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As to how they formed their opinion of the temperature
I have never seen any suggestion, However, when recently
at Coomoohoolaroo, Mr. C. A. Barnard told me he had been
very interested once at the Melbourhe Zoological Gardens in
watching a male bird of this species taking the “ther-
mometer readings” of its mound. It seratched a fairly
deep hole, about nine inches in depth, in the mound, and
then stepping forward pressed the wattles of the lower part
of its neck against the bottom of the hole; the wattles, he
particularly noticed, being at the time considerably inflated
or distended, the lalter being probably the correct word, as
the enlargement would most likely be caused by blood
pressure and not by air.

This to me seems a most interesting observation, as
wattles have always been looked upon as ornaments of
sexual distinction only, and it opens up an interesting field
of investigation in connection with other wattled birds.

May not the wattles in some cases have other uses than
mere appearance?

Mr. Barnard being one of our most observant field-
naturalists, and a past-president of the R.A0U, I feel
his observation should be placed on record.—F. L. BERNEY,
R.A.0.U., Longreach, Qld.
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The Galah: Fighting the Rolypoly.-—Mr. David G. Stead
(President of the Wild Life Preservation Society of Aus-
tralia} has discovered that the beautiful Galah or Rose-
breasted Cockatoo (Kakatoé roseicapilia) is performing
a work of greatl utility. These birds, he states, are to he
seen all over the west eating the seeds of the pernicious
and spinous rolypoly bush, which invades the inland country,
The far west is in a good season and in a glorious condi-
tion, and the hundreds of thousands of pink-breasted Galahs
against the green background are like little coral birds set
in emerald. The rolypoly weed is found from the Mallee in
Victoria to the back of Central Queensland from the region
of 15 to 18 inches rainfall. The discovery in regard to the
Galahs has been brought under the notice of the Linnsan
Society and the Field Naturalists’ Club.

Mortality Amongst Mutton-Birds.—Can you tell me the
reason of the great mortality in Mutton-Birds (Puffinus
tenutrostris) about November each vear? For the last
four years one could pick up dead birds by dozens on this
{Terrigal) and adjoining beaches. 1 am sending this note
along, as it may be of interest to some of the members.—
Capt. A. J. MaCARTHUR ONsLow, R.A.O.U.
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