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Notes on the . Golden-Shouldered and
Hooded Parrots.

By A. 8. LE SOUEF, C.M.7Z.S., Taronga Zoological Park, and
I R KINGHORN, CALZS, Australian Museum, Sydney.

Tn June, 1922, Taronga Park received through the courtesy
of Mr. 11 L. White ten voung specimens of Golden-shouldered
Parrots ( Psephotus - chrysopterygius)  collected by Mr. WV,
McLennan at Coen, North Quecnsland.

These birds have now attained full plumage, and as they sho\\'
some marked differences in external characlers, colour, habits
and call notes, from . dissimifis, the Hooded Darrot {of which
the Park possesses an extensive series from the Northern Terri-
te- - 1, we think it advisable to record them here, thereby reducing
i possibihty of future mistakes.

For reference purposes we might state that Mathews, in his
“Birds of Australia,” volo viy, po 425, 1917, discussed the matier
and placed P. dissimilis in the synonymy of F. chrysopterygis,
though on page 430 o1 the same w ork he admitted £. dissimilis
as a sub-species.

Later, H. L. White, in The Euwe, xxii, 1922, p. 98 wrote: “\
considerable amount of miystery was attached to this beautiful
little Parrat, it being confused with the Hooded Parrot, Psephotus
disstmilis, until W, McLennan set all doubls at rest by securing
a pair on the Archer River, and sending them to Mathews, who
condtrined Gould’s identification made in 18377

On comparing the two species, hoth with hiving specimens and
skins in the Musewn. we find that P clirvsopiervgins is distinetly
smaller and more slender than 7. dissimilis; furthermore, i1 13
much more active and perky, and has, in addition to the ty piL.ll
“cluk-cluk” note, a soft and pleasing whistle resembling “joee-
joee,” with an occasional “jeeo,” neither of which have we heard
attered by P. dissimilis, the note of which is rather harsh.




2 The Golden-shouldered and Hooded Parrots. [ Tot oo

In P. chrysopterygius the head feathers, especially those on the
fore-part of the crown, can be raised in the form of a crest,
while P. dissimilis shows no disposition 1o raise these feathers.

In referring to the remaining characters and colour markings,
we have deemed it best to show them in tabular form, and in
so doing have used those of the male only. In all we have
examined eight pairs of the Golden-shouldered Parrot, and about
twenty pairs of the Hooded Parrov.

P. chrysoptervgius. £ dissimilis,
Crown of head to tip
of tail .. .. .. .. 245 mm. .. .. 280 mm.
Crown of head to base
of tail .. .. .. .. 9O mm .. .. 110 mm.

Wing, irom bend 1o
tip of longest quill 115 mm. .. .. 124 mm.

Mid-toe and ¢law .. 19 mm. .. ,. 24 mm.

Tarsus . .. .. .. .. 12mm. .. ., 15 mm,

Approximate width
of streak onnape . S mm. .. .. 1318 mm.

A definite yellow band 5 mm. No vellow band; black hood
wide stretches across the wending down to the bill.
forehead.

Black cap, small, triangular, DLlack cap large, starting from
starting from above the eyes, base  of  lower mandible,

and stretching  backwards
and mwards to the centre of
the nape, where a narrow
black streak extends back-
wards and joins the grey of
the mantle.

Gold patch on wing smalt, ill-
defined, starting a little bhe-
hind the point ef the shoul-
der, and confined practically
10 the lesser wing coverts,
though .some of the greater
coverts may be tinged with
vellowish green. Gold patch
about 24 x 14 mm.

The abdomen and under tail
coverts red, the red feathers
covering the tarsus.

Grey of the mantle and bhack
light.

stretching below the eye to-
wards the nape, covering the
whole of the head. From the
nape a broad band extends
on to the mantle.

Gold patch  on wing large,

clearly  defined, starting
from the point of the shoul-
der and covering the lesser,
median  and greater wing
coverts. Gold patch about
52 x 21 mm.

The abdomen is greenish-blue,

the under tail coverts alone
heing red, tarsus greenish.
The female of North’s type
of P cucullatus shows indis-
tinct traces of red on lower
abdomen and tarsus.

The grey of the mantle vari-

able, but generally darker
than in P, clirvsoptervoius.
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The colour of the hood in both species is black; in no speci-
mens have we seen the brown as described by Collett.

As to the distribution of the two species, the Golden-shoul-
dered D’arrot appears to be restricted to the central parts of
North Queensland, and the Hooded I’arrot to the Northern
Territory.* '

The descriptions of the types may be Tound as under :—

P chrysopterygins, Gould, Proc, Zool. Soc.. p. 220, 1837
{ Jan. 1858).

P dissimilis, Collett, Proc. Zool. Yoc., p. 3306, 1898,

The Way of an Eagle

By T. W. GAUKRODGER, RA.0.U, Alice Downs,
Rlackail, Queensland.

The Wedge-tailed Eagle ( Uroaetus airdeay is to be found almost
all over Australia, and at certain periods of the year it is ntuner-
ous in some districts.  Yet, owing to its wild and shv nature, it is
an extremely diflicult subject to approach closely enough 1o make
a thorough study of its habits. It was v privilege, however,
to discover a nest comparatively easy of access, it being situate:i
only twenty feet from the ground, in the heavy fork or a blood-
wood tree, and within casy distance of the station homestead.

With a view to taking photographs of some ol the hird’s move-
ments, and also of making notes on its jiabits, [ determined o
take some trouble to secure that end.  Previous unsuccessiul ex-
periences satisted me that it would be useless endeavauring to
“worm” myself info the bird’s confidence, as may be done by
perseverance with almost every other \Western (Jueensland bird,
but that, instead, I would have to adopt a system of camoutage,
both for my camera and for mvself. To shoot one of these
birds usually means the use of a rifle at a fairly long range,
as seldom will its shyness adinit of its remaining withir gunshot.
You may suddenly emerge from a thick scrub and surprise an
Fagle at close quarters whilst it is feeding from the carcase oi
some animal. Otherwise, it can only be seen soaring at a sreat
height; so that without taking advantage of its nesting-season,
and being well “dug in,” it would appear to be almost npos-
sible to make any close study of this wild subject.

When I first discovered the nest under notice, it contained two
fairly fresh-looking eggs (although they proved io he well ad-
vanced in mcubation), so I decided not 1o be impetnous, but to
visit the spot quietly each day, and sel plans that T would put
into operation when the chickens arrived. I did not altogether

" *There is a specimen of the Golden-shouldered from Port Darwin
(1897) in the Australian Museum collection, but it evidently died in
captivity as & cage-bird, and so may have come from other parts.
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