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a generic name (typographical errors corrected) is distinct from all
others not spelled in exactly the same way. Questions of etymology
are not pertinent in case of adoption or rejection of names deemed
preoccupied. [NoTe.] This canon prohibits change of names because
prior names of similar sound or etymology exist. It permits the use
of generic names of like origin but of different genders or termination
to remain tenable. All manner of confusion has been brought into
nomenclature by the change of names because others nearly the same
are in use. Thus the Ornithologists’ Union sanctions the cancellation
of Evemophila because of the earlier genus Evemophilus, of Parula
because of the earlier Parulus, and of Helminthophaga on account of
Heminthophagus. On the other hand, Pica and Picus are allowed.
In ornithology this matter has been handled by a general agreement
on the relatively few cases concerned. But in other groups the matter
is by no means simple, and every degree of similarity can be found.
Thus the genus Cantherines is preceded by Acanthovhinus, a correct
rendering of the same etymology ; Canthidermis by Acanthoderma, also
a correct form of the same word ; Thymallus is preceded by Thymalus,
Lyopsetia by Liopsetta. Rafinesque changes Hiodon because it sounds
too much like Diodon ; Trachidermis has been altered on account of
its resemblance to Trachyderma, Ateleopus on account of its resemblance
to Alelopus. ’

“ Between forms like Pachynathus, antedated by the correctly spelled
Pachygnathus, and Aplodontia, antedated by the more correct Haplodon
and A plodon, every sort of case may be found. If all names are regarded
as different unless spelled alike, these matters offer no difficulty. Any
other view gives no assurance of stability.”

Although there are several other points of difference of a very minor
nature, I shall close this short abstract with the following well-considered
.canon, a portion of which, as will be seen, departs considerably from
present usage in ornithology and mammalogy.

“ Canon XXIX. The authority for a specific or sub-specific name
is the first describer of the species or sub-species. A name adopted
from manuscripts should be ascribed to the person indicated as author
in the original publication, whether this person be the author of the
memoir in which the name occurs or not. . . . [Note.] This
canon deprecates the practice of ascribing to the author of a paper
descriptions and names furnished him in courtesy or otherwise by some
other author. If a writer ascribes one of his species to someone else,
we must take his word for it. Thus the manuscript species of Kuhl
and Van Hasselt in the Muscum of T.eyden, although printed by Cuvier
and Valenciennes, should be ascribed to Kuhl and Van Hagselt.”

Much of the foregoing is doubtless debatable matter, but the

reasons for each proposal are well worth thinking over.

Stray Feathers.

NiNox v. PODARGUS.—Adverting fo a note in The Emu, vol. iv.,
p. 36, 1 camped at Parwan, Vic., during the last Easter holidays
and on the Saturday evening, just as the day was drawing to a
close the “ Mopokes” began to call. I was too tired to move,
but a companion went over to the tree (about 150 paces distant)
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and shot the bird as it was calling, and it proved to be a splendid
specimen of the Boobook Owl (Ninox boobook)—F. E. HOWE.

Albert Park (Vic.), 5/5/05.

ES ES pA

Piep MuTtTon-Birps.—This season 1 received two black and
white Mutton-Birds (Puffinus temuiyosiris) from Phillip Island,
Western Port. One collected by Mr. A. P. Smith, Cowes, instead
of the usual uniform dusky plumage, has its cap and throat white ;
abdomen and under tail coverts, excepting here and there a dusky
feather, also white. The wings are white with a few dark patches.
The bill is the usual dark colour, but the feet are parti-coloured.
The second example was forwarded by Mr. Tom Bergin, San Remo,
and may be generally described as having head and mneck white
and the rest of the plumage mottled sooty-brown and white.—A. J.

CAMPBELL.
& e ok

EARLY MouLt or BLUE WRENS (M alurus)—At the present time
this neighbourhood offers ample ocular demonstration of Blue
Wrens discarding their gay summer livery for the winter greys. 1
have never before known them to moult so early in the year. All
the males one sces are half-way or even further through their moult.
This means that sometime about midwinter they will regain their
full plumage. A casual observer seeing the gaily attired birds at
that time 1s apt to.conclude. that they had not lost their blue
feathers at all during the winter, whereas their appearance in full
plumage is accounted for by the moult having taken place
very ecarly in the year.*—GEO. GRAHAM. Scott’s Creek (Vic.),
3/3/05-

« Wgy Doges THE Youna Cuckoo EyecT 1Ts FOSTER-BRETHREN 2
In reply to Mr. Mattingley’s query {Emu, vol. iv., p. 172}, how does
he draw the line between reason and instinct, and how know what
are the bounds of either ? Is it not more than probable that phy-
sical discomfort on the part of the “intruder '’ is the only reason
for the efforts which cause the removal of other birds ? Does either
reason or instinct come into play here? Judging from human
analogy, it is possible, certainly, that the movements spoken of are
involuntary ; but where the parent birds have gone so far along
their particular line of development as to make a constant practice
of fostering the rearing of their young on birds of other species, it
is more than likely that instinct has its say. As to whether birds
reason is too open a question to be discussed ; but who can say

they do not P—H. K.

* Mr. Grabam’s note is valuable, as it confirms the experiences of other observers
of this bird. —EDs.
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PoowoxG (QUEENSLAND) NoTEs.—The Fairy Martin, or rather
a small colony.of them, began to rebuild a couple of weeks ago.
Cold westerly weather set in for a day or so, and they suspended
operations. A change again took place, and ever since they have
been busy, and have just completed some of their nests.

The Pallid Cackoo, incessantly uttering his melancholy note, has
also been with us during the same period. It struck me that both
these facts are unusual for this time of the year. :

The Little “ Double-bar 7 Finch has been more or less in evidence
since the big drought, and has just finished breeding with us. I
have never known this bird as a resident here before. We are
very few miles from the coast,

This year will be the greatest for Quail ever known in Queensland.
The numbers of Varied or Painted Quail in timbered paddocks even
last year were remarkable, another shooter and self bagging on
two occasions 43 and 38 brace. This year they are everywhere,
even where the Brown or Swamp bird is usually found.

For a very long time after the big drought the beautiful notes
of the Buicher-Bird were nowhere to be heard, but both the
common one and the Black-throated are becoming fairly numerous
again. The Painted Snipe has this last season been seen in greater
numbers than I have ever known.—B.S. 16/5/05.

* * #*

Rockuampron NotTes.—Ornithophils everywhere will be pleased
to hear that the devastation of avifauna in Queensland caused by

the drought has been followed by a wonderful recovery. . In fact, ... .

it appears as if there had been a “ general resurrection.” Around
here the coast country is becoming alive with erewhile familiar
birds. Laughing Jackasses are again to be seen and heard in the
bush ; Magpies and Butcher-Birds are numerous, and Magpie-
Larks are mumerous all over the country, waterholes now being
filled.  Ibises, which evidently shifted their habitats, have
returned to their old haunts. Finches of several kinds are in
thousands, their numbers conveying the impression they have
been breeding without ceasing ever since the drought broke up.
Kestrels came here after the grasshoppers and mice, and Piping
Magpies (Strepera) are expected to renew their visits this incoming
winter. Lesser Golden Plovers, which do not breed here, are
numerous, and night hours are vocal with the notes of Stone and
Spur-winged Plovers. In our western country the restoration
has been even more remarkable. Downs country within view
of coach roads and the railway is swarming with Water-Hens——z,
smaller variety than that common on the coast. They all appeared
to be travelling eastward. Galahs, Corellas, Betcherrygahs, and
others of the Parrot tribe are in dense flocks, and present a
beautitul spectacle as they circle above the waterholes ai even.
tide. Many varieties of Grallatorial birds, Dottrels, and Sand-
pipers are abundant. A flight of Snipe visited this locality in
February. —WiLr. MILWRAITH. 28/4/05.
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PLATE 1V.

Kagn (RZinochetus jubatus) Chick. Natural size, 8 days old.

FROM A PHOTO. BY H. E. FINCKH.
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A Kacu Curck.—In reference to my notes on the Kagu (RhAsno-
chetus jubatus) in The Ewmu, vol. iv., page 166, Mr. H. E. Finckh
(Sydney) has thoughtfully supplied me with the following interesting
remarks respecting the successful hatching of a Kagu chicken,
together with a photograph of the same, which is here reproduced.
(See Plate IV.) I believe the young of the Kagu has hitherto been
undescribed. Mr. Finckh states :—

“On the 25th March, 1903, the birds paired, and on the 7th
April an egg was laid. On the seventh day the egg proved fertile,
and the birds sat on it for five weeks and one day, the male bird
sitting most of the time—I should say four out of the five weeks.
On the thirty-second day I observed the egg cracked, which cracks
closed entirely as the egg cooled when the bird left it to feed (to
keep the chick warm, I should think). T noticed the same for the
next three days, the egg at times appearing quite perfect. On
the next day (the thirty-sixth) the egg was indented, as if damaged
from the outside; then I observed the male bird most carefully
peel the egg to about two-thirds without damaging the inside skin,
the chick moving freely and chirruping. Towards dusk he forcibly
broke the skin, laying the chick partly bare, and then sat on it for
the night. The next morning the young one was perfectly out and
dry—a lively, fluffy ball, with a big and heavy head. The old ones
were very anxious to feed it by taking up as many as six worms in
their bills and dangling them round its head. The chick seemed *
very helpless, so I removed it at times and fed it with worms. The
female bird did not much object to my removing the young, but

the male always showed fight. The young took the feed readily,

and grew stronger, but very seldom opened its eyes, which were
very dull. Wet and cold weather then set in, the nest got a little
damp, and on the eighth morning, unfortunately, I found the chick
dead. The colour of the chick may be described as dark brown
with light fawn markings, while the legs and bill are brownish, and
the eyes black.”—A. J. CAMPBELL. _

ES # ES

TASMANIAN ““ STrAVS.”—Mr, H. C. Thompson, of Launceston,
a member of the A.0.U., has the following note in his diary, which
bears upon the question of the migration or otherwise of Pefraca
pheenicea at the approach of winter, as touched upon by Mr. A. G.
Campbell in his paper appearing in The Ewmu, vol. iv., p. 118 :—
“Launceston, Tas., 190o4. Several Flame-breasted Robins were
observed feeding at a manure-heap in the corporation yard on
2rst, 28th, and 2gth April, and as late as 15th June; these birds
were very tame.”

Spine-tailed Swift (Chetura caudacuta)—Why is it that these
birds are seldom seen here until some date in February, and then
almost always after a storm of wind and rain ? My own theory is
that, as they subsist here chiefly upon flying ants, and upon the
winged forms of the termite (so-called ** white-ant”), they time
their arrival to suit the appearance of these insects, which usually
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swarm in damp weather towards the end of summer.  The following
note is from Mr. Thompson's feldsbook :—" Launcestony 1go4.
Large mumber of Spine-tailed Swifts flying low among trees near
Trevallyn o 11th February and 17th March, In F I“?ﬁﬁi"i kestreet,
on 20th March, some of these birds were seen, at 6.30 p.amn., flying
tow after white-ants.” During the present season Mr. Thompson
and myself made the f(‘ii}i{}"‘ﬁ%ﬁ? notes " W. Devonport, 1gos,
Spine-tailed Swift seen on afternoon of zrst Febroary, at moderate
slevation. Wind S.W., strong; weather fine, after disturbance
with rain. This is the first Swift seen this summer.” On 24th
February about two dozen of these birds were seen, hugh up, flving
singly or in small groups from the westward before a @ii’{mff mmé
after another atmospheric disturbance.

“ Maburus gouldi—Feb,, 1905, Two young males Eii’,}{iﬁui o
an the rrth, the other on the 230, amdc;g@mg a moukt, mmu;mn‘s%g’
presenting an extremely ragged appearance. These ate wsually
said to be birds putting off their summer blue for winter grey. 1
consider that this requires considerably more proof, as I have
myself seen, in the Tasmanian bush, males of this species in bright
blue plumage during every winfer month, 'We consider it probable
that the ragged birds are young males hatched very early, and
now beginning to assame the spring dress” —H. Sruarr Dove.
W, Devonport (Tas.), 8/3/03.

# & #*

Dosestic Lyre-Birps.—Mr, 8. M'Neilly, Drouin, has been good
cnough to furnish me with the following ;?’%Iiim}}ai”% of a Lyre- B‘»m&%
{Menura) which he has had domesticated for 20 vears —

The bird was caught in October, 1885 (20 vears ago), and had
apparently only quitted the nest, s phomage being very scanty.
He showed no signs of fear, and was quickly and msxiv reared.
His food for the mo&i part consisted of wood- grubs, beetles, small
worms, and an occasional bit of meat. His g}éz,zmgage gracuatly
improved, and after about 6 or 7 years he developed a magnificent
tail, which he shed about every vear. He appeared to take great
pride in” his plumage and had a bath regnlarly, after which he
would arrange and clean the feathers. He soon became a great
favourite, ﬁm;} had free access to the house, as well as a gully which
atljoins the homestead. = He would sometimes wander away for
the day, but always returned at might, roosting 1 different places,
The men about the place declared the bird a nuisance, and while
any work was gmrzg on ke was alivays m the way, hence his
favourite saying--" Lock out, Jack!” There appears to be
nothing he could not mimic. The following are a few of his
favourite pmitations, viz, .—7The noise of a horse and dray moving
slowly, with the play of the wheels in the axle boxes, chains
mfilm& &e.; an oceastonal Y Gee up, Bess ™ the sound of a
violin, gamm, cornet, cross-cut saw, &, &oo Al the more
frequent noises heard about the farm the bird learnt to perfection,
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such as a vig being killed; dog howling, child crying, flock of Parrots,
Jackass Janghing, and many other: imitations ol calle of small
’E}iféﬁ,‘ &ﬁ, EIREnE e B,

~Atthesightof -asim&g&z‘ the bird was wing, .z;iﬁéet, and would not

continue his antics for some considerable time. - He had, however,
a great liking forc following people like a dog, and on vations oceasions
has been found some distance from home; in. one instance The
wandered three miles away. S R
The bird’s answer to people saying * Poor Jack ™ was invariably

“ Nt poor Jack, fat Jack” which the men had taught him to

say,. Jack suceumbed fo old age on Tuesday, 18th April last,
after a long life of notoriety, and ta the great regret of his many
“ achmirers and friends”” S ST

Mr, M'Neilly ‘had a second bird, a hen, for about i years, -mhe
took to.roosting in a large gum tree in the widdie of the road,
some distance froro the house. She had many narrow. escapes
from being shot, which was subsequently her fate. She was at

one - time rescued from a box, about to be put on board a train,

bound dor Melbourne, - o

- Lyré-Birds do not appear to thrive unless caught.-very -young.

Ong bird {a hen} which was caught on the nest and kKept in a wire-

netting enclosure, fretted away and died.—F. P. GODFREY.

_ o - & : o ® Lo
Crare® Ispanp {Bass Strair) Nores—The season here, dating

from August, 1904, until March, has been remarkably dry and

cold, except Tor a severe heat wave in January, which lasted for a

week;with thermorneter ranging from 03 to 57 The birds whieh
usnally visit us; such as the Wood-b
‘conspictious by their absence, or-n

Rwallow, Swift, &c., bave been
tly 50, The smaller birds,
also, are not-nearly as numerous as when the sdasons: were regular,
The Wild Duck is only to be found on the sea-coast at Clarke
Island, us the lakelets are nearly all.dry: and the water in ‘the
rermaining ones s too stagnant for their liking. On Fhnders Island,
4t the vhain of lagoons at the south-castern end of the island, Prucks
are to b found in great numbers, Swans, and alse Wilkd Geese, . OF

' late years the Wild Goose has appeared to @ great extent around -

the coast of this island, especially on the south-western side ata

place locally known a8 White Mark, this place possessing chains

of lakes for miles, aboinding with weeds.and soft grass round the

edges; which seems to fake their fancys | w00 D
“The Browr Quail is with os always, and the Painted variety 15 -
alsormore inevidence than in former years, s na i '
how, as the Mutton-Bird becomes scareer, the L
takes its place. Indeed, in some rockeries, they are, | am tok
people-who earn a  living capturing -thesfirsts

ed, gradually.
hought to be
more numerous’ this. year, buf: still one cannot build on this

the * season ™ is - and . one motes results. The Brown Haw
which used to nest Here largely, has almost deserted :

one sees the bin SR '

equently. T R
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E%Eaf:k and LE?*zefi Oyster-catchers; building
after year. The Brish’ Bmma wing Pt

nambus,- La,ht },}wf}ml‘;@? (me {*mﬁd ﬁnﬁ ihmr nﬁw% amonearly

the same: &3{:@&1‘:} YEAY
vois to beoseenan fagr

Ehz} eggs on m }_
similar. condition. Et s wrj;:; fhﬁ}mﬁt m secure t:izma :ends for
the aviary, as they are extremely suspicious of émp:; &e, o
The Wedge-tailed Eagle has also departed to ;xﬁhfmf‘s new,”
or else:termmated their long E;&‘g as they have not nested in their
old haunt, although the nest is still intact. We have a fair variety,

- the most mﬁs@}mfms ‘Have not seen any eggs of the Spur-winged
Plover last season,) aithmggh the Dbirds: zmw? %}6@&2 fairly plentiful.

The Cape Barren  Gooseis flourishing on Passage and Forsyth
i%iam:iw, their chief %?;mne% arid one will often see as i}ii’iiiy A5 50
in one chister upon the sca-sands when the spor tsman. %M& magle

his ﬁii%&fgfﬁi}mﬁ visit,—]. ¥} Mf“z; LINE. . 7/3/05.
B = R

Frerp Notes oN CUCR00S,—So very little is known of the habits
of the different Cuckoos that n few facts and some of the theories
derived from my experience may not bx amiss,  Of all birds I
~ think the Cuckoo i3 the most interésting. I rememboer once, when

plaving truant from school, T went k‘ﬂ?,{} the bissh, and on the ont-

skirts of the township (%iawﬁﬁ Victoria) found a m%i: of the %mgz%}ﬁ
© Robin {(Drvndeedis. Z?ﬁ’wﬁzéf}gﬁwsg;x},* aril in it an egg I had npot
before seen, but experierice has since ‘thught me that it belonged
to the Pallid Cuckoo (€. paltidusy 1. Ezafm repeatedly taken two

Cuckoos’ eggs in the one nest, but theéy were always one each of
the Bronze «z‘;;em%———wihe Narrow-billed “and’ Thick-billed—though
Tast-year my driend MroE. P Godfrey took two of the Thick-billed

Br&me-&u@i«.am eﬂgﬁ m tiz:, mﬁt 0? ishe &dim&*»«mz%{% Tit (4 ifma«

zmé an’ mxwmmm mmg ".ji}ﬁe §a§ i&gt §i‘,{§f I ﬁem& an egg of the
last-named species in a nes ol Al chrysorrhioa, but the bird had
evidently’ m&da a mistake, as i:i%n, egy was freshand the voung had
town, this’ bemg indicated by the quill shells inside; and on
&m;iézer occasion, ina nest of A. chryserrhoa, there was only
One. egg, | ’%i”i(i thit a Cuckoo’s, hard set. - This bears out a
: 'fmﬁﬁaé that. thc,, ém%:m éﬁ’ii’iéﬂi eats or destroys
; For instance, the

teh ol ihrm and  sometimes
-imif,_ but Whemm?fs i ’Ei}{}k a f:hi%{‘?i ﬁ;‘{mmmmg a Cuckoo's egg-
there would be one or two only of the foster-bird’s eggs. Un
two  oceasions 1 have seen  ihé Cuckoos visit the nest whete
their young was, Once: at "i‘sf}:zttiﬁsm (C %zmmms ;{;{}9} i fmmd

* Not previcusly téa:wéef% asa _f@si@x—mfmz-_f',;f'%‘ézé}‘ Pallid Cm‘:kw,wﬁzss;,

The Silver. Gull izas ?:mt}; mnxfﬁet@mv ;ﬁxmg; the coasts, Also'the

. {}x‘;‘mw m %i‘;ﬁ?' _ ‘.

of Honey-eaters, the 5}}21}@;& and Yellow-throated species being -
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et of A i it youg Cuckoo, and while

_:_;‘imﬁ: aried fod (the young one;
i a great state of fﬁm;mmmi

zé: %ze;: amifsi aiu:: Ez:*%‘i; the. we;mij:, if}zz the

_mi%x Xiﬁ%‘%_; :
SUnrise nearia; efhm,, we ‘swz"z »mz _gn“iam w ?;Eza mz@?mmmy« E}i}i‘aﬁi'
made by a pair of ¥ ﬁ@sﬁi@ in 4 creekia few yards distant, and on
walking to the spot disturbed a large birdy the. ﬁsght at onée pro:
immmw it th@*- Eﬁaﬁ mﬁaﬁ Cuckoo (G fiaiwggﬁamg;a} In a swamp
Cand inata young (u&m W&ih_ '_:%

Lﬁ?’%&if}ii% ma}aiﬁ @;ﬁzm mym% for foed. :

ckinow i they do tend thelr young &mi thm %mm >
hared iimzw%&% W entertain of fe:hmi;:' L

whete ii“;ffif" eg _e}r.-yaaﬁw W&m

_ Blacksand-White Fantail {Eﬁw;ﬁ»édwa '

iy ffﬁzﬁ?’} and with them aniege of the Pallid ‘Cackoo, ‘and on the

samé day (315t October, Tgog) - Mr. F. R &ﬂfﬁfk}f took a cluteh of

_ ;ﬁw i%uimw@rmswé ‘Thickhead (Packyeephala’ ??5?3‘@%??5}’%\} with

: ;‘zzaﬂm{; i ?}zam‘; E. ﬁmw : z’&t‘zwf Park

lfaz*zzm}«:}m {{}} |
Eémgs' galaciolesy is m--;?mnéwés here
__ﬁé%? i 0&}5@5&*{:@ was ‘that of.a Se

' g?p{}amﬁu* yest
o dattle E}z}v&%_.

:‘%{wz};‘}a} ~
then ?,}zf}; have 3} e
here ? iﬂ?t%m@
ides it's too late. _
heir __%éﬁ%efi ﬁ{;ﬂ«;iffﬁi”m L
?'*'.ﬁm ﬁé{i

__'h}r ﬁi‘w}z T
8 s country, and
g}g%%m%, throngh en voule forid
i good m{}g} m 11533 just mgﬁ:rﬁﬁg; aned -

' : 1 e, and beg

5_%{&«;};{3&» {fz%ﬁfz
we had fo shoot th

These -were "mm&iﬁ?z

“eamp
ihey must
he ﬁaw§

day; ihm;ﬁa
3. nore ha

% Y5 it nob possil) 1 "?
: w‘izat Mt Bavnard wall
: hﬁrmﬁ:& a5 déscribed S ED
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We shoot one o two Hawks imi;
nmber rose to threes - At Eonie ]
hardlyany feathersleft on their backs

being killed. * Goshawks (4. approximans) ace the chief offenders,
but Brown Hawks, Spotted Harriers, an Bparrow- Hawks all join

“imp and T have even seen the little Kestrels hovering over 1"%3{:: fowle
vard:  Why they all doat Tean’tmake out, as the bush is ‘ chock-

mﬂ  of small birds, and grz asshoppers are - in- thousands, 1 shot
one Ezmm Hawk and found mothing bt grasshoppers in his
craw: - Wopd-swallows (White-browed m{i Masked - varielies)

seeTn to be also. following the ** hoppers,” as they are in countless
focks, but at present seem o have no intention of building.  Here
selanoesphalusy note that maybe useful ~COn
the zrth of Febroary T-found: a nest just outside the garden con- -
1 took t}‘wm it the i‘m‘ziw staved about, and -

dsa Wren (Malurn

| taining Jour eggs:: )
o 215t of this month {(March) I found & second nést With three BEEs.

On looking at them the yext <day, 1 was az»iams}%wii fo find fhat
they had hatched. Omicks work; wasn't 1?2 There were {}ﬁ%‘if two
birds to be seenat any thme, gud they were. hoth * browns.” . Was
one an immatire male? I think so, hecanse in:all the othier

families that ] see about there is always one red and black hird,

so- 1 conchuded they weré nol laying ms?; of season.  1f there had

been o red *m{'é ‘z}i&nk male mzh Ehme; I mhust have seen him, as -

they were close fo.the house for over a month and are *«E;EE herk,
Eii.{%hé{i.ﬁ.. Banyann, :_"tia_n‘l; Ii}{}j o :

-”’im« bfii{}fi}ﬁ, N ‘x%ig,is m
Littler’s arficle on ™ The School in Wild Tafe” (Fome, volo

BT, I004) induces me to forward the following notes of my: mﬁ} C
experience of “birds and their somgs.. They E’nmiiv support the
theory that the song of: 2 bird is ;rz%’i:mf:“tw e, and I am led to con-~
“ehude %E’mt “biFds s’i{} ‘learn ‘their song from thelr parents, and that

" in many ¢ases thelr schooling i}a{ﬁ;z' sa faily long time,

The i{}nﬁr«%miﬁa Blae. Wim (M aluras mz;fﬁ’;}, } have fmm«:i-

dequires its. Thotes from its gmmﬁ%s by (ﬁé&’ia‘i‘m ard i3 at least nine
months old before its song is perfect. A male which 1. keptin a
cagecould at the end of 18 months articulate only hall a bare 7o

As to the Laughing ‘Jackass (Daceln) © every spring for 2o years.

- past 1 have observed the parents coaching their voung, and nioted
‘how the adults would sit ona- branch. Swith the learmers - and
encourage them: by many. g}ir;lmged laughter-ike notes. Little
vah U to the cackle with variations, - Until the full- song

_agq:g__:ﬁed ﬂxe 'Hm%{i Q§ the ™ %&‘m@é Vs W}Y ’érgﬂmg to one w;@%gmg

8o’ wzﬂ’x tizé"'"‘éz;ggam Q{r}*m?zwﬁma} ihﬁ* various calls ani‘ii_

smgmg notes are learned  plece by piece s the alarm note:first,
then 4 note of ange

’%337? ~week—dust week, the
5 the fowls are said to have
'éﬁ;fe I havenotheard ol any . ©

mm}i%i@ §;z§§>§;mzmﬁ of ”\ir. "E* ;f. L

by little the notes:of the voung birds changed (from © Yah!. *s;’aite P

_ cafterwaids §mgmem<§ of song, until the whole
song . is acguived. in. ﬁm (:mms.,z,,imz "i may m,m{% an incident
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which o :"m*zeé m%hm my owh experience,
fostered @ young  male. Magpi nd - aliheam{h 3"% g |
‘ ys in the vie xz}zw and this one -;gad iuii fi"f’féﬁs’.}ﬁ} 3t mnié 'i}ss'- :
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s wife T '&i’}}@ﬁg:}t ﬁ,izx.ﬁ mm st}f many’
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..%ﬁé éi"},g}g}z__' _
w:ems zmé umws&mhi& "ﬁr} 1

g:mm andd picked up -.m’zgh ané
'{:}:z mﬁenmd %hs ‘g} WE}' ‘Fﬁ:raﬁﬁihﬁy

o \fmg sm’;pie maéﬁi@i “
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'fgs’ speties of birds,
*&mg Ltsaim - from menit
' w;tix W i&om; -

ar ;Ey mmatm }eﬂg © _ R L
urse the structa ¢ of the voo g&zz&; mmr ﬂm}{{, it zm;ammbia" s
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’fh:é”zﬁa}é Bl;xe '"ﬁi’ff’zé {}f df@afﬂf“% m’zgzzzeié?}':ia' oneof the first 'bi;é@;::'

‘Barly in March he can-be
found in ‘the d&ﬁ bm‘wﬁ ;}iumdg«}g wmh his litile mates keep the
whole vear round. At least this is the &%&mp%zwz to which one

is-led by watching a little family of. forr in the. gg‘srﬁm They are -

headed one week by a male in- Dlue, the next-week by a bird with
a blue head and ear coverts, flecks only of blue and black being
_‘wﬁsﬁs};@ pn its otherwise ‘brown miantle, and the third week the

leader differs only from the rest of the party in retaining the black
of the legs and bill and the blue of the tail.  Some folk aver that
the plumage is ot ‘changed for winter, because birds in blue livery
can. be procured every “month of the VEAr, fi%m is true, %“mi i:hé,y
are the exceptions, not ‘the rule. : '

Hawks are alws ays in “evidence about *’%iﬁ,%%zg}@;mv {iismw t%w
m@nt‘m of February, March, and Aprilc They make the: z‘mmmn:
their holiday period between one - nesting season and the prepara-
tions for the next,” Severalother birds, %3{33%& er, do this. Rosellas
anedl White-eyes (f m{meﬁrﬂ: come in to prespect for late: m:z{“ Wrens
and Robins come about our homes. '

We must not forget those who have left us; preferring to &yemi
the winter in some northeérn part. Carveful watch must be. kept
for. the day. of departure, else. they will siuk away silent and. un-
observed. ~ Both the Reed:-Warbler and the. Sacred Kingfisher
disappeared the first week in Aprill . A large Hock of Magpie-Larks

{about 50) was seen aboui the same time flying over, ’mt zi, 18 not

yet stated ‘that they make w practice of migrating.

Abont the ast of April one can gﬁiiai&ii%-iﬁi}k iféiéi’.ilé}t: arriv zi of

the Flame-breasted Robin. “This year the long, fine autumn kept
it ba{:ix an?;i}l th{** mﬁa a}f ‘ihs, mmzih f{}r it is Elfﬁii"@ﬂi to appwr wzt}}

_smsm,. %‘*’hére th@ae iixz‘d& Come from i mi q;;mi:a, witimi i‘he

old idea that ﬁiﬁ} all. come. from Tasmania is being gm{iﬁaﬂv %
‘exploded. . Mr AR Reed, of Hobart, in July, 104, sent m e birds o
in the fesh, with word that they were just as plentiful then asidn
summet, . The records of the species iaf»mg in the nesting season
on the highlands of the Buffalo, Baw Baw,* and Dandenong Ranges

and in Cape Otw ayt seem to complete the evidence for thelr sumimer
residence. A significant fact is that the earliest date in my note-
book of arrival was zoth March, ibg}gﬁ ,a,t Iwiimg%m in t%:a:, open
Gi}{}ﬁir}» just north of Buffalo. -

Three fimes this antumn ha:sfe 1 RE@I}ZEH&{} the f&*mxie {m‘ wzmg
mai&} @5 %;h;% Pmk ﬁ?ﬁ%iéé Kt}% zzzmai ixﬁkag, . Sg*ms:,wﬁia and

pfz{zz;e@i ol ;::az}ﬁmbiy Eﬁ&é&; to m, Emmg over ?.O{}R(i‘{i The 1 main z:hifw?'
‘ence lies in the wing-patch, which is rich brown instead of ‘white:

Honey-eaters are always plentiful when food Is procurable: 'ﬁm _

- first gurgling note of the Spiny-cheeked was heard on xoth April.
: %‘Et}weymw mmigf;}ts a}mg the river at iﬁumky &%éia@eﬁi hmiﬁes

* }f.fszs::g vl . part 4, po 1050
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;a few W att'&&z i}gy&s’; zmz} ) zzwb f“}f @13?}% Warm ia&:e{i

For nearly a week all three species "é’i’iﬁgiﬁé over
f %w las-«%: m{ i}fmﬁfe{% Ca rare visitor to-these paris.
: "fﬁ{m?& s,,a;tz,f h&h {i{f% d{};x& a

gt
- wﬁsﬁ'ﬁg search, so ﬁ: m{;‘;}} nips &
the mectar,  The Spinebill i5.a f;‘m"' _
_ gaﬁ%t:}ﬁm. Aiway af Melton, on the t;m"mﬁmii z:niéi—; {L‘af a azm%m {?ma%
' 'j_-mmzbm% Wﬁ‘t‘i’: seer one d&v "%:m%zi% g}f{;&?w%mg é:im iaéie__
: i ie

face mfh p{}‘i%@ﬁ
_ 2};;, ..1 _'__;“\?e%t im th@ “‘siiﬁigi{sé}

: fmzt is ;"zpe timrﬁ mii'
_}%12‘“& {ﬁ?mwmz} Aémmﬁy abf}%i’t

Emifa' £ hm' ‘3;3’%3?‘ '§<>:¢{%3i sm*%:mi apg;:gw c;}f bmﬁ:« were: n@m{i wiizf‘h'
H0 '}Wim E‘y ?ﬂ?ﬁ?f&ﬁ?&

At R;{i:ﬁdi (35 i‘mi&& fmm Me%z}%rm . 0 ﬁ‘ze nﬂrthmmi} a ;g:;a,z' ___fﬁ
, i“” rimson- mng@{é Lories. was shot in Fe b};uaxg CTheir presence 15
: &mii&er E}li{fi ‘L}mf é‘;afge waﬁﬂ%mﬁﬁi fa:g‘ _

3 &t ;_'z um%sem w%m%ver mimipytj BYE ﬁnwem; _
iy hundreds of acres on the Mornington. Pﬁmnu -
hE%&&meii The Areed will get a valuable clearing of
i these worthy foresters, -~ Thongh the birds

. primarily are. fzi%:m{:,eii by the gum Dblossoms, they haveia sweet .
'iﬁ}i‘}ii} for the ﬁn’iﬁ}f}f dfﬁf«itmg mg &{:aimimsﬁﬁi% in. iha foreats té}m}?; o

ants, THOTE o 1?{*@;:&3@ %}iﬁ?s :
about, with' Tree- me&p&:&m and fmtiﬁﬁm to ‘:ﬁ{’{?ﬁ(i ih f‘*ﬁm‘i% by
3 Ei‘r{iiffﬁ}f‘ c&tﬁi}mg apon the iﬂii‘an{i ‘branches, L am: 5

%@E @3 bf:m rae.




