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ECTOPARASITES OF THE WILD RABBIT, ORYCOTOLAGUS CUNICULUS
(L.), IN AUSTRALIA*

By R. Mykyrowyczt

Widespread epidemics of myxomatosis in Australia have been correlated
with the activity of relatively mobile vectors such as mosquitoes (Culicidae) and
sandflies (Simuliidae) (Ratcliffe ef al. 1952). As it was known that ectoparasites
could also transmit the disease, their occurrence on the rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus
(L.), was noted during the course of field surveys of myxomatosis in Australia by
members of the Wildlife Survey Section, C.8.I.LR.0. The species so far recorded
from wild rabbits are listed in Table 1, which also incorporates information pub-
lished by Seddon (1947).

Those parasites whose natural host is shown as the rabbit seem to occur in
all areas, irrespective of environmental conditions, and they tend to infest a very
high percentage of individuals. In contrast, parasites for which the rabbit is
indicated as an occasional host were very rarely found, and then only on occasional
individuals in a population; this suggests that the relationship was accidental.
Some ectoparasites of native and domesticated animals have adopted the wild
rabbit as an alternative host. Their ocourrence is very patehy, and seems to depend
upon environmental conditions.

The European rabbit flea, Spilopsyllus cuniculi (L.), which has been incrimin-
ated as the main vector of myxomatosis in the British Isles, has not been found in
the field in Australia.

The cooperation is acknowledged of the following colleagues from the Wildlife
Survey Section, C.S.I.R.0., who made their observations available for the publi-
cation of this note: Messrs. J. H. Calaby, G. W. Douglas, A. L. Dyce, B. V. Fennessy,
E. W. L. Lines, I. Rowley, and E. J. Waterhouse. Mr. H. Womersley of the South
Australian Museum identified most of the specimens and confirmed the identification
of others. Mesolaelaps australiensis was identified by Mr. R. Domrow.
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* Manuseript received February 22, 1957.
T Wildlife Survey Section, C.S.I.R.O., Canberra.
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