Letter to the editor

The recently published articles by the President of AICA,
Dolly Olesen and Deborough Macbeth in Australian Infection
Control, identified a vital need to implement a credentialling
process to raise the profile of the specialist practitioner and to
develop a defined career pathway '2

To date, this has been sadly lacking. The changes in the health
care sector have placed huge demands on nurses, including
infection control practitioners (ICPs), who work in the specialty
areas of practice. They are expected to deal with highly complex
clinical situations which require substantial knowledge and
clinical competence, skills which are often largely unrecognised.
ICPs need to promote a public image of the services that they
provide, to promote delivery of high standards of care and
optimum infection control best practice *.

The NSW Health Department and the NSW Nurses’
Association have developed new grading levels for the clinical

&

nurse consultant (CNC) classification . This now means that
area health services will establish CNC positions at a higher
grade only following careful review. However, there is an
urgent need to achieve national accredibility through an
established standard, even though ICPs generally have not
embraced the proposal. I trust that members will reconsider
this important move forward and embrace the process with
enthusiasm. I endorse the views presented by Dolly Olesen
and Deborough Macbeth for progressing this issue.
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Vernacare System.

minute cycle.

Vernacare

The time machine has arrived!

Safe, hygienic and speedy disposal of human waste from
non-ambulant patients is effectively achieved by the

Comprising the Vernacare 750 Disposal Unit and a
comprehensive range of disposable,
products the system ensures that each patient is presented
with a new bedpan, bottle or other receptacle as required.
This breaks the potential chain of infection.

Up to 4 of the single use products are then simply and
efficiently disposed of in the Vernacare 750 in just a 2-

The Vernacare 750 reduces the paper products and contents
to a fine effluent before discharging them into the normal
sewage systemn, where due to their total biodegradability
they are consumed by natural biological action.
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For more information or to
arrange a trial installation
contact Vernon-Carus on:

1300 786 225.
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