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The Conditicn of the Mutton-Bird
Rookeries, Phillip Island, Nov., 1927

By .\ G CAMPBELL. J.P. Member of RoAOT, Counetl,
ICilsytly, Vietoria,

The flying visit to the small rookeries did not reveal mueh
bevomd the fael that at (he Resepve of ciphteen neres. the
Fi-heries and Game Departiment have done excellent work
in protecting mnd conserving the matnral eover of the sand
hummocks besides the piammu of marrane on the raw sand
dunes.  In great contrast is Dixon’s (Murray’s), where only
about one acre of burvows was  lelt of t\\.unl}'-fi\'v. and
Fleteher’s (ifty acres, which 1= nearly adl clearad ont owing
to the murranm heing burned al rhe wrong time. It iz
pleasing 1o sve one tarm. Forvest™s, welt planted with marran.
and the cattle feeding 1 an ‘mmhlthmtw of pasture beliind
the suoid hummoelks, \\h]lv the neighhom’s bloelk s litde else
but shifting sand.  Here was noticed the King F-land Melilo,
which, witl the spear grass, has done =0 mueh to make rhe
pasture Taund of ihat ishind.

th Cape Woolatai there has Leen sonsiderable change
since my last visit in 1913, when obscrvations were e
on the effeets of the egeing season (~co Eme, Vol XIL, p.
271).  While not pessimistie. or prepared to say that the
numbers of birds have noticeably decreased, or that the total
avex of Lnreows i smaller than formerly. T, neveptheloss,
think the time has come o have some definite policy for
the protection of the rookery as a whole.  Burning. erazing.
ancl. to some extent. egging. have rendered the sand ]mmm(}cl(b
m many parts unstable, aomd they have begwn to move from
one portion and to deposit themselves on another. thus doing
the Cape a double mjury,

The sword-grass rookery. which we knew on the =onth coast
immedintely aeross the neck from the camping site, has been
entirely dennded. T did not e a cingle blade of sword grass
Iefi, while the cand. darker in colonr than ordinary sund-
dune. is tramsported inbind by the wind and di-tvibuted over
an area of perhaps thirty aeres 1o a depth of elghteen inches
among the hracken fern. Birdsy have hwrrows all roundd the
edge of this. but the =and ix =ald o be movine forward at
the rate of five chains per annum,

Compen=ation iz found. however. in the fael that hieds
have gone into the Aster-covered hnmmoeels 1o the west of
this, and now occupy a strip aboul fiftly acres from eoust 1o
coast. which from my notes I find was not part of the reokery
in 1913,
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Again. at the head of the pig-face roakery on the south
const wae 1 considerable area. perhaps tlirty acres, eovered
with scrub and much spinach (Tefragoniny.  Thix has all
wone. and the detritus moved inland over the Cape, but at
4 bigher level than the other blow.  Fences are down, and
all that remains of the bummocks are Hitle islands with a
tussoele or two attached. in which an odd pair of birds may
hirrow.  Dirds also try their Tuek in the dark under-strata
that ix exposed, hiut the aven 1 too wind=wept.

The lower part of pig-face roekery remains, and s an
excellent example of the hinding properties of that plant,
Vrsembriontheninm wistrade. The seene as shown in Vesfs
wnd Fags (Camphelly, po 8020 s vel intaet.

Tt <hould be noticed that the two sand-blows referred to
Lave oceurred sinee 1903 but there was then a blow about
midway hetween, exposing the calemed roots and stumps of
tistree and other serub which onee grew on the durk grey
ol These are «till seen lving about, together with the
dQetritus of bipds and blackfellows™ middens, but the whole
aren for the lengtl of nearly a mile and an arca ot about
fifty aeres i the most desolate proposition on the Cape. For-
tunately, there is mmeh of the ancient dark grev dune-sand
eaposed (or olil time =o0il). which 1s firmer, and which would
quickly be covered by planting in a fuvourable winter. The
Grrram grass has proved dtself the best for Taose sands, and
okl he planted without  delay  wherever ronkeries  are
thvatene:l. Exeellent gover of marram ean be seen near the
central alder portion of the south-coast blow planted years ago
by Mro Cleelaud, Senr.

O the uner or north-eastern =ide of the Cape. rookeries
are continnons almost from the granite brow to Red Point
sid Beaeon Point. a distanes of about sixly chains. and an
area of abont xixty acres, one-half of which i new since my
laef visit. But heve the sand i= also troublesome, leing ris-
Tt cnsterly weather. and, Tike the sund from the other
Blow-, Leing driven uphill on to the headland.  The sand
here has been planted with marram by the Fisheries and
(anie Depurtment in - conjunction with the owner of the
Tand with e objeet of conserving ihe rookeries. There is
niteh =pear grass about this portion which also is an excel-

lemt s stav.  Vastly, from s pastoral point of view, I

]

at <trougly of opinion that the Cape has rapidly deteriorated
anel would pot earry now a sheep to len acres

Pop the preservation ol the rookeries it s necessary that
Al orazing be =topped. Marram should be planted on all
loose sand. and when this has established iself in a year or
two. offort should be made to resow the natural scrub like
arev Aster. native spinach arul Targely pig-face, both native
il aned the showy introdueed species. Boobyalla and Melilot
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could also be introduced among the hummocks once they are
bound by marram.

The enormous series of sand dunes on the neck of the Cape
has not been mentioned. This appears to be a natural feature
of great age orlalna’tlng in the wide ocean back beaches, the
raw sand advancing into the bay on the other side. Nothing
need be dttempted with this until the smaller local blows above

referred to are checked.

Night Voices.—While chatting recently with Dr, Young,
who takes an interest in our native birds, he mentioned that
on two occasions this season he has heard nocturnal calls,
which he took to be those of Dotterels, shortly before an
atmosplheric disturbance. The birds seemed to be circling in
the air; the first time was in February, and was followe
by high wind and-rain; the second ocecasion was at the
beginning of the present month of May, when a similar
disturbance occurred. The Doctor’s house is close to the
estuary of the Mersey River, and only a few hundred yards
from the sea-shore. so that he is quite familiar with all onr
shore-haunting species, and seems convinced that the callers
were Dotterels. It Would be interesting to know whether any
mainland member has noticed this trait in the Charadrius or

A gialitis genus; there is not the least doubt that many birds

feel appr oachmg weather-changes long before we do.—I.
Strarr Dove, ¥ Z.S., Devonport West, Tas.

Elegant Parrots Visit an Orchard.—For some time past 1
have noticed a species of grass-parrot coming into our
orchard; they seem to come for the seeds of the annual Pas-
palum, and do not touch the fruit. 1 got as close as 1 could
to them, and compared them with the coloured plates that
have appeqred in the Amu, and they seemed most like the
Elegant Grass-Parrot (Neophema elegane). The blue on the
forehead and wing, however, did not seem to be present. They
were vellowish underneath and light green above. and were
vellowish about the cheeks. They had a soft call, and flew
swiftly, like Lorikeets. As many as five of them came in from
the south very early in the morning. They are intermediate
in size, between the Western Rosella (Platycercus icterotis)
and the Purple-crowned Lorikeet (Glossopsitia porphyro-
cephala). 'These are the first Grass-Parrots I have seen in
the district to the west of Rojonup. The Painted Quail
(Turnéxe varie) come 1Into the orchard after the Paspalum
seeds, too.—A. K. Forey, “Wodenbillup,” via Kulikup, W.A.






