)3 ; The Emu
156 O bituaries 1st October

Tt was built in & clump of starfern, growing by a tussock.
Though the spot-was left untouched, the bird was afraid to re-
turn (16/2/28). The pair of these Wrens which frequented
my garden reared three clutches last season. They brought
~ their young ones to the doorstep in search of bread crumbs. They
readily ate these when they are crumbled very small. A pair

of Crescent Honeyeaters (Phylidonyris pyrrhoptera) built their

nest and reared their young in a low Pelargonium bush growing
in the garden. The nest was only a foot away from a path that
was constantly used (September-October, 1927). Another in-
. teresting nesting site, but this time of the Yellow-winged Honey-
eater (Meliornis nove-hollandie ), was between the spreading
leaves of a large cabbage. The nest was not found until the
young were almost ready to leave. When I asked about making
a photograph of this extraordinary situation for a nest, 1 found
that the cabbage had been cut for the table, and the part con-
taining the nest had been cast away. Tor the first time in three

years the Red-capped Dotterel (Charadrius ruficapillus) nested -

on this beach, hatching its young safely (February, 1928). 1
have discovered here a haunt of the Lewin Water-rail (Rallus
pectoralis). Owing to the illness of my sister during the last
six months of 1927, in consequence of which I took charge of
her school, I was unable to study the locality and ascertain if
any differences occurred between this southern range of the

- bird compared with its family life, as T knew it in its north-

eastern habitat. On 20/3/28, T found a large Albatross dead
on the beach. We had had a rough sea for several days. The

bird was very large, and quite white, with the exception of some

of the wing feathers. Its colouring appeared to agree with the
description of the Snowy Albatross ( Diomedea chionoptera), a3
described in Lord and Scott’s book, The Vertebrale Animals of
Tosmania. 1 informed Mr. Clive Lord by telephone of my be-
lief in the identity of the bird, He expressed a wish to see it,
¢o T sent the Albatross to the Museum. Mr. Tord recorded this
‘n the last issue of The Fmu. A bird resembling the Blue
Petrel (Halobena cerulea) was also brought ashore during the
storm, but it was in a very damaged condition. — Miss J. A.
Firrprorer, R.A.0.U., “Lyeltya,” Eaglehawk Neck, Tas. '

Obituaries
WILLIAM LEON DAWSON.

A letter has been received from Mrs. Frances E. Dawson an-
nouncing the death of her late husband, William Leon Dawson,
in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., on 30th April, 1928. He was 55
years of age, and was in good health a week before his death,
which was due to pneumonia. e had been a prominent mem-
ber of the American Ornithologists’ Union, and a member of
the Royal Australasian Ornithologists’ Union, and his fame a¢
an ornithologist and oologist was world-wide. In 1902-3 a work
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by him, The Birds of Ohio, was published. Tn 1909, in associa-

tion with J. H. Bowles, he produced the Birds of Washington,
and five years ago his magnificent and beautifully illustrated
book, The Birds of California, in four volumes, was circulated.
e had gathered mueh material in the way of field notes and
photographs for proposed publications on the birds of Florida,
the birds of Mexico, and a second edition of the birds of Ohio.

While the ornithological world will regret his untimely death,
it will also extend its sympathy to Mrs. Dawson, who for many
years had rendered him great assistance in the preparation of
his works.

LEVERETT MTLLS LOOMIS.

Leverett Mills Loomis, well known American ornithologist,
died at San Francizsco on January 12, 1928, aged seventy years.
He is best known to Antipodean ornithologists through his pub-
lications on the Petrels, in which Antarctic species are discussed.
His Monograph of the Petrels was not quite completed at his
death, but the finishing touches are now being given it by Mrs.
M. E. McLellan Davidson, his ecolleague in the California
Academy of Sciences. -

Science suffers a severe loss in Mr. Loomis’s death, for he was
a most careful, indefatigable and fearless seeker of the truth. His
scorn of poor work, and his failure to fall in line with the cur-
rent vogue for geographic sub-species, however, narrowed the
circle of ornithologists who kept in close touch with him. His
attitude as to sub-species was not that they did not exist, but
that their position as ineipient species wasg unproven.  The
latest findings as to the mechanism of species origin show how
sound his attitude was in this respect.

Mr. Loomis was curator of the Department of Ornithology
of the California Academy of Sciences from 1894 to 1912, and
Director of the Museum from 1902 to 1912.—KE. W. Girrorp,
Curator, University of California.

JOHN HOPSON, R.A.0.U.

It 1s often a “blind” pen which writes of the dead, since we
would rather praise a likeable man for his virtues than contem-
plate his failings. But a tribute may be sincere and a faithful
portrait because there are no ugly warts of character on the face
that has become a memory. So, John Hopson, of Fccleston,
New South Wales, has left friends who will ever hold in honour
the name of the former naturalist.  He will be remembered,
probably, long after many scientific men, of some note now, are
forgotten.

John Ilopson was a nature-lover, a keen observer, and a
master of bush-craft. He helped many naturalists, welcomed
them to his home, and accompanied them to Barrington Tops.
Lacking his guidance, few of us, if any, would have gleaned
more than a few grains of knowledge in that “Land of Mist.”
Our friend, unlike some men of science, who smile at the field
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naturalist. had a large mind. and a heart to mutch. He wag a
hater of meanness, o lover of truth and generosity.  Those of
us who knew John Hopson, the rare and beautiful nature of the
man. when he died. feli that Auswealia had lost one of her
roblesh sons—a hackneved tribute, truly, but noble is the word
that nest be Hinked with the name of the Leeleston naturalist.
He loved all Hiving things, and knew the wavs of birds on the
Barrington Plateau, wnd in his home river valley —CLB.

F. G, LAWRKENCL,

Mr. Frederick George Lawrence, ILAOQTU., of Fremantle,
Weetern Australin, died suddenly on June 8 last, after 2 perind
af Hl-healtlh. He was 81 vears of age at the time of his death,
having Infned the BOVOU e 1928, il had been a member of
thie ald Notural History and Selence Sociely {(now the Roval
Socictyd, and the Western Australian Naturalists” Club. Of a
quiet ool retring dispesition, he rarely eame in ermtact with
liim breother notralist~c It ook o keent Interest i vivious
brivches of =ctenee. Bogides ornithaloay, e was interested in
rderoseopy. and had prepared o number of <lides of Ineal fora-
tinifera, Other interests included photography, chiess and
bowls. Mr Lawrence, whe wag o hachelor, was horn in fondan,
corintng to Western Australin al the end of 1897, Ile joined
ihe firan of Taonel Son=em and Son immediately on his areival,
sl attained the pesttiom of aceonntamt to the campany in 1602
TTe was deeply vespected by the bn<iness comnuunity with which
he e in eonfact.

News and Notes

Nature-Study Expedition.—The fifth of the Nature-Studv
Fxpeditioms orpanized by Mr. B F. Polloek, WR.G.S of the
Raval Zoologienl Soetoty of New Sonth Wales and the Tteval
Auvstritasion Orntthalogists’ Union, has been timed to lake
plitce immediately after Christmas, and during the summer
edneationai vaeation.  The locality chozen 1= the Kuring-gai
Chase Natiomal Tark. Broken  DBay, and the IHawkeshury
River.  An idea] situstion In the park, fronting a beach
opening on to Broken Ray. has been seleeted for the camp-out
Some of the gramdest =cenery in Australia i within easy
reach, and all the many uceessible beauty spols will be visited
durine the four weeks the expedition will be operating.  The
camp will be on similar lines to those conducted in reeent
vears by Mr. Polleek to the Great Barrier reef arca and Lord
Howe Island. Seientisizs {rom other States have notified their
intention to participate.  Ladies and gentlemen interested
in Nuture Studv—Zoology, Ornithelogy, Botany, ete.—should






