
292 SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

Chrysophanic acid (50 mg) was acetylated with acetic anhydride (3 ml) and perchloric acid 
(1 drop ; 70%) overnight. The product obtained by pouring the mixture into water was recrystal- 
lized from ethanol, m.p. 200-203 OC, yield 55 mg. After sublimation (150-160 OC/lO-smm) 
and several recrystallizations from ethanol, the pale yellow plates of the diacetate had m.p. 
of 207-208 OC, mixed m.p. unchanged (Found : C, 67.7 ; H, 4.2%. Calc. for Cl,H1,O, : C, 67.5 ; 
H, 4.2%). 

(c) IdentijZcation of Physcion.-The felt of yellow needles obtained at  the end of the sublima- 
tion gave colour reactions identical with those given by chrysophanic acid when examined 
simultaneously. I t  had m.p. and mixed m.p. 205-206 OC (Found : C, 67.8 ; H, 4.4%. Calc. 
for Cl,Hl,05 : C, 67.6 ; H, 4.2%). A 0.00004M methanolic solution exhibited maxima a t  
42'7 and 280my (logc 4.12 and 4.19). 

The substance (3 mg) was acetylated with acetic anhydride (1 ml) and perchloric acid (1 drop ; 
'70%) for 3 hr. The product obtained by pouring the mixture into water was recrystallized four 
times from methanol, m.p. 187.5-188 OC (lit. for physcion diacetate, m.p. 186-187 OC (Ashley, 
Raistrick, and Richards 1939 ; Seshadri and Subramaman 1949)). 

The author is grateful for the assisOance of Miss Ann Carle with the chromato- 
graphical work. Professor A. J. Birch kindly supplied the Merck " Chrysophanic 
acid " and Dr. H. Duewell the authentic specimens of chrysophanic acid, its 
acetate, and physcion. 
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Page 97, line 4 from bottom : For Cl,Hl,04 read C12H1404. 
Page 99, line 23 : For 14870 read 1.4870. 
Page 116 : The pyran ring in (111) should be a furan ring as in (IV) and (V). 
Page 128, line 21 : For C,,H,,O,PI', read C,,H,,O,N,. 
Page 126 : Dihydrodeoxygeijerin as shown in (111) contains g double bond in the 3,4-position 

which should be replaced by a single bond. 
Page 126, line 4 from bottom: For 26 read 260. 
Page 126, bottom line : For C,,H,,O,H, read C,,H,,O,N,. 
Page 127, line 4 : For C15H1,04 read C15H1,04. 
Page 138, line 11 from bottom : For C15H,,0N,.+H,0 read C15H,,0N,.HC10,.~H,0. 


