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trained zoologists alone can competently deal, otherwise
ornithelogy will be burdened with syhonyms.

{2} Individual collecting is important in the study of
bird distribution, and members residing in the autlying
districls where the birds are little known will find it
essential to have actual specimens of species which they
may record for the first time in those areas.

Collecting is necessary in both of these cases, but to be
put to the best use ornithologically it will need to be, in
effect, on behalf of the museums, and must, in the majority
of instances, be carried out in little-known country, ornitho-
logically speaking.

DEMERITS OF PRIVATE COLLECTING.

(1) We should discriminate between ecollecting for
scientifie purposes and the accumulating of specimens which
is made almost entirely in response to the instinct to collect
something. Where thiz instinet is predominant it is far
better that it should have vent in other directions. The
difficulty arises where this collecting urge is associated with
real scientific research, but there are instances where
semblances of the latter are cultivated as a mask of the
real purpose.

(2) In the case of rare and localised species collecting
may lead to decimation, particularly if there is any trade
or exchahge in specimens.

(3) Collecting tends to set a bad example to the general
public, who may become suspicious of the sincerity of
naturalists who exhort lthem to protect birds, yet counte-
nance collecting which is purposeless or leads to results

ol minor value.
RECOMMENDATIONS,

From the viewpoint of training young colleclors, we
l'ccommend . .

(1} That generally speaking it iz undesirable to offer
specific instruction to young people interested in natural
higtory in the preparation of bird-sking and egg-shells.

(2} Where, however, a boy is living in an area where
collecting is necessary for any purpose he should not be
hindered if he exhibils keenness in the subject. In Western
Australia such a boy could apply to the Game Depariment
for a permit for scientific collecting, and it should be
granted to him provided the Chief Inspector is satisfied
that the object is not to accumulate specimens for the sake
of quantity.

{(3) Direct encouragement of collecting is not advocated,
but the desire to underiake research work should emanate
from the boy himself before any encouragement is given.
Children generaily should be taught to love and protect and
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