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Note on Hawks.

GREY ». WrITE GosHAWKRS,—Mr. H. L. White has received the
following interesting communication from Mr. H. G. Barnarq,
from Cape York:-— “ What T am about to state is perfectly
authentic, and T have witnesses to prove it. This is in regard
to the Hawks, In my first letter from here I siated that I hoped

four nests taken the birds of two of the nests were both grey, as in
A. cinereus : at the other two the birds were pure white ; then Mr,
Bert Jardine informed me of & nest where one bird was pure white

reached my destination about 9 o'clock, and flushed a pure white
bird from the nest. This bird, which was very shy, proved té be
the male. After waiting about two hours, the bird returned to
the edge of the nest, where I shot it, As it lay on the nest, T was
~ afraid the dead bird would frighten its mate on its return, so I

started to climb to the nest. To the first fork was about 50 feet,

.----the nest and sat beside the dead one. Quickly I made my way

finished the climb, and got the other bird and a set of three eggs.
One of the eggs was pierced in the end by a shot; but this will
only make the set more interesting, as it in no wise spoilt the egg:
On my way home 1 found another nest, from which the female
flew, and she was pure white. T waited about half an hour before
climbing, as I wanted to see the male, and when he came he was
gIey ~—s0 In one day I got a nest with a white male and grey
female and vice varss. T obtained another female from a nest
at which both birds were grey, and it is identical with the grey
bird shot with the white male. The grey birds are undoubtedly
the ones classed as A. cinereus, while the white are exactly like
A. nove-hollandie. The birds are larger than A. dpproximans,
and the eggs considerably larger. As I have the skins—I regretted
having to shoot these fine birds—to prove the relationship, but
it may be some time before they come into your possession, I ask

I was about half-way up when the female, a grey bird, flow inte - -




