-
seet. The bivda were feeding on grasshoppers, The method
af hovering was to heat steadily with the wings while keep-
ing the tail depressed and spread out. While the Kestrel
i~ hovering the wings are moved in an exagperated vibra-
tion but with the “Black-Tace” it is a deep steady beat. The
birds were feeding in this manney belore 1 arrived and !
watched them for over an hour, They were still feeding
when 1left. While they were hovering they kept Lurning
their heads from side lo side, sweeping the ground with
ome exe. When an inseet was sighted the bird would fold
itz wings und drop swiftly down, When close to the ground
the bird would open its wings, using them as o “brake”, so
a= net to hit the ground too hard. It would then pounce on
the inseet and take it in its bill and Oy to the nearesi tree
=some little distanee away to consume it.  This it would do
Ly hitling it on the branch to kill it and then swallowing
it whole. The only reason that I can advance is that there
were ng trees immediately near this patch of grass provid-
ing an observation post from which the birds eould watch
for grasshoppers and other insects. The birds were hover-
ing at 4 height of about twelve feet and averaged a flight
ahout ench Lwo minutes.

I have often noticed the Nunkeen Kestrel, Restleas Fly-
catcher and Eastern Spinebill hovering but this is the first
time b ohave notieed the Dlack-faced Cuckoo-Shrike—W.
HEATHCOTE, RAQT., Pascoe Vale, Vie,

Althongh ot a conmvmon action of the Lird, there ave nevertheless

aotesher ol recerds of Coreespn popra-holiondie hovering as de
TO R LTI R U

An Unusual “Aceident™. —It i3 not often that one finds,
Iy treading on it, a bivd thal is being sought for, vet that i-
what happened to a companion, Mr. R, Emerson, R.A0.U.
and mes We hud been out all day on a pateh of heath
coundey in French™s Forest with the objeet of making a list
of the birds that occarred there. The task was almost com-
pleted and only one or two birvds that we expected to list
vemained to be seen.  Of these the Painted Quuil (Twrniv
sarfe) was one and after mueh gearching we were aboul
Ta give ap when we heard o fluttering just behind us. We
turned and =ww our subject. now unfortunately hreathing
s last, One of uz had aceldently trodden on it-—G. TR
GANNON, R.ADU., Avtarmon, N.SW,
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The Swift in Flight.—Aceounts have come to hand of
gredt companices of Spine-tailed Swifts (Ifirandupics eado-
citus) appearing near Mangan (a mining township near
ithe east eoast) and Evandale (twelve miles south-cast of
Launceston) in the last week of March, The air is deseribed
a3 having been filled with the birds as far as the cye could
see, some fairly low down, others at a great height. Here
at Devonport 1 have seen only one small party of about a
dozen near Mersey Bluff—on Marceh 21---and they were
aot migrating but heading east, perhaps to join the great
azsemblage near Luunceston. When 1 firsl came to live by
the Mersey, however, vast flights of these birds were seen
lor several autumns,  One is particularly impressed on my
memory,when the whole atmosphere between South Devon-
port and the wooded hills towards Mt. Roland scomed «
Aving mass of Swifts gliding, wheeling and =oaring—a
wonderful spectacle of gathering migranls.  On another
neeasinn I watched an almogt continuoeus suceeszion of these
bivds passing overhead lowards the north-west at no great
neight until dark—and after—for the swish of the long
wings could be heard when the flicrs were no longsr visible,
Thousands must have passed in that stream, when they werc
leaving lov the northern breeding ground:z.—H. STrary
[JOVE, k.A0.10., West Devonport, Tas., 15 4 30,

Richard Atkins (1745-1820)—An Early Aviculturist.—
Many gquaint natural history items may be gloaned from the
varly files of the Syduey Geazette, which commenced publica-
tion on March 3, 1803, and data of biographica) and bib-
lographical importance may somelimes bhe guarried from
thiz mine of information. Thus in the Sydacy Clazelie, Vol
. No. 23, Sunday, August 7. 1803, second page, woe read :—

“A Parrvoi of a species perfectiy distinel Uren any hitherto
found, was lately taken al Wissing Point, and s now in the pos-
session of the Judge Advoeate. Itz size diffees Hle from the
T.owry, hut the feather is by no means the =ame: those of the
neck and breast are of o rich seavlet, with the bead, wings, and
tail of a clear straw colouv.  Whether this ciass may be pos-
sessed ol iho powers of Speech cannot vet be aseertained, Tt
appearance declaves it o e ‘a Bird ol promisel”

Just what the Parrot velerced to above actually was 1s
i puzzle Lo local ornithologists. 1t may have been an albino
hvbrid or colour freak of some species common around
=vdney in the early days.

The Judge Advoecate was Richard Alkins,  He scoms to
have been an avieulturist, as in the Gazetfe of September
11, 1808, a " Native Owl” is noted as being in his possession.

Also in the Sydrey Gazette (June 3, 1804) can be vead a
curious story of “A Mountain Parvot belonging 1o Addy.
i Settier on the Danks of Hawkesbury” which, helng selzed
sy oa Hawk, was heavd to evy VORI the Huwl! Zoiinds the
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Hawlk!” This iz told as an “extraorvdinarvy recital . . . too
well vouched to . . . admit a doubt of its authenticity”. It

reminds one ol the Parrot, attacked by Crows which were
puiling out s feathers, and who cried “One at a time,
gentlemen, pleasel”

The humour of that period would not long be tolerated
nowadays, punning bheing indulged in to a painful extent.
For instance, a bird called a “Sky-scraper” was apparenlly
sold to a “professed amateur”™ who, in trying to identify it,
“had every reason to conclude himself Guil-ed.'—Sydney
Gorette, September 9, 1804,

To return to our avieulturist, Richard Atlkins, we find
biographical details reparding him in the Jowrnal and Pro-
ceedings of the Royuel Awustralion IHistorieal Soeiety, 1909,
p. 1, and 1924, pp. 172-176, wherein his legal career and
his shortcomings are noticed. He was a younger son of
Sir William Bowyer, but took the surname Atkins under
the will of Sir Willium Atking., e was much to the fore
in the Bligh-Macarthur controversy and was recalled in
January, 18140, He returned to England with Bligh in 1810
and died there, insolvent, in Novemhboer, 1820,

If as a legal luminary he did not shine very hrightly, at
least we may remember him as probably the fivst avicul-
furist in Australia, at a time when Emus and Black Swans
were the only birds kept in caplivity. and then only as ad-
juneis lo the pantry —GILBERT P, WHUITLEY, Australian
Museum, Sydney, N.S.W., 18 4 33,

White-backed Magpie Killing a Pipit.—When driving
along a road near Morningtlon (Vie.) recently I witnessed
the following incident, which coineldes with certain obser-
vations appearing in recent numbers of The Kwi.

My companicn end 1 noticed & White-backed Magpie
(Chrivaorkive hypdenea) fly past with a fairly large object
in itk hill. We stopped the ear and alighted, by which time
the Magpice had scttled on the gide of the road and was wor-
rving or killing what later proved to be a Pipit or Ground-
Lark (Aufhes anstralis)y.  As we approached the Magpie
roxe but again settled on the ground about fifty yards away |
we followed and this time il flew off without the Pipit,
which, whon picked up, was dead. It appeared to be a per-
fectly healthy bird,

Both Black-bueked and the White-backed Magpics are in
the habit of capeuring small bivds and also mice—A, J.
Novrth, Nooiw wad Boygs of Aastroafion Birds, Yol 11, PL. L
1906, p. 2 andd 6. Whether one species is more partial to
{his kind of food than the olther is a matter that would be
difficult to prove.  Mr. Bridesewaniov’s notes (The Ennu,
Vol, XXXIL p. 118) and Mr. Gannon's observations {(ibid,,
p. 196} refer to the Black-backed Magpie. During the many
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vears I resided in the Bowral (N.5. W) district, where this
bird is common, I never knew it to pursue small birds,
This tendeney on the part of Magpies was noticed soon after
the colony war cstablished af Svdnev in 1788, for on *Wal-
ling"” painting Ne. 86 appusr the following remarks rela-
tive Lo {7, {ilicen :i—". . Native name, lorra-won-nang. This
Bird has a soft note not unlike the =ound ol a well-tuned
flute. It is a bird ef prev.” (Flixt, Coll. Nat, Hist, Depl.
British Musewm, Vol H_ 1906, p. 129 (M1s2) DOREEN
T[ORDERN, R.A.0.0., Daviing Point. Syvdney.

Notes on the Occurrence of Raptores near Svdney, wilh
particular regard to Flawis seviplios—-in the carly days of
settlement in Australia, many birds inhabiling the region
now known as Syvdney weie kiffed, ax they were all novel
to the settlers. The colleclors of these early specimens are
for the most part unknown, but some of the birds were
drawn by one Watling, a talented conviet who was in the
service of John White, Esq., the first Surgeon-General of
the infant colany. Some of the birds figured. notably the
Fimu and the Red-backed Wren (Malires neclonoes plalus)
have long since vanished from anywhere near the type
locality. At least one other, the Letiov-winged Kite (Elanus
seriptis), was secured and figured when apparently far out
ol its normal habitat. The last-named spocics is a confirmed
bird of the interior, but in March, 1933, 1 was at Botany
Bay and saw an example of the Letter-winged Kite llying
overhead. The bird is unmistakable, especially if flying at
an altitude of a few hundred feet. When in north-western
Queengland, whore I eame to know the species quite well, 1
found that at a high altitude the W-shaped markings on the
under-wings were casicr to distingnizh than when the hird
was flying very low. The Kite at Botany Bay flew leisurely
across the water and linally disappeared Llowards the north-
west.

My first experichee with this interesting raplove was at
Wallangarra, at the border between New South Wales and
Queensland, and a few davs later at Stanthorpe, Queens-
land, in February, 1932, Both of those loculities, though
considerably east of the usual range of £ seripites, are over
one hundred miles from the coast.

In the last decade of the eighteenth century an Elgnws
was caughtl at Sydney, and wax figured by Watling., The
particular bird was kept alive tor about three months, dur-
ing which time it was led upon small birds and fish, [t was
upon Watling's drawing that Latham based hiz descri]')tinn
in the Geweral SJ]HO}}HES of Birds, Supp. 11, p. 42, in which
is stated that “a large, long pateh of black dlao peeupies the
whole of the inner part of the wing when closed.

In the deseription by Latham in the Swpplementum Tudieis
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Ornithologiel, 1801, is the following: “28. Flaleoy axillares.
T. eorpore caeralescente sublus albo, supcreiliis and axil-
laribus nigris.” From the above extracts it will be scen that
possibly the Elaes avillaris desceribed by Latham was the
hird we know as . seriptus® and that it was undoubledly
secured near the coast. Mr. Gregory M. Mathews (Birds of
Aorstradic, Vol V. . 208) givew a reference 1o & female
I seriptis, which was collected at Wollongong, on the south
coasl of New South Wales, i June, 1893,

A week or so after my noting the eccurrence of 2.
seriphs at Botany Bay, an example of the Black-shouldercd
Kite (K. notates Gould ~ R axvilluris Lath.} was noted in
the same locality 1 and while there is, perhaps, nothing very
remarkable in that, it is interesting to note the bird’s appear-
ance so adjacent to the metropolis, for Fawks as a rule shun
congested settlement.  Other Yeountry visitors™ of the rap-
tore elan noted latelv by me have been Astar faseinfus and
Accipiter eirrocephalis, and Mr. Neville Cayley {elly me of
an example of Feleo berigora which he reeently noted over
the Sydney Cricket Ground.

The reuson for the desertion of civilization by most
varieties of raptorial hirds is by ho means dilficull 1o find,
for it is well known that whenever a Hawk or Fagle
(whethoer beneticlal or harmful) appears near an Australian
habitation. the gun is generally immediately brought into
action. The recenl appearances, then. are not a little aur-
prising, especially the cricket ground incident. when the
Iawk hovered, apparently unafraid, over many thousands

of speetators. - -A. J. MARSHALL, R.AO.U., Penshurst, N.SJW.,

Kingfisher and Snake.—Early in the morning of January
14 my uttenlion was atfracted hy {he sirange calls uttered
by 1 Forest Kingfisher (Halewon wrcleqyi). Irom the un-
usual note I thought al first that the bird must be hurt, bul
when near the “apple” tree (Angophore) up which they
Trequently nested (in a termites’ nest), T was surprised to
soo the bird swoop down and apparently hit the ground;
this performance it repealed at the rate of aboul Two swoops
o minute. Every time it hit the ground it uttered the quesy
<croech Lhat had fivst attracted my attention.

Imagining that a young bird had fallen from the nest.
and that the frantic parent was striving to rescue it, I
hastened to its assistance, only to find in place of a fledgling
4 terveen Lree snake,” between four and five feet long, lyving
perfectly still in the short grass.  Selzing a stick to kill it.
[ wis amazed to find that it was practically dead already,
for ity head wis pierced literally through and through by the
sharp beak of the Kingfisher. On February 1 four young

#5900 Mathews, The Divds of Apstralin, Vol ¥, p. 200 ¢f scg., o0
thix point— Fd.



-1
i

T Stray Feathers

birds left the nest which the parent had so valiuntly de-
fended—the second brood reared there this season.—I0 M.
[&BY, R.A.Q.U., Casino, N.S.W., 1 2 33,

Twrnstones and Stint~-During o recent visil to Anson's
Bay (north-east coast, Tus.) I had the pleasure of abserving
two inleresting Aslatic migrants at very close guurters. 1
rafer to the Common Turnstone {Aveworir inforpres) and
the Red-necked (Little) Stint (Frolic roficollic),

It happened to be a season of very Iow tides on the cast
const of Taamania at the time, and the extensive muod-flats
in Anson’s Bay were guite bare, affording a line feoding
ground for waders. It was whilst passing down the navrow
channel towards the mouth that I fivst noticed & flock of
tiny birds seattered over the fal bordering the channei
Having a good pair of prigm binoculars in the boat with
me, 1 soon identified the birds as Little Stints, and s wn
wete then within a little over a chain of many ot them, my
wife and T were able to get very elose to these diminulive
travellors, It was a perfect day, and the flock was resting,
This gave us a good opportunity of observing the plumage,
with the little eollarette, snowy breast and belly, with tiu
fawn colouring of the back and wing coverts.  These Divds
were remarkably tame, for even with the noise of the ov
haust of our twin-cylinder out-board motor as we passed by
later, they took not the slightest notice of the boat,

This Hock must have been on itg way northwards, the date
heing April 26, and T was sorry not to see it in flight, fo
once seen at their marvellous aerial mancuvres, these birds
are never forgotten, By April 28 they had disappeared on
anolher stage of thelr homing flight towards their vast
breeding grounds, This gpecics frequents b least four of the
lurge tidal estuaries on the east coust of Tasmuania, and |
have previously observed it in company with the many other
wading migrants on the tidal flats at George’s DNay and
Moulting Lagoon. Doubtless, it frequents the flatz of Pitt.
waler, and Ralph's Bay, larther south.

The Turnstones provided us with a very delighitul enter-
tainment, for whilst they were more shy, wo were able to
work the boat in to within sixty yards of nine of them busily
enguged in searching for food, turming over the small stones
in a1 most business-like manner., The first sight of {his smeall
fiock was obtained when it gettled on a sand-spit over 108
yards digtani. 1 knew them te be some hirds other than
Detterel, and immediately had the glasses on them; lut
before [ could diseern any of the chiefl distinguishing fea-
tures of their plumsage, they took flight past the boat, settling
farther up the channel.  Their note wuas different. and
though I had never been at eloge quarters with them heforve,
I knew that they must be Turnstones, for T caught a glimpse
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of the dark patches on elther side of the breast, Shortly
afterwards I worked the boat quietly up to a point opposite
where the flock was feeding in company with four Hooded
Dotterels (Charadiivs cuenllatis).

With the aid of the binoculars, we then had a real treat in
watehing the Turnstones at the work from which they
derive thelr name, and in admiring their lovely plumage,
closely nearing the breeding shades, and remarking upon
the peculiar woodpecker-like head and neck, evolved, doubt-
tess, through their feeding habits. The distance was rather
0o great to pote the form of the bill, and as 1 have only
had a specimen in my hand once, and many years ago, being
a bird shot by my late father at Ralph’s Bay about 1388,
I eunnot remember just what is the chief characteristic of
that member, but fancy it to be chisel-shaped at the ex-
fremity.*  The plumage ot the wing-coverts and back was
very beautiful, approximating somewhal to that of the
Golden Plover (Plurialis dominicus). By April 28 these
lovely birds had also taken their departure. 1t was a very
happy oceasien to be able Lo get on such intimate terms
with this moesl cosmopolitan of all our Asiatic visiling shore

o=

birds.—RovT. Vgl F6GE, R.ACGU., Cullenswood, Tas,, 7 5 33,

Parrots in North-eastern Vietoria.—Several reports have
heen made of the presence of the Superb Pavrot (Polutelis
steainsoal} his year in north-easiern Vietorin. On May
99 1 observed five ol those birds (two adult males and three
fomales or immature males) in the large red gums border-
ing the King River, a few miles south-east of Wangaratta.
These birds are confined in habital to the big timber (bhox
and red gum) of the Riverina and the similar type of coun-
try along the Murray in Victoria, and are seldom found at
any distance from water. The Wangaratta distriet is, of
course, part of thelr natural habitat, but it is seldom that
reports of their presence in Vietorla come to hand, and it
is probable that the birds 1 saw have been driven south by
the extremely dry conditions in those parts of the Riverina
where they are morve plentiful. On the same day, and
within a shorl distanee of the spot where the “Green Lecks”
were observed, a pair of Yellow Rosellas (Platyeereis flure-
olits) was seen.  That species is resident in the district,
however, and a nesting palr wag observed by me within
about seven miles of Wangaratta in August, 1932, These
{wo species, both of which are only found in the limited arca
of the Murray Valley, are now, uniortunately, rare, especi-
ally in Victoria, and cvery report ot their presence in this
Stute i« welcome.—R. 8. MILLER, R.A0.0, Bentleigh, Vie,,
5630,

“Gueh s the case, nevertheless the bill of the Turnstone is not par-
teularly outslanding in thi= respect.—Rd.
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Early Return of the Pallid Cuckoo.—Near Ravwood, Vie-
toria, I saw a Pallid Cuckoo (Cuenllus pellidus) on 10 6 33,
which is a remarkably early date for the return of that
Cuckoo to the Bendigo district., On looking through my
volumes of The Ko, I am unable to find any earlier dates
for any part of southern Australia exeept those reported
by Mr. Serventy, of Perth, W.A. in the Migration Report
(Vol. XXX, p. 26), viz., 7T 6 25 and 1 6 26.

In the same volume, and on the same page, Mr. Gogerley,
of Wallis Lake, N.8.W., reporled that Pallid Cuckoos rve-
mained throughont the winter of 1925, and in Volume XXTI,
n. 279, Mr. MeGilp, of South Australia, remarks that they are
usually numerous from June 1o August in the Lake Frome
district, Mr. McKeown, of Leeton, N.S.W., records (Vol,
XXV, p. 169) that they arrived in large numbers in June.
1924, and (Vol. XXX, p. 26) an arvival in his distriet on
23 6 26, —MARC COHN, R.A.0.U., Dendigo, 20 § 33,





