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Movements of Crows in Western
Australia

By b Lo SERVENTY. Stute Seerctary, 1R.A QU
H Onslow Road, Snbinco, West Ansualia

The suhs=tance of these woies was pu‘pn‘tu i e b
was Inid astde with a view (o amplificatien by further obeer-

vation and information 1o he LQ(]t'tllt’] frow other perts of
the State. However. U have not been able (o tln ertliee, aud
citenmstances are sneh (hat it s iprobn! e T shall e ig o
position to add to the information 1 bhave already gnined for
some time to come. The notes ave ofvred, therefore, a- g
only a fragmentary conteilntion to a subject which onfy
extensive fravel In the Stare will enable one to trent witn
any pretemnsions to compliteness,

Prior 16 1923 T resided at Maddington, at the foot of the
Darling Range, and 1t wax in {919 that T began to forin an
1dea lhlt the movement= of  Anstralian (.m\\'s {Coreins
cecide) throngh the district were not entirely sporadie, bi
definitely seasonal. and having soine of the elements of
true, if limited, migration. At the cud of that voar T <w
nnmerous flocks of Crows {lying ~onthwards, the munbers i
cach fleck varying from abont ten o eon-iderally over a
himdred. Small parties of aboul 15 10 30 were. however.
about the average. T did not give wueh attention to e
matter at the time, bul when. in tiw tuilm\ my <eason, Decem-
ber. 1920, a sindlar movement was oh-rved T began to lake
notice, and commenced to record e nuwhers and direetion
of cach ilock that pussed.  As these obmervations were for
the mest part made doring the week-ends, the notes dealt
with ouly a fraction of the Tirds whicl actually passid over
my station.” bul, et as they were, the 10(1}1115 tor the
seasong 102021, 1921-22 and 1922-25 <lhowed a striking simi-
farity.

An analvsis of the Gonres obtnived Indicated that theee
were two movement=—-anth dorine the seppuer montis il
nortly during the winter, There was no pereeptible intervad
between the two, excepling in the spring. When the south-
ward movement is al ils height the flisht northward begins,
amd soon (lltlf{‘ overshadows the other, :m]tmmnu‘ unciiceked
throngh the winter months. It xcems 1o be an annual eyele
broken at only one poiut.  The movement  southward is
mitiated in the first ilnys of Decomber, and all that wonth
Large locks of Crows are (o be seen passing over daily, the
numerical strength of some of the Hocks sonietnnes fmmmir
a spectacular mfrhi In Janmey the return Hight contes into
evidence, but lt Teast TO per eent. of the birds scen ure those
winging their way southwards.  In Februnry the two move-
ments are about equal in intensity. though =nmetimes in favoor
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of the northward flight. Thus, in 1921, of the birds recorded,
¥7 per cent. were flying north,  In March the northern
movement is entirely predominant. Tt is in {hese four months
that the two movements are most obvious, for in April, June,
Jiuly and August, though the northward mnovement continues 1o
hold sway, the flocks ohserved passing consist rarely of more
than lLalf a dozen hirds, and their passage is much less
frequent. There is practieally no movement whatever famongst
the Crows during September, October and November.

It was a peculiar fact that at Cannington, about four miles
to the wesl on the coastal plain, thix movement is very much
less n evidence, and would certainly not impress itselt at
all on the observer. The same thing appeared to apply in
other purts of the coastal plain near Perth, where I have
had the opportunity of waking oh-evvations.  The south-
ward and northward flight of the Crows was apparent only
in the dueet vieinity of the foolhills of the Darling Range.
wlhich s merely the escarpment of the tableland, and which
narks the line of faulting which has produeed the coasial
plamm. The range s a low one, rising to a height of abont
10D fee,

Tt s very difficult to interpret corveetly this movement nn
data cbtained at only one peint, but I submit the following
hypothetieal conelusions. which may or may net be npheld hv
subsequent investigation:

1

Lo The migrating Crows follow a narrow flight line [rom
north to south. which is along the faee of the Darling fanlt
sear).

2. The birds which enter into the msigration are those
witeh are unable to subsist throughent the vear in any one
definite part of the State.  Cortain parts of the country
cannot «upport 50 many birds in one season as they can in
another, and the migration under notice is the levelling up,
~0 1o speak, of the Crow popnlation to adjust these seasonal
differences in food supply north and south.

4. The winter rains have an influence as far north as
Onslow, north of which extends the summer rain area. The
summer rains commence in the East Kunberley, normally, in
November, sud work their way southwards till the north-west
coast proper receives its first rains in January. From these
facts we tnay perhaps be able in explain the Crow migration.
The dry winter months in the north resnll in a lessened
capacity of the conntry to support so many birds, the surplus
af which gravitates conthwards inlo the winter rainfall area,
south of the Gascoyne.  After the spring breeding season
thix necessitales a movement away from the saturated area,
and as the influence of the winter rains is receding southwards,
and the suminer rains have not yet set in in the northern parts
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of the State, the south-west forest zone receives an influx of
Crows in December, continuing till the area is saturated.
Ags the summer wears on the northern rainfall belt shifts
southwards, and by January it reaches its southernmost limit,
rendering the country habitable by a larger Crow population.
This results in a reversal of the migration, and the more
desirable Crow country in the north atiracts an inflow of birds
from the south, which continues the while the south-west
country becomes less and less favouyable to the birds during
the cold of winter. '

4. IFrom a consideration of the rain distribution in the
State given under note 3, it will be seen why the southward
movement is comparatively short, while the northern move-
ment 1s more drawn out.

8. The stationary period in spring may be attributed to
its being, in general, the breeding period, resulting in a sudden
influx south qfterward\

Bird Clubs
By A. G. CAMPBELL, J.P., R.A.0.U., Kilsyth, Vic.

Following a motion! passed at the Melbourne Congress of
the R.A.O.U.,, 1925, that the Council be invited to prepare
a scheme for closer co-operation between State members, with
a view to strengthéning the Union in its activities, the matter
came up for discussion? at a conversazione in May, 1926, and
was carried a step further, when the formation of branch
committees, under article 26, was suggested.

I ventured to give some amplification to the ideas put fox-
ward in a paper? read before the Sydney Conﬂress, 1928.

At Perth Congress,® 1927, the matter was again under dis-
cussion, with the result that three points for afliliation were
set down. Thus, as far as possbile, members have been
acquainted with the moy ement, and have taken part in the
shaping of the ideas.

The Council, therefore, having adopted this report, dosires
it to be prmted in the pages of The Emu, and will qubmlt
it to the 1928 Congress for approval and support

The objects for which “branches” or local commitiees (now
to be called Bird Clubs) shall be promoted are :—

(a) To increase the interest of members in the Union.

(b) To attract and educate others, including juniors, to

become members of R.A.O.U., by means of associate
membership.

1The Emu, Vol. XXV., p. 149.

- 2The Ewmu, Vol. XXV, p. 95.

SThe Ewmu, Vol. XXVI,, p. 198.
4The Ewmu, Vol. XXVII., p. 147.






